
	Stakeholder: Public

Question or Concern: What are antivirals and will they protect me from getting the flu?



	Key Message 1
	Key Message 2
	Key Message 3

	 There are two types of antivirals that will be distributed in Kansas, Tamiflu and Relenza.
	Antivirals are used to lessen the symptoms of influenza. They do not cure influenza outright.
	 Antivirals will not protect you from influenza like a flu shot.

	Supporting Fact 1-1
	Supporting Fact 2-1
	Supporting Fact 3-1

	Which antiviral is best for you will be determine by a doctor.
	 Antivirals must be taken within 48 hours of the onset of symptoms to be effective.
	(Once the type of virus is determined, it will take months to develop a vaccine.)

	Supporting Fact 1-2
	Supporting Fact 2-2
	Supporting Fact 3-2

	Your doctor will consider several factors before making a decision to treat you with antivirals, such as your risk for complications from Influenza.  
	It is unsure how effective antivirals will be against pandemic influenza since the type of virus is unknown.
	Kansans can protect themselves from the flu by washing their hands frequently and covering their coughs and sneezes.

	Supporting Fact 1-3
	Supporting Fact 2-3
	Supporting Fact 3-3

	Guidelines may be modified depending on which strain of the flu virus is determined to be the cause of a pandemic.
	It is important to remember that most healthy people will recover from influenza without complications.
	Kansans should stay home from work or school if they are sick.
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