
TRAT PUBLIC MEETING 
FEBRUARY 14, 2010 

OTTAWA COUNTY OFFICES, PICHER OKLAHOMA 
6:00 P.M. 

 
Meeting called to order by Vice Chair Betty McBride 
Roll Call: McBride, Dahmen, Hamilton, (Bicknell & via phone conf.) 
Staff: Bob Jurgens 
EPA: Bryan Burnett 
EPA Update: Burnett shared the monitoring history for air quality showed no elevated levels for the past 
12 months. Burnett solicited input from the group as to whether they felt continued monitoring would be 
worthwhile. Only one comment regarding summer time dryness and wind creating possible increases in 
particulates was offered. Hearing no more comments, he shared he would be recommending to his 
management the EPA discontinue monitoring this spring. 
Buy-Out Process update: Jurgens: He shared that people need to keep the KDHE informed as to their new 
addresses when they move. He provided forms for them to utilize. 
To date, the Trust has sent out 76 offer letters, 50 owners have accepted, 17 closings have occurred to date, 
with 26 persons still deciding. Goal is to have those wanting to be bought out to have the process done by 
summer. Demolition will not begin until the majority of those bought out have moved. 
Dumpsters: Mayor Blunk shared that on February 28th a dumpster will be on site in Treece. Please set 
large items like swing sets etc. along side the dumpster. No tires, appliances, chemicals will be allowed. 
EPA to Fund HHHW: Jurgens indicated that on 3/12/11, and on each second Saturday for the next four 
months, EPA will have a hazardous waste trailer in Treece. Those wanting to dump will need to show ID 
and proof they are from Treece and involved in the buyout. 
Closing & Title Services: The Trust is utilizing three closing companies. Those accepting the buyout will 
or have received a letter from KDHE indicating which closing company they have been assigned to. The 
Trust has allowed you to live in the property for up to 60 days after the closing ($3,000 will be withheld 
until vacation of the property and final inspection). There is an additional form needing executed, 
reaffirming the moving obligations contained in the acceptance letter. 
Public Questions: What can we take or leave behind? Answer: Don’t leave food waste, pets, animals, 
chemicals, cleaning supplies, and chemicals. White goods may be left behind for later pickup for recycling. 
Removed Items? : There is a form attached to your acceptance letter. Complete it and attach it to your 
application. The Trust will review it and approve or deny all or some of it. 
Mobile Homes must be Livable when Left! 
Utility Shut-off: A list of provider’s utilities was provided. Jurgens asked of those moving to notify him of 
the date they are leaving, so KDHE can have someone there to drain lines etc. ALSO, utility bills must be 
current. If they are not, the amount owed will be withheld from the settlement, by the closing company. 
Kansas Dept on Aging: Brochures are available at City Hall in Treece. 
Kansas Gas Service Company: KGS has indicated their desire to with draw from serving Treece. KGS 
has inquired of the KCC as to how that might be done. 
City Structure: The present city structure remains until there is a vote of the remaining in the city. If 
elected officials move from the city, the position will need to be filled by election. 
Water/Sewer Bonds: Those persons remaining in the City (if it so remains) will be obligated to take on the 
debt service obligations ($50,000 in three bonds). 
Solicitation of who will not be taking the buyout: Jurgens asked of those who will not be taking the 
buyout, to inform him as soon as possible. 
Expressions of dissatisfactions: One gentleman expressed unhappiness, stating he was 77 years old and gets 
less than $600/mo. to live on. “I need $10,000 more for my house in order to buy something decent.” 
McBride explained the Trust’s responsibility under the law. Substantial discussion was held on how more 
money might be made available to all property owners involved in the buyout process. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:35. 
 
___________________________________ 
Jim Dahmen, Secretary 2/14/11 


