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Public Health Emergency Activation Levels





Day-to-day operations


ESS monitors surveillance system statewide


Epidemiologist-on-call is notified of reportable diseases or unusual events


Contact with the Epidemiologist-on-call is made 24/7 via the EPI Hotline (1-877-427-7317)











Level 1 – Passive Surveillance





Passive surveillance indicates that an unusual event or outbreak has occurred and further case ascertainment is needed


Active Surveillance initiated at the State and/or Local levels


Decision makers are able to mobilize internal resources to identify and contain diseases


PHIX notifications sent to appropriate health departments and sentinel sites


Epidemiological Investigation is conducted by State and Local Health Department staff


Law enforcement may be notified if the event has potential law enforcement implications











Level 2 – Active Surveillance





Level 4 –Full-Scale Activation





Resources outside of Public Health and Medical agencies are needed


State Emergency Operations Center is activated


KDHE Emergency Operations Center is activated 


Kansas Emergency Response Team (KERT) is notified and activated if necessary


Biological Incident annex and ESF #8 are activated


Governor may issue a proclamation declaring a state of disaster emergency


Federal resources may be requested (e.g. SNS, NDMS)


Joint Information Center is staffed and operational





Emergency Public Health Response is necessary


KDHE Emergency Operations Center is activated 


Limited outside resources needed


Decision makers are able to mobilize internal resources to identify, contain, or mitigate the disease


Public Information is handled through the KDHE Public Information Office


Public Information Phone Bank may be activated








Level 3 – Partial Activation








