Voluntary Guidelines for Ohio Schools Summary
	The Voluntary Guidelines for Ohio Schools manual is a step-by-step resource on how to complete in-depth school inspections. The manual contains 6 steps that cover: gaining approval, assessment, priority planning, action planning and implementation, training and communication, and recognition. The longest section in the manual is the assessment portion.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	How to do step-by-step assessments on the outdoor ground and air quality, playgrounds, classrooms, specialty classrooms, indoor athletic areas, health care areas, non-classroom areas, and environmental and safety policies are included in section 2.  For each section the manual provides three levels of certification depending on how in depth of an assessment you would like to do. The bronze level is the basic health and safety requirements, the silver level shows a further commitment to areas of health in the school, and gold level is an all-encompassing assessment for that category. There are markers (green apples) that show assessment categories that are accomplished quickly, associate low cost, and are easily done. The manual also recommends that the health department partner with the school staff ahead of time to help assist with certain areas of the facility. For example, they recommend a custodian or facilities staff assist with the outdoor area assessment and coaches or physical education teachers assist in the indoor athletic assessment, etc. Each section is also accompanied by example of what to look for and a description of why each area is important in the assessment.
