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Sedgwick County’s New Household ordinary trash. Oncereceived, both
. ST HHW and SQG waste are

Hazar dous Waste Collection Facility: inventoried, segregatedby hazard

A Model for Design and for Serving the Public class, and stored for proper disposal

orrecycling. Materialsthat are
receivedintheir original container,in

Oneof thenewest and most successful Household HazardousWaste  9oedcondition, withtheir label intect
(HHW) fadilitiesinthestateisl ocated inWichita. Thisfacility, whichis are separated from the waste
owned and operated by Sedgwick County, wasauthorizedfor constructionby ~ Materialsand placed on shelvesfor
asolid wasteprocessing permitissuedin May 2002. Centrally locatedin reuseby thepublic. Thisisreferred
Wichitaat 801 Stillwell, thefacility isproving tobeaconvenientand popular 10 8the Swap-&-Shop. Here
servicetothecitizensof thecounty. Already thisyear thefacility hashada ~ Citizensarealowedtobrowsethe
participation rateincrease of 22% fromlast year. Open on Tuesday & shelvesfor productsthey needat no
Thursday 9am- 7 pm, Wednesday & cost tothem. Thisreducesoverall

by Seve Sellmeyer, Bureau of Waste Management

Friday 9 am- 4 pm, and Saturday 9am- 3 disposal ratesand
pmthefacility seeksto accommodatethe savesnotonly on
many different schedulesof thepublic. disposal costs, butthe

Inadditionto accepting common citizenssavetooby
HHW, thefacility isalso permittedto not needing
accept hazardouswaste from Kansas to purchase new
defined Small Quantity Generators(SQG), Bl products. This

: feature has been a

whicharebusinessesthat generateless
than 55 poundsof hazardouswasteor 2.2
poundsof acutely hazardouswasteina

very successful part
of theprogram saving

singlecalendar month. SQGsareexempt ?‘Opfo"‘ mately$1_0,000
from certainregulationsand areallowed Indisposal costsin
todisposeof their hazardouswastein Sedgwick County's HHW Facility 2003thusfar.

The 8,000 square

permitted landfills, justasHHW isexempt.
The SQG part of the program servesvirtually the same purpose asthe HHW
portion, that isto providean alternativetothedisposal of SQG wastewith

foot buildingwasdesignedto safely

(continued on page 5)
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K DHE Recelves Hundr eds of Comments
on Harper County Plumb Thicket
L andfill

by Bill Bider, Director, Bureau of Waste Management

Never inKansashistory hasan applicationfor alandfill received so
much attention asthe proposed Waste ConnectionsPlumb Thicket Landfill in
Harper County. The publiccomment period closed on May 16 and hundreds
of comment | ettersand post cardshave been received, mostly in oppositionto
thelandfill. Thegovernor’ sofficeand legislatorshaveal so been contacted by
many personsopposing thiscontroversia proposal to establishafuture
disposal sitefor Sedgwick County’ ssolidwaste. Commentsfromasfar
away asOklahomahavea soflowedinopposingthelandfill. Nearly all
oppositionisrelated to the opinion of many peoplethat thelandfill would be
locatedtoo closetothe ChikaskiaRiver. Inadditionto public opposition, some
legidatorsintroduced billsand bill anendmentstokill thelandfill thisyear, but
all attemptsfailed.

TheBureau of Waste M anagement must now review, organize, and
respondtoall publiccomments. A department decision onwhether toissue
thepermitwill follow. Becauseof thelargenumber of commentsand political
implications, thedepartment’ sfinal decisionand preparation of a
respons venesssummary will likely takemonths.

Thisproposed landfill would belocated al ong the north edge of Harper
County. Thelandfill wouldbelocated 1.8 milesfromthe ChikaskiaRiver, but
theclosest distanceistothenortheast whichishydrol ogically up-gradient
fromthelandfill. Thedistancetotheriver inthedown-gradientdirection
rangesfromabout 3to 6 miles. Thelandfill itself asproposed would comprise
229 acresona958 acresite. Buffer zonesaround thelandfill would beat
least 1000feetineachdirection. Anextensivegroundwater monitoring
system hasbeen proposed by Waste Connectionswhich would adequately
monitor for any potentia contaminant rel easesaccording to geol ogistsin
KDHE andthe Kansas Geol ogic Survey.

Waste Connectionswantsthislandfill for thedisposal of the Sedgwick
County wastewhich passesthroughtheir largetransfer station. Presently,
that waste goesto aWaste Connectionslandfill in Oklahoma. Many solid
wastetransport vehiclesalready passthrough Harper County ontheir way to
andfromdisposal inOK. Withthislandfill, Waste Connectionshopestoavoid
having truckstravel hundredsof milesper day including throughthecitiesof
Harper and Anthony.

