
TREECE RELOCATION TRUST MEETING 
February 10, 2011 

CHEROKEE COUNTY COURT HOUSE  
9:00 A.M. 

Meeting called to order by Vice Chair McBride 
Roll Call: McBride, Dahmen, Hamilton, with Bicknell & Delmont via conference phone. 
Minutes: MMSC (Bicknell/Hamilton) approve the minutes of the Jan. 20th meeting as corrected by KDHE. 
Accounting Report: No report, accountant has not received the bank statements to reconcile. One will be 
available at our next meeting. 
MMSC (Hamilton/Dahmen) to pay invoices as submitted by KDHE & Secretary Dahmen 
Vice Chair comments: McBride expressed concern about leaks coming out of executive sessions, and the 
fact they should not happen. 
Jurgens reported quarterly reports had been submitted to the Governors office and EPA. 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Offers to Purchase status: Dahmen/Jurgens: Jurgens reported that paperwork was completed allowing for 
the signatures to be applied to 15 more offer letters. With a total of 76 properties, we are about half-way 
through the property acquisition process. Jurgens handed out a map showing the status of parcels in Treece. 
He indicated that most of the, “non-applications” dealt with vacant parcels. McBride commented she had 
executed five closings this week for the Trust. During which she asked the sellers how they felt about the 
process? One stated she felt the process was very fair. Another said they were able to buy another home 
and actually upgraded the quality of the residence. Another said the property in Baxter had skyrocketed, 
because someone was buying up all the modest priced homes and jacking up the prices. Another said they 
would have liked to have had more money, but understood the situation. Jurgens shared that the Oklahoma 
laws and the Kansas laws differ substantially, and this was causing people to have some consternation. 
However, a lot of closings will happen this week. Trying to track down the owners of vacant lots has been 
time consuming. 
Payment Timing and Notification: The first batch of payments experienced some difficulties, however the 
problems have been worked out and the process should run smoother now. 
Errors: Jurgens reported that an error had occurred on one of the offer letters. The letter stated an offer of 
$22,000. It should have stated $11,000. The property owner is aware of the mistake and staff is working 
with them. Another had a $1,000 dollar error. Both topics will be discussed in executive session under 
attorney client privilege relating to property acquisition. 
Phase II Appraisals: Two of the three appraisers have completed and submitted their work. We are waiting 
on the third. 
EPA HHW Collection: Scheduled for 3/12/11. EPA unit to be in Treece from 8 am to 2 pm. Only those 
with valid ID as being from Treece buyout effort will be allowed to deposit HHW. Reimbursement 
payments will be made after the property has been inspected by KDHE. Property owners need to call 
KDHE when they have cleaned up the property for inspection. 
Closing Status: Everything approved by the Trustees to date has been processed, with funds having been 
transferred to the various closing companies. 
Assisted Living: Brochures have been made available to residents for their review and consideration. 
NEW BUSINESS: 
MMSC (Dahmen/Delmont) to approve the signed applications (14) as submitted by KDHE staff, and 
authorize the submission of a payment request to EPA in the amount of $409,809.33 to cover said 
applications. 
Items to be removed list/requests: Jurgens submitted a list of items property owners would like to take with 
them upon vacation of the property. Property owners submitting requests were: ORM-15; ORM-10; ORM-
25; ORW-007; ORW-008;ORW-009;ORW-015; ORW-22; ORW-003. 
MMSC (Bicknell/Hamilton) to accept and approve the list. 
MMSC (Dahmen/Hamilton) to approve the relocation costs submitted by staff from Les & Gayla 
Woodcock in the amount of $1,955.00, with the understanding that such costs, on other properties will need 
to be reviewed and approved by the Trustees on a case-by-case basis. 
City Incorporation/Bonds: Jurgens and City Clerk Pruitt have chatted with the Kansas League of 
Municipalities, learning that a new election would have to be held. If the electorate decided not to dissolve, 
then an election must be held to elect new officials if the present ones moved from Treece. Those residents 



