
KDHE Bureau of Waste Management 
Waste Reduction and 

Local Assistance 

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans. 



The Curtis State office building 



Annual Composting, Recycling, and HHW Conference 

RECYCLING 



The KDHE sorting crew 



KDHE staff worked in pairs and needed to pay 
attention to ergonomics and hydration. 

2012 “SnapShot” Waste 
Characterization 



What recyclables are being recovered? 



The Kansas Organization of Recyclers, in cooperation with the 
KDHE Bureau of Waste Management, is trying to learn more about 

curbside recycling programs across the state of 
Kansas. 
 
 
Bi-Annual Recycling Surveys – Please fill one out. 
 

In addition to the annual survey, Kdhe contracted KOR to 
survey for curbside recycling programs, so if you did not get that 
survey, please contact Spencer at KOR > www.KSKOR.org 
 
 
We need your help! 
Help us in getting a better look at what curbside programs exist in 
our Kansas communities. Thank you! 

Recycling Surveys  

http://www.kskor.org/


 
KDHE  (Fall)  Waste Tire and Green School Grants 
KDHE  (Year-round) Abandoned tire clean-up 
KDHE  (Year-round) Dump clean-up assistance and expertise 
 
We will have information on other Opportunities like the  
KAB Bin Grants (March deadline) 
 

Coke, Pepsi, Funding factory, etc….. 
And Dr Pepper Snapple Group has donated $300,000 to 
Keep America Beautiful to put recycling bins in public parks. (April deadline) 

Grant Opportunities 

CPI Grants have not been offered since Round #16 (2008) – those contracts 
expire  Dec. 31, 2013 



Download the “APP” 



Public space recycling 
“For Peace and Good Luck!” 



The anti-triangle! 



“Not recoverable garbage” 



Promote Training Opportunities 
Webinars offered by the EPA (SMM) Sustainable Materials 
Management 
 
2012 

•Universities and the Food Recovery Challenge 
•Food Donation: Feed People Not Landfills 
•How to Negotiate Your Contract with Waste Haulers 
•Green Purchasing 
•Tools for Federal, State, and Local Governments 
•Greener Packaging –Reusable Transport Packaging into Your  
  Supply Chain 
•Sustainable Food Management: Food: Too Good to Waste 

2013 
•Getting those BIG office Buildings to Recycle! 
•Rubberized Asphalt: Innovative Sustainable Technology 
•Food Management  at Federal Facilities  

 

http://www.epa.gov/smm/web-academy/2012/jan12.htm
http://www.epa.gov/smm/web-academy/2012/jan12.htm
http://www.epa.gov/smm/web-academy/2012/jan12.htm
http://www.epa.gov/smm/web-academy/2012/jan12.htm
http://www.epa.gov/smm/web-academy/2012/jan12.htm


Promote Training Opportunities 
Webinars offered by the  NRC  http://nrcrecycles.org/events/ 

•Sustainability Efforts in the Healthcare Industry – Part I: Focus on 
Plastics 
•Food Service Source Reduction and Recycling 
•Understanding Domestic and Global Recycling Commodity Markets – 
How are Recycled Material Prices Determined? 
•Recycled Materials in Transportation Projects – Use of Recycled Rubber 
•Recycling in Life Cycle Analysis – How Important is it? 
•Food Recovery Efforts in North America 
•Biodegradable Plastic Resins – Debunking the Myths 
•Complementing Anaerobic Digestion Projects with Composting 
Operations  
•Measuring the Economic Impact of Organics Diversions and Product 
Manufacturing 
•A look at E-Scrap Legislation in the United States 
•PET Thermoform Recovery in the United States 
•Reverse Supply Chain – Part II 

http://nrcrecycles.org/events/


“New” Kansas  
Interactive Recycling Manual” 



“Guides” 



and “Keys” 



Strategies 
•Purchase “compostable” service ware for disposal in municipal and industrial compost 
sites. 
 
•Combine compostable plates, napkins, serving ware together with food waste and 
soiled cardboard in a compostable bag. 
 

LINKS 
•Biodegradable Products Institute (BPI) 
•www.astm.org ASTM D6400 and ASTM D6868  

Decision Making 
 
If a product is sent to a landfill, and not disposed of in a municipal composting or 
recycling facility, it is still part of the waste stream no matter what it's made from. 
 