Most public commentsopposethislandfill; but several commentshave
beenreceived from plannersand thegeneral publicin Sedgwick County in
support of thelandfill. Waste Connectionshassaidthey will implement a
major curbsiderecycling programin SG county, butitwill only be
economically feasiblefor themtodo soif thenew landfill ispermitted.

Training Opportunity for
MSWLFand SAL
Operatorsand Supervisors

TheKansasDepartment
of Healthand Environment and
the SWANA/Kansas
“Sunflower Chapter” will again
bejointly sponsoringtrainingfor
operators, supervisors, and
managersof Municipal Solid
WasteL andfills(MSWLFs) and
Small Arid Landfills(SALs)on
September 18 and 19, 2003 at
theRed CoachInninSalina.
Weareplanningto provide
another highquality training
coursesimilartotheoneheldin
2001 whenover 110 persons
attendedthetrainingin
Hutchinson.

Courseflyerswill be
mailedinJuly. Pleasewatch
your mail and the Bureau of
Waste Management’ sweb site
for details. Weencourageyou
toattendthistraining courseif
youareaMSWLFor SAL
operator, supervisor, manager,
gatehouseattendant, or you are
interestedinlearning moreabout
MSWLF/SAL operations.
Knowledgeableand experienced
MSWLFand SAL managers
fromKansaswill present their
best ideas on how you can
improvethequality and
efficiency of operationsat your
MSWLF/SAL. Includedwill be
afieldvisittotheCity of
Salina sSMSWLF. For thefirst
time, thistrainingwill be
followed on Friday and thenext
day by SWANA' sstatewide
landfill equipment operatorsand
collectionvehicledrivers
ROAD-E-O.
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by Jim Rudeen
Bureau of Waste Management

“Who says one person isn't
important? Who says one
person can't make a
difference? Who says the way
we treat our environment
doesn’t matter? The fact is
that one person does matter.
And in Kansas, each of us,
individually, has the
responsibility to take care of
our environment.”

These arethe opening lines
of anew Kansas Don't Spoil It!
30secondtelevisonandradio
Public Awarenesscampaign
currently being run across
Kansas. Thecampaignis
designed to encourageall
Kansansthat their individua
actionsto reducelitter, recycle
and cleanup our environment do
make adifference. The spots
will runthisspringand early
summer on avariety of radioand
televison stationsacrossthe
state. Additional coverageis
being planned for thefall and
winter of 2003. For more
information on the new
campaign, or to obtain acopy of
thevideo, contact Jim Rudeen at
785-296-1603 or e-mail at
jrudeen@kdhe.state.ks.us. And
remember, You Can Make a
Difference!

www.kdhe.state.ks.us/waste
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Open Burning Reminder . ..

by John Mitchell, Bureau of Waste Management

Openburnsitesareapproved by KDHE primarily for burning treesand
brush. Typical air contaminantsresulting from open burning of materials,
including cleanwood, includefine particul ate matter, carbon monoxide, sulfur
oxides, nitrogen oxides, and many organiccompounds. Therearemany health
concernsassoci ated with breathing theair pollutantsfound inwood smoke.

Burning morethanincidental anountsof cleanlumber and palletsat
thesesitesisnot allowed. Disposal of such materialsfrom commercial or
industrial sourcesat thesesitesisprohibited. KDHE staff will beinspecting
open burn sitesand eval uating compliancewith existing requirements.
Inspectorswill noteand document the presence of any commercial and
industrial generated material intheopen burnarea. Theinspector’ swritten
reportswill bereferredtothe Central Officein Topekafor enforcement
decisons.

Questionsonthispolicy should bedirected to 785-296-1600.

£,

[ ]

March 23-25, 2004
Lindsborg, Kansas

Mark your calendarsfor
March 23-25, 2004 when
WORKS! 2004 Conferenceon
Solid Waste M anagement returns
toLindsborg, Kansas
whereitall began. You
won’twanttomissthis
special 10" Anniversary
Celebration. Wewill
look back on 10years
of improvementsin
wastemanagementin
Kansasand forwardto
futurechallenges.

The2004
Conferencewill focus
on Safety and Health

issuesassociated with solid waste
management and recycling, butwill

alsotakesometimetoreflect on

thepast 10yearsof ahighly
successful conference. One
highlight of the Conferencewill be
thekeynote addressto begiven by
nationa renowned
television producer
and native K ansan,
Bill Kurtis.

