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Introduction
Your facility’s wastewater inspections will be 

conducted at different intervals. 
An inspector will come from one (1) of the six (6) 

different district offices to conduct your inspection.
Each inspector is an individual, but we strive to 

conduct all inspections consistently throughout 
the state.
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Classification of Wastewater Facilities
A major facility is a facility that treats a million 

gallons of wastewater a day.
A minor 30 facility is a mechanical plant that treats 

less than a million gallons of wastewater a day. 
A minor 60 facility is a non-mechanical 

discharging facility or a non-discharging facility.
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Inspection Intervals 
From date of last inspection
Major facilities are inspected within 12 months.
Minor mechanical discharging facilities are 

inspected within 30 months.
Non-mechanical discharging facilities are 

inspected within 60 months.
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Inspection Objectives
Determine compliance status with permit 

conditions and other program requirements 
Verify accuracy of information submitted by 

permittee
Verify the adequacy of sampling and monitoring 

conducted by the permittee
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Other Purposes of Compliance Inspection 

Include:
Gather evidence to support enforcement actions
Obtain information that supports the permitting 

process
Assess compliance with orders and consent 

decrees
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General Information: (usually from file)
 Inspection date
 KDHE representative
 Facility name & address, primary mailing address, 

owner’s address
 Permit number
 Design capacity
 Current Population (if it is applicable)
 Is there a schedule of compliance in the permit or an 

enforcement order against the permittee 
for the facility
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Contacts/Responsible Staff/Certified 

Operator:
 Name
 Title
 Certification Level
 Email address
 Phone number
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Facility Information:
 Does the facility description match the permit
 Brief description operation and condition of the facility
 Description of any changes, additions, or 

improvements to the facility
 Any current citizen complaints
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Operation and Maintenance:
 Flow meter
 Flow measurement
 Treatment units operated properly
 All units in service
 Are operation and maintenance manuals available
 Adequate spare parts
 Sludge disposal methods adequate
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Influent/Effluent
 Influent:
Description of any significant changes in influent 

quantity or quality
Discuss any high strength or problem influents
Does the facility accept other types of hauled in 

wastewater or septage
 Collection location of influent and effluent samples
 Effects of discharge on receiving stream
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Influent/Effluent:
Effluent Reuse:
 Is effluent used for irrigation?
 If yes, how often & where?
 Type of irrigation?
 Is treated effluent used on-site or off-site?
 If yes, how often and percent of effluent flow?
 Who uses it?
 Is the treated wastewater disinfected prior to re-use?
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Sampling:
 To determine compliance, do plant personnel analyze 

samples collected or are the samples analyzed by a 
certified laboratory 

 Do plant personnel utilize adequate sampling 
collection methods 

 Are the correct types of samples being collected
 Is the permittee in compliance with the standard 

conditions of the permit 
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Reporting and Record Keeping:
 NPDES permit
 DMRs and lab reports
 Bypass records
 Process control records
 Collection system information
 Industrial contributors
 Operator information
 Any permit violations
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Reporting and Records Keeping:
 Sludge reports (40 CFR 503)
 40 CFR 503 regulations are overseen by KDHE; 

however enforcement is done by EPA 
 Flow information (high, low, average, and date 

occurring)
 Lift station records
 Population data
 Any anticipated changes  or improvements
 Waste disposal practices
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Lift Station Operation and Maintenance:
 Number of lift stations
 Pumps operational
 Pump running time registers operational
 Describe lift station inspection, maintenance schedule, 

alarm and monitoring systems.
 Forced air ventilation provided
 Excessive leakage from pumps/piping
 Operator familiar with confined space entry 

requirements
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Collection Systems:
 Gravity flow
 Significant inflow or infiltration problem
 Sewer Maintenance and repair activities
 Operation and condition of collection system
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Bypass History:

A “bypass” means any diversion of 
waste streams from any portion of the 
treatment facility or collection system. 

 How many reported
 Location
 Properly reported
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http://www.kdheks.gov/water/tech.html
General Forms For Wastewater Permits
 Incident Reporting
 Incident Definitions
 Incident Report Form
 Incident Report Form – Word Format
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Backup Power and Emergency Procedures:
 Backup power or secondary power sources available 

for plant and lift station(s)
 Frequency of exercise of backup power
 Adequate emergency procedures for power failure, 

equipment breakdown
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Waste Stabilization Lagoon - Description:
 Total number of cells
Cell ID
Order/use 
Aeration
Current operation and hydraulic flow
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Waste Stabilization Lagoons – Operation and 

Maintenance:
Watercolor and wave action
Design capacity vs. current loading
Multiple draw off points
 Fence, gate, and warning signs sufficient
Excessive erosion/animal burrowing of dikes
Sufficient grass cover on dikes
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Waste Stabilization Lagoon – Operation and 

Maintenance:
 Grass mowed
 Excessive vegetative growth on dikes
 Leakage and seepage through dikes
 Aquatic weeds/build up of scum
 Erosion control present on dikes
 Depth gages maintained
 Optimum depth of water
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Waste Stabilization Lagoon – Operation and 

Maintenance:
Minimum of three feet of freeboard
 Influent/effluent structure properly maintained
Aeration units properly maintained – if available
Evidence of short-circuiting
 Irrigation being used
Sludge Measurements
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Waste Stabilization Lagoon Inspection Reports
 2 Types:
 Overflowing Stabilization Lagoon 
 Non-Overflowing Stabilization Lagoon
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Items to remember:
Do Not Falsify Records
 If given a response date to reply, make sure you 

have sent a reply 
Always remember to keep in touch with district 

offices when problems occur
Always report bypasses
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Conclusion:
Regardless of the type of facility that is being 

operated, the end results should be the same
Keep the area well maintained, equipment 

operational, and the effluent relatively clear
Our position is to assure the security of the waters 

of the state
KDHE is trying to work with you not against you.  
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Northeast District (NED)
800 West 24th Street
Lawrence, KS 66046-4417 
(785) 842-2600
Julie Coleman – District Environmental Administrator
Helen Holm – District Water Engineer
Brian D’Alfonso – Environmental Scientist
Vacant – Environmental Scientist

North Central District (NCD)
2501 Market Place, Suite D
Salina, KS 67401-7699
(785) 827-9639

Jennifer Nichols – District Environmental Administrator
Marsha Carpenter – Environmental Scientist
Traci Miles – Environmental Scientist

Northwest District (NWD)
2301 East 13th Street
Hays, KS 67601-2651
(785) 625-5663
Dan Wells – District Environmental Administrator
Dan Braun – Environmental Scientist

Southwest District (SWD)
302 West McArtor Road
Dodge City, KS 67801-6098
(620) 225-0596
Erich Glave – District Environmental Administrator
Allen Nichols – District Water Engineer
Denise Simon – Environmental Scientist

South Central District (SCD)
800 West 24th Street
Wichita, KS 66046-4417 
(316) 337-6020
Allison Herring – District Environmental Administrator
Vacant – District Water Engineer
Sabrina Cantrell – Environmental Scientist
Daryn Martin – Environmental Scientist
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Southeast District (SED)
1500 West 7th Street
Chanute, KS 66072-9701
(620) 431-2390
Victoria O’Brien – District Environmental Administrator
Jason Solomon – Environmental Program Administrator
Greg Taylor – Environmental Scientist
Kitty Rhynerson – Environmental Scientist
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