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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

REGION VII 
901 NORTH 5TH STREET 

KANSAS CITY, KANSAS 661 01 

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
Article No. 7004 2510 0006 9724 9585 

12 MAY 2006 

Mr. Gary J. LeRock 
Plant Manager 
Koch Nitrogen Company 
P.O. Box 1337 
Dodge City, KS 67801-1337 

Dear Mr. LeRock: 

RE: Koch Nitrogen Company's (KNC's) Soil Background Assessment Report dated 
March 2006 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 7 (EPA) is in receipt of 
KNC 's letter dated March 31, 2006, which included the March 2006 "Soil Background 
Assessment Report." 

Based on a review by the EPA, the Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment (KDHE) and EPA's Quality Assurance staff, the EPA has determined the 
background assessment was conducted in accordance with the "Background Assessment 
Work Plan" approved by EPA in a letter dated January 24,2006. Therefore, the EPA 
hereby approves the "Soil Background Assessment Report with the following 
comment/observation: 

1. Page 5, Section 3.1 Soil Sample Analytical Results: The last sentence of 
the first paragraph states, "The reported levels of soil CR are below the 
range of background values published in the scientific literature for the 
continental United States, Western United States, and Kansas identified 
previously in Table 1 of the Background Assessment Work Plan (KNC­
BG, 2005a)." This statement is inaccurate. The chromium levels cited in 
Section 3.1 are: 12.6 mg/kg- 19.6 mglkg in the 0-6 inch interval, and 13.9 
mg/kg- 20.1 mglkg in the 6-24 inch interval. In reviewing Table 1, the 
chromium levels cited for the two depth intervals are above the Minimum 
Reported Values which are 1, 10 & 20 mg/kg for the Continental United 
States, 3 mglkg for Western USA, and 7 mg/kg for Kansas. Please correct 
this inaccuracy. 
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As KNC indicated in its April 27, 2006, letter, drilling and testing activities 
associated with the RCRA Facility Investigation were scheduled to begin approximately 
on May 3, 2006. The EPA is finalizing our schedules, but have tentatively planned on 
observing these activities May 17-19, 2006. 

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me at (913) 551-7662. 

cc: Kathy Dunn 
KDHE 
Everett Spellman 
KDHE 
AnnieLaurie Burke 
KNC-Dodge Office 
Stephen Ellingson 
KNC-Wichita Office 

Sincerely, 

Q"-' A.~" ,,~\"(' '--~b~ 
Andrea R. Stone 
Environmental Scientist 
Air, RCRA & Toxics Division 
RCRA Corrective Action & Permits Branch 