Kurtisiswell
knownfor hiswork
ontheEmmy Award
4 winning
“Investigative
ReportswithBill
Kurtis’ onthe A& E
Network. Healsois
an anchor of
“AmericanJustice” and Executive
Producer of “TheNew Explorers
withBill Kurtis’.
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KDHE Secretary Bremby
and Governor Sebelius
RecognizeWinners

by Rodney Ferguson
Bureau of Waste Management

School childrenfromacrossthe State, 13in
all, recently gatheredinthe Governor’ soffice
with Governor Kathleen Sebeliusand KDHE
Secretary Roderick L. Bremby to announcethe
winnersof the2004 KansasDon'’t Spoil It!

calendar

“ contestwhich
i promotes
recycling,
reuse, and
waste
reduction.
Origind
artwork from
nearly 4,000 Kansasschool childrenwas
received. Thepromotional calendar will be
widely distributed thisfall.

1st Place Winner - 2004 Contest

' i ._.‘1--_ -
Pictured from left to right: Klissie DeFore 9" grade, Cheney High School;
Amanda Freeman Kindergarten, Zion Lutheran School; Lindsey Hlad 11
grade, Sylvan Unified High School; Madison Epp 2™ grade, Bonner Sorings
Elementary; Kara Gruber 10" grade, Hope Schools; Taylor Beck 1% grade,
Manhattan Catholic Schoals; Cole Beneda 6™ grade, Belleville Middle
School; Lauri Cheng 7" grade, Indian Woods Middle School; Governor
Sebelius; Mandy Sachse 8" grade, Pleasant Ridge Middle School; Katie
Walter 4" grade, Rosehill Elementary; Kyle Ferguson 12 grade, Maize High
School; Logan Reed 3" grade, Quinter Elementary; Secretary Bremby;
Joslyn Lang 5" grade, Victoria Elementary.

Recycling Activities at the Barton County
HHW Collection Facility and L andfill

by Wally Mack, Bureau of Waste Management

Barton County Landfill hasinitiated abicyclerecycling programin
conjunctionwith First Step Recycling, therecycling center in Great Bend, and
the State Correctional Facility in Ellsworth. Mark Witt, Barton County
Landfill Manager, said that bicyclesin variousconditionsfromdightly usedto
broken down are pulled out of thewaste stream and placed inaroll-off
container provided by First Step Recycling. Whentheroll-off containerisfull,
thebicyclesarethen hauled tothe Ellsworth Correctional Facility. Their
facility management hasaprogramwherethebicyclesare salvaged and
repaired by prisoners. Therefurbished bicyclesarethengivento needy
childrenin Ellsworth and the surrounding area.

TheBarton County Landfill isalsorecyclinglatex paint. Latex paintis
brought into theHousehold HazardousWaste Coll ection Facility at theBarton
County Landfill. Food-grade5-gallonbucketsarepulled out of
thewaste stream by thelandfill personnel and cleaned. The “
latex paintis mixedinthe5-gallon bucketsby light and dark
colors. Off-whitelatex paintisthemost requested col or. ‘ ’
Mark Witt hasawaitinglist of individualswhoreceivethe
recycledlatex paint for free.

C& D Landfill
Operatorsand
OwnersRegulatory
| nfor mation
Wor kshops

TheKansasDepartment
of Healthand Environment will
beholding workshopsat 4to 6
locationsthroughout thestatein
early 2004 (February or March)
toprovidetrainingontherevised
C&D regulations. Pleasewatch
for newsreleases, information
flyers, and the Bureau of Waste
Management’ swebsite
(www.kdhe.state.ks.us/waste)
for theworkshop schedule.
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Waste Tire Bill Allows Continued Sate
Cleanup of TirePiles

by Bill Bider, Director, Bureau of Waste Management

A cooperativeeffort by KDHE, the Kansas A ssociation of Counties, and
theMid-AmericaTireDealersAssociationledtothe passageof amajor tirehill
thisyearintheKansasL egislature (HB 2247). Thishill revised many provisions
of theWaste TireLaw which shouldimprovewastetiremanagement, facilitate
tirepileclean-up, andincreasewastetirerecycling. Thehighlightsof thebillare [
listed below:

*  KDHE hasbeengiven new authority toindependently cleanup
illegal tirepilesusing revenuefromthe$.25 per tireexcisetax. Clean-up canonly occur if theresponsible
party isunknown, or unable or unwillingtodo so. Cost recovery may or may not be pursued.

*  Anyaccumulationof 50 or morewastetiresisdefinedas”illegal” unlesstheaccumulationispermitted or
specifically exempted by thelaw (e.g., atireretailer can storeup to 1500 wastetires).