•Compostable plastics may end up in landfills, or on land and water (not in a 
composting environment)  
 
•Some may not degrade in these conditions.   

Key 012 – Biodegradable vs Compostable 

Helpful links 

http://www.bpiworld.org/
http://www.astm.org/


WORK to Expand Tire 
Markets 
 
•Promoting Use of Waste 
tire products in civil 
engineering and 
transportation 
 

•Encourage demonstration 
projects with tire-derived 
aggregate. 
 

•Sponsor a seminar or 
training. 
 

•Invite to a discussion of 
Rubberized Asphalt use in 
Kansas. 
 



Asphalt Rubber vs. Terminal Blend 

Asphalt Rubber 
  

 

   Rubberized Asphalt    
Terminal Blend 
 

   1,500-2,500 centipoises           
at 375°F, extremely 
viscous 
 

   300-600 centipoises                
at 325°F, significantly less 
viscous than AR 
 

Rubber Pavements Association 



Food Waste 

• In the United States alone, we waste about 
five million tons of food just between 
Thanksgiving and New Year's - that's enough 
to fill  125,000  18-wheelers, which would 
stretch from Chicago to Seattle!   
  www.foodtank.org 

• Offer  regional workshops in food waste 
reduction. 



Promote Commercial Food Scraps 
composting  



Pre consumer food waste 



EPA triangle 



Fast food cups and containers. 



Using the Pesticide Container recycling program – 
Collect only triple rinsed jugs, caps and labels intact. 

Empty Containers Recycling 



KDHE Pesticide “sweep” – empties??  



Teaching generators that open burning of plastics creates toxic 
fumes and runoff . All plastics can be recycled. 

Agricultural Plastics Diversion to 
recycling (NOT Burning!) 



PVC pipes and tubes 



Many Grain Tarps in western KS 
 

the price is right…. 



Some “efforts” made to collect 



ReUse Markets 

• Remember Damon? (with Repurposed Materials out 

of Denver that spoke at the KOR Conference) See all 
inventory at : 
www.repurposedmaterialsinc.com  

• Do you know about the ReUse Alliance? 
• Do we want to form a Directory? Or a Kansas 

Chapter  of the ReUse Alliance?. 
• (Thrift stores, Tool library, Office Surplus) 

http://www.repurposedmaterialsinc.com/
http://repurposedmaterialsinc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fb3fd57f2eab9a4411ad0060c&id=6589e8f8e3&e=29d1227293


Collecting plastic grain tarps and ag bags 



Leading discussions about windfarm lifecycle of materials and 

the Challenges to local landfills that have already received 
wind turbine blades 

Unique Challenges 

http://abcnews.go.com/meta/search/imageDetail?format=plain&source=http://abcnews.go.com/images/Business/forbes_8f5a66ca863b6005eafcf2b83a247a16


Kansas is facing new recycling challenges – wind turbine blade pieces at the 
landfill. – virtually indestructible. 
Solutions include producer responsibility. 



Electronics 
recycling can 

generate 
revenue 



CRTs – Cathode Ray Tubes – Twin Valley Developmental 

Electronics Waste 



Grant Funded collection centers 2010 



KDHE Outreach efforts 



Reuse opportunities or not really ? 



Rare earths metals or toxics?  



Cathode Ray Tubes- CRTs 



Console televisions are “CRTs” 



CRT Initiative Program Results:       392 tons  

     TOTALS     Crt’s     Weight            KDHE $ 
• Butler County   5,862     259,737   $ 30,000.00 
• Rice County  5,303     237,054   $ 30,000.00 
• Clay County  1,971       93,439     $ 14,015.85  
• Lake Region  1,579       72,727   $ 10,909.05 
• Seward County  1,368       46,204    $   7,654.80 
• NWKRRO      790       34,607    $   5,191.05 
• SEK Recycling      487       24,476     $   3,671.40 
• Jackson County     339       15,930    $   2,389.50 
• City of Olathe  



Municipal collection events 



When will it be OVER? 



KDHE Online resource www.KSEwaste.org 



Do you need help expanding your 
program? 

