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Name: ......................................................................... Sex (  ) F  (  ) M   Age.......   
 
Interviewer........................................ Date ....../....../...... 
 
Introduction (Please read to patient) 

 
Hi, I’m __________, nice to meet you. If it’s okay with you, I’d like to ask you a few questions that will 
help me give you better medical care. The questions relate to your experience with alcohol, cigarettes, 
and other drugs. Some of the substances we’ll talk about are prescribed by a doctor (like pain 
medications). But I will only record those if you have taken them for reasons or in doses other than 
prescribed. I’ll also ask you about illicit or illegal drug use––but only to better diagnose and treat you. 
 
Instructions: For each substance, mark in the appropriate column. For example, if the patient has used cocaine 
monthly in the past year, put a mark in the “Monthly” column in the “illegal drug” row. 
 
NIDA Quick Screen Question: 
 
In the past year, how often have you used the following? N
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Alcohol 
• For men, 5 or more drinks a day 
• For women, 4 or more drinks a day 

     

Tobacco Products      

Prescription Drugs for Non-Medical Reasons      

Illegal Drugs      

 
 If the patient says “NO” for all drugs in the Quick Screen, reinforce abstinence. Screening is 

complete. 

 If the patient says “Yes” to one or more days of heavy drinking, patient is an at-risk drinker.  
Please see NIAAA website “How to Help Patients Who Drink Too Much: A Clinical Approach” 
http://pubs.niaaa.nih.gov/publications/Practitioner/CliniciansGuide2005/clinicians_guide.htm, for 
information to Assess, Advise, Assist, and Arrange help for at risk drinkers or patients with alcohol 
use disorders 

 If patient says “Yes” to use of tobacco: Any current tobacco use places a patient at risk.  Advise all 
tobacco users to quit.  For more information on smoking cessation, please see “Helping Smokers 
Quit: A Guide for Clinicians” http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/tobacco/clinhlpsmksqt.htm  

 If the patient says “Yes” to use of illegal drugs or prescription drugs for non-medical reasons, 
proceed to Question 1 of the NIDA-Modified ASSIST. 

                                                 
1  This guide is designed to assist clinicians serving adult patients in screening for drug use. The NIDA Quick Screen was 
adapted from the single-question screen for drug use in primary care by Saitz et al. (available at http://archinte.ama-
assn.org/cgi/reprint/170/13/1155) and the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism’s screening question on heavy 
drinking days (available at http://pubs.niaaa.nih.gov/publications/Practitioner/CliniciansGuide2005/clinicians_guide.htm).  
The NIDA-modified ASSIST was adapted from the World Health Organization (WHO) Alcohol, Smoking and Substance 
Involvement Screening Test (ASSIST), Version 3.0, developed and published by WHO (available at 
http://www.who.int/substance_abuse/ activities/assist_v3_english.pdf).  
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