*  Countiesarenolonger responsiblefor theclean-up of illegal wastetirepiles.

*  Wastetirescan beused asaprotectivelayer abovealandfill leachate collection system.

*  Small numbersof wholetiresarriving at amunicipal solidwastelandfill mixedwith other wastemay be
disposed of inthelandfill to minimizehazardstolandfill employees.

*  WithKDHEapproval, anowner of anillegal pilecantransport thosetiresto apermitted disposal facility
without apermit.

»  Tirewholesalers,whoalso operateretail facilities, can backhaul wastetireswithout apermit.

*  Allownersof new, used, or wastetireaccumulationsmust control mosquito breeding.

*  Anewwastetirerecycling grant program for projectsto processor utilizewastetiresasamaterial or
energy resourcewasestablished. Intotal, fiscal year 2004 grantsmay not exceed $200,000. In
subsequent years, awardswill depend ontheavailability of funds.

All of theseprovisionsgointoeffect on July 1, 2003.

Sedgwick County’sNew Household

Hazar dousWaste Collection Facility (3pproximately

(continued from page 1) 1,700). .We ae
conveniently asoseeing

storecollected HHW with features located at thefront great savings

suchas: individual storageareasfor  of thebuildingso forthe

material swithdifferent hazard that participants department and

classes, chemical resistant epoxy may comeand go for our

coated floors, exhaust fans, and freely without customers. We

explosionproof dectrical equipment.  disruptingthe arenot sure

what to expect for theupcoming
monthssincewehaveexceeded all

It wasal so designed to be customer
andvendor friendly withalarge

processing of collected waste.
KolinAnglin, HHW Operations

permanent canopy that coversboth
thevendor loading dock andthe
customer unloading areaaswell.
TheSwap-&-Shopareais

Supervisor, states“Weareontrack
toreachrecordsinthetota number

of drop-off customers(approximately

8,600) and swap & shop customers

expectationsto date. Weare
excited about thepossibilitiesof
reaching suchrecordsinour first
full year at thenew facility.”
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Construction at a Solid Waste Facility
Beforea Permit is|ssued

by Paul Graves, Bureau of \Waste Management

The Bureau of Waste
Management isoften asked, “May
westart constructing thelandfill [or
transfer station, etc.] whilethepermit
applicationisbeing processed?’ The
responseweroutinely giveis, “No, it
isnot legal to construct theregulated
unitsuntil thepermitisissued, butitis
allowableto perform somegeneral
siteclearing, grading, and
construction of auxiliary features
such asfencing, etc. at your own
rsk.”

Thebasisfor thisresponseis
providedin Kansas Statutes
Annotated (K.S.A.) 65-3407(a),
which states, “ Except asotherwise
provided by K.S.A. 2001 Supp. 65-
3407c and amendmentsthereto, no
person shall construct, alter or
operateasolid wasteprocessing

facility or asolid wastedisposal area
of asolid waste management system,
except for cleanrubbledisposal sites,
without first obtainingapermitfrom
thesecretary.” Theexceptionin
K.S.A. 65-3407chastodowith
authorized exempt disposal sitesfor
illegal dump cleanups, one-time
building demolitionwherethewaste
will bedisposed onsite, emergency
disposal of livestock carcasses, and
disposal of wastefromtransportation
accidentsor natural disasters.
Unlessspecial authorizationis
requested and approved, these
exemptionsarenot avalid basisfor
construction, alteration, or operation
of solidwastefacilitiesprior to permit
issuance.

Inanattempt toclarify the
typesof constructionthat areallowed

and disallowed prior toissuanceof a
permit or permit modification, the
Bureauissued Policy 03-Ol earlier
thisyear. ThePolicy isavailableon
our web siteat

www.kdhe.state. ks.us'waste (click
onthelink for “BWM & DOE
Policies’). ThePolicy isintendedto
show that construction of any
component of awaste containment or
processing systemisprohibited until a
permitisissued. Conversely, other
activitiescommonly associated with
land devel opment, suchasclearing,
surfacegrading, constructing roads,
etc., arenot prohibited but are
conducted at theowner’ srisk and
aresubjecttoany applicableloca,
state, and federal approvals.

Satusof New C& D Landfill Regulations

by Christine Mennicke, Bureau of Waste Management

TheBureau of Waste M anagement (BWM) hasbeen devel oping aset of regulationsspecificto Construction
and Demolition (C& D) landfillswiththehelp of atask forcemadeup of landfill operators, consultants, and
environmentalists(for moredetail sontheseregul ations, seethe November 2002 issueof “ Solid Waste Update”).