Harder to Recycle Materials: 
• Fiberglass  
• Porcelain 
• Mylar film  
• Tyvek 
• Corks 
• Milk Cartons 
• Polystyrene 

 



www.Earth 911.com 



Regional efforts 



Demolition and building material ReUse 

ReUse  - ReStore 



Turning tire treads into other products 



Approved Products List 



Variety of Products 



Landscaping 



Product Registration 



Vendor Audits 



Vendor Registration 



Proof of Kansas Tires 



Reaching all corners of the state 



Get caught materials 



KDHE Outreach Campaigns for Recycling 



Bin loan program 



Video capabilities 



Joe, you 
WU Shock, 

you….. 

Got Rubbish?! 

Poster 
Campaigns 



Local Celebrities 



Work with the 
permit unit on 

compliance 
issues 



Grant program 
equipment resale   



When communities need help - Call Rodney  
for available funding for tire clean-up projects 



•This program does not allow reimbursement for 
tire “amnesty” programs or any other public drop-off 
event. 
 

•Permitted waste tire transporter and disposal or 
recycling facility 
 

•Monthly reimbursements 
 

• To receive reimbursement, a county or city must 
provide written certification that the waste tires were only 
accumulated from illegally dumped or abandoned tires 

Orphan Tire clean-up program 
http://www.kdheks.gov/waste/forms/ 



State Tire Programs surveyed 

• The Hawaii Legislature has required the department 
to convene a tire task …………………..so they asked the 
other states what they do….. 
 

• HI - Hawaii. Retailers may include a disposal fee to 
the final price of the tire.  
 

• Many states responded: 

 



Kansas and west 
KS – Kansas $0.25 per tire There are no provisions in Kansas law for retailers. 

K.S.A. 65-3424 allows KDHE to pay for the cleanup of 
abandoned tires.  We have chosen to do this through 
the cities and counties.  

NE- Nebraska $1 per tire sold  •The money that comes to the State is used for 
amnesty collection events and a grant program 
(similar to KS) 
•The retailer will charge whatever fee they want to 
manage the waste tire 

UT -Utah  and WY Wyoming Do not have a scrap tire program 

CA - In California the Tire Fee is 
$1.75  

CalRecycle receives $1.00 and the Air Resources Board 
received 75 cents. 

WA - Washington State $1 per tire Funds dedicated to waste tire projects:  amnesties, 
pile removals, illegal dumping, education/outreach, 
etc.  Tire retailers must fund their own waste tire 
collection/recycling/ disposal costs as part of their 
business operations  



SC - South Carolina $2 per 
tire sold 

•Retailer gets .06 plus $1 if they send the old tire to a 
permitted recycler 
•State Dept. of Revenue $1  
•The county gets 44-cents per tire -  (Or $1.44).  

KY- Kentucky does have a 
$1 per tire fee 

Used for cleanups and also for market development. 
Our legislature and others confuse the fee with disposal 
cost of the old tire. 

TN- Tennessee collects 
$1.35 per tire 
 
All counties are required to 
have at least one site where 
the citizens can bring tires  

•$0.10 is kept by the dealer  
•$1.25 to the Solid Waste Management Fund…then the 
division pays the county $1.00 per tire for all tires sent 
to beneficial end use 
•$0.25 covers administrative costs and clean-up of (tire 
dumps) 

State survey of tire programs -East 



State Survey - Northeast 

MD- Maryland $0.80 fee on tire sold •Funds used by Maryland's scrap tire 
program to pay for the regulatory 
program (licensing and 
reporting program, compliance and enf. 
activities, inspections, cleanup of sites, 
demonstration projects, etc. )  
•Tire dealers may charge customers 
separately for tire disposal costs. 

CT – Connecticut -tire tax eliminated in  
                 1997 

• Retailers charge for the disposal of tires  
• Most Transfer  Stations currently 
• ReEnergy Tire-to-Energy facility which 
incinerates over 10 million tires from all 
over New England to generate 
electricity.   

NY- New York State $2.50 per tire Fund to pay for cleanup of illegal tire 
stockpiles, developing technology to 
recycle tires, etc.   



Kansas Don’t Spoil it calendar contest 



Outreach trailer 



Earth Day Events 

Earth Day at the Capitol 



We tried spandex-modified asphalt 
on the  recycle cycle project!    



Questions 

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans. 
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