remaining would have to take on the obligation of paying the sewer bonds outstanding. These issues will be 
discussed at the next public meeting. 
Hamilton appointment: Mr. Hamilton’s appointment will expire 3/15/11. There is some question as to 
whether it is 3/15/11 or 3/15/12. Chairman Bicknell has submitted a letter to the Governor recommending 
the re-appointment of Mr. Hamilton. 
Kansas Gas Service Company: Jurgens reported that Kansas Gas Service has submitted an inquiry to the 
Kansas Corporation Commission, expressing desire to relinquish their certificate of convenience and 
withdraw from serving Treece. They expressed Health and safety issues for their employees, subsidence 
issues endangering the reliability of their underground pipes, and a future limited customer base to support 
the recapture of their possible stranded investment. KGS has submitted to KDHE a request to have the 
Trust purchase the fixed assets of KGS ($40,000). 
MMSC (Hamilton/Delmont) to deny the request by KGS to purchase the assets of KGS in Treece, Kansas. 
Jurgens reported that Kansas Gas Service legal counsel will be attending the next public meeting. 
Empire District Electric: Jurgens contacted Empire after he received the request from Kansas Gas Service, 
to see what their intentions were. Empire responded they plan to continue to serve whatever customers 
remaining. 
Mobile Home Preparation: Ruben Sanchez has contacted KDHE to see if he could bid on mobile homes the 
Trust might acquire? Jurgens suggested the Trust may want to consider hiring a mobile home broker to 
prep the units and/or market them. 
MMSC (Dahmen/Bicknell) to authorize KDHE staff to bring back cost estimates for mobile home prep to 
the Trust at the next meeting. 
Appraisal Reviews: No new appraisal reports for consideration today, however we do have a couple to be 
discussed in executive session in preparation for an offer letter. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Mrs. Blunk submitted a compilation of expenses prepared by contractors to move their mobile home and 
set it up on a new site. Cost estimates total about $11,000. Jurgens provided a form for the Blunks to fill out 
and submit with documentation attached. 
Randy asked how he was to handle prorated portion of real estate taxes. It was share the closing company 
will calculate those numbers. 
MMSC (Hamilton/Dahmen) to establish a separate account for the eventual payment of tax liabilities 
incurred by the Trust, relating to property acquisition. 
MMSC (Hamilton/Dahmen) to go into executive session from 10:30 to 11:30 for attorney/client discussions 
relating to property acquisition. 
MMSC (Dahmen/Hamilton) to go back into regular session as the time is 11:30. 
MMSC (Dahmen/Hamilton) to establish a special meeting notification to include discussion on possible 
Program Plan changes which would affect the by-laws of the Trust, and affect property valuation processes. 
MMSC (Dahmen/Hamilton) to authorize Bob Jurgens & attorney Bill Morin, to prepare a draft of possible 
changes to the Program Plan for submission to the Trustees and possible submission to the Governors 
office and EPA for approval of the draft changes. 
MMSC (Hamilton/Dahmen) to submit offer letters to NR-1 and NR-2. 
Future Meetings: 2/14, 6:00pm Picher Ottawa County offices; 2/17 at 11:00 Cherokee Co. Court House; 
2/24 at 11:00 am Cherokee Co. Court House. 
MMSC (Dahmen/Hamilton) to approve the offers as prepared by staff, for signatures by Vice Chair 
McBride: ORM-17L;ORM-010;ORM-013;ORM-024;ORM-025;ORW-007;ORW-008;ORW-009;ORW-
015;ORW-022;V-01;V-02;V-03;V-05;ORW-003,  with the letter to be submitted by staff to property 
owners. 
MMSC (Hamilton/Dahmen) to adjourn. 
 
________________________________ 
Jim Dahmen 
Secretary, TRAT, 2/10/11 
 
 