L ast October BWM sent out acopy of thedraft regul ationsto the owner or operator of each C& D landfill in
Kansas, along with asurvey asking for information onthefinancial impact of the proposed regulations. Therequired

Regulatory Impact Statement was prepared based on theresultsof thesurvey.

Theregulationsarenow inthefirst step of the State’ sregul ation adoption process, whichincludesreviewsby
theKansas Department of Administration, the Attorney General, and the Joint Committeeon Administrative Rules
& Regulations. Publication of the proposed regul ationsinthe K ansas Regi ster will befollowed by atwo-month
public comment period and apublic hearing. Theregulationswill berevisedif necessary and adopted by the
Secretary of Health and Environment. Theentireprocess, fromthe Department of Administrationreview to
publication of theadopted regul ationsisanticipated to takeaminimum of eight months. Thenew regul ationswill
becomeeffective 15 daysafter their promulgationinthe KansasRegister, or according tothedate specifiedinthe

regulation.

Most of therequirementsintheseregulationswill becomeeffective 90 daysafter publicationinthe Kansas
Register. Inthethreemonthsafter theregulationsare published, BWM plansto provide ownersand operatorsof
C& D landfillstraining opportunitiesfocusing ontherequirementsof thenew regul ations.
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Groundwater Migration Through Geologic
Formations

by John Monroe, Bureau of Waste Management

A common misconception about groundwater isthat it occursinundergroundriversmuchlike
surfacestreams. Groundwater actually flowsthrough openingsbetween thegrainsof sediment (sand, silt, etc.) and
through fracturesinsolidrock (limestone, granite, etc.), aswell asdissolution features such ascavesand passages.
Depending onlocal geology and climate, groundwater may be present anywherefrom afew feet toafew hundred
feet below theground surface.

Comparedtotherapid flow of water in surface streams, most groundwater movesrelatively slowly. Water
movesinresponseto differencesinwater pressure and el evation; water withintheupper part of the saturated zone
tendsto move downward following the slope of thewater table (thetop of the zonewhere open spacesinrock are
completely filledwith
water). How fast the Watar tabile {lighar in
groundwaterflows wel saawan, lower in Giraursdwiaber d.h_':harq.u
dependson the dry nni:mll :;mu:?slm oy in
permed)llltyOf the Wnsabaraled ._1_-:: "

material andtheslopeof 2 . _f_ -
thewater table. The :::"r_:*ﬂ:ﬂ“' —
greater the capacity of a e Py S
rock totransmit afluid .-

Saturabed zone” | -

(thepermeability), the
greater the ease of flow

throughtheformation, and ekl warter gl * Groundwater
thefaster theflow. The varias with seascns & SE rdl:.r‘;ré:dg?nlbl.l;wh
steeper the slope of the i wet and dry seasons

water table, thefaster the >
flow. Dependingonthe
aquifer material, groundwater flow velocity canvary from afew feet per year to many feet per day.

Respondingtothepull of gravity, water percol atesdown into the ground through the soil and through fractures
and poresintherock. Withincreasing depth, fracturesand porestend to be closed by increasing amounts of cement
and/or by theweight of theoverlyingrock. Groundwater flowsfrom hightolow pressure; theforceof gravity usually
makeswater run*downhill”. However, groundwater may movedownward, horizontally, or upwardinresponsetothe
pressurefromoverlying groundwater.

Oncethesitegeol ogy, groundwater depth, flow direction, and flow vel ocity hasbeen determined, the
groundwater monitoring well network can bedesignedtointercept potential groundwater contaminationfromthe
landfill. Thenumber, spacing, and depthsof thegroundwater monitoring wellsarebased on site-specificdata. The
groundwater both entering thelandfill area(upgradient) andleaving thelandfill area(downgradient) ismonitored to
confirmthegroundwater flow direction, which may changeseasonally or withuse. If thesitegeol ogy isadequately
characterized and thewell network properly designed and constructed, any groundwater contamination should be
detectedwhilestill onlandfill property.

Kansas Department of Health & Environment - Bureau of Waste Management
1000 SW Jackson, Suite320 Topeka, KS 66612-1366
Voice: (785) 296-1600  Fax: (785) 296-8909 E-Mail: bwm web@kdhe.state.ks.us
www.kdhe.state ks.us/waste  www.kansasdontspoilit.com
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Calendar Items

August 26-27, 2003 2003 KDHE Environmenta Conference
Wichita, Kansas
September 12, 2003 KansasDon’t Spail It! Day at the State Fair

September 18-19, 2003 = MSWLF and SAL Operatorsand Supervisors
Traning
Sdina, Kansas
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