
 
State of Kansas 

Department of Health and Environment 

Public Notice 

Kansas City Power & Light Company La Cygne Industrial Solid Waste Landfill 

Modification of Industrial Landfill Permit 337 

 

On April 17, 2015, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) promulgated Resource Conservation 

and Recovery Act (RCRA) Subtitle D regulations regarding the management of Coal Combustion 

Residuals (CCR) generated by electrical utilities.  This new rule, effective October 19, 2015, 

establishes minimum standards for the management and disposal of CCR by the generators of these 

industrial wastes. The requirements of the rule will be phased in over a multi-year period.    EPA’s 

CCR regulations are applicable to the CCR management practices at the Kansas City Power & Light 

Company’s (KCP&L) La Cygne facility, which has been and will continue to be regulated under 

Kansas state laws, regulations, and permits.   

 
The KCP&L La Cygne facility is approximately 7,500 acres and located in portions of Sections 27, 33 

and 34, Township 19 South, Range 25 East and Sections 3 and 4, Township 20 South, Range 25 

East in Linn County.  The facility currently has a Kansas Department of Health and Environment 

(KDHE) solid waste landfill permit that includes a permitted disposal area of approximately 775 acres.  

Within the designated landfill disposal area are three CCR units: The Upper Air Quality Control (AQC) 

Pond, the Lower AQC Pond, and the Dry Ash Landfill.    

The Upper AQC Pond and the Lower AQC Pond will remain operational as active CCR surface 

impoundments under the new CCR rules since they contain and receive CCR materials (AQC sludge, 

bottom ash, fly ash, economizer ash, gypsum and other solid wastes permitted for disposal under 

their approved facility operating plan).  The Dry Ash Landfill will remain operational as an existing 

CCR landfill under the new CCR Rule since the landfill has received and will continue to receive CCR 

materials listed above. Bottom ash generated within the plant has been and will continue to be  



sluiced to a Bottom Ash Pond, which has been and is currently regulated by KDHE under an NPDES 

permit.  The Bottom Ash Pond will be regulated as an active CCR surface impoundment under the 

new CCR rules.  Therefore, the Bottom Ash Pond will be incorporated into Permit 337 by this 

proposed permit action. No new surface impoundments or landfills will be added to the facility’s 

operational practices by this action.  This proposed modified permit will result in a higher level of 

regulatory oversight by KDHE for all CCR units subject to EPA’s 2015 CCR rules. 

 
KDHE will consider information received during the public comment period.  The modified draft permit 

and a site diagram, which delineates the CCR units associated with this permit action, will be 

available for public review at www.kdheks.gov/waste from September 10, 2015 through October 12, 

2015.  Anyone wishing to comment on the proposed modification should submit written statements by 

5:00 PM on October 12, 2015 to Dean Williams of KDHE at 1000, SW Jackson, Topeka, Kansas 

66612-1366, or via facsimile to (785) 296-1592, or via e-mail to dwilliams@kdheks.gov.  Comments 

that are postmarked by October 12, 2015 and received at KDHE’s Topeka offices by the close of 

business on October 14, 2015 will also be considered. 

 

After consideration of all formal comments as described above, KDHE will finalize the proposed 

permit modification with any changes that are deemed appropriate to the permit special conditions.  

Notice of the decision will be given to the permittee, anyone who submitted formal comments, and 

those who requested notice of the final permit decision. 

 

       
      Susan Mosier, MD 

      Secretary 

      Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
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