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Meeting Minutes 
Treece Relocation Assistance Trust Meeting 

July 9, 2010 at 1:00 P.M. 
Cherokee County Courthouse, Room 34, Columbus, KS 

 

Trustee Members: 
Present: Gene Bicknell, Jim Dahmen, John Delmont, and Betty McBride.  Eddie Hamilton arrived 10 minutes 
after start of meeting. 
Absent: None 
Quorum present: Yes 
 
Others Present: 
KDHE: Bob Jurgens, Ryan Singer, and Gary Blackburn  
Attorney General’s Office: Asst. Attorney General Sam Speed and Asst. Attorney General Chris Grunewald 
City of Treece: Mayor Bill Blunt and City Clerk Pam Pruitt 
 
Proceedings:  
Meeting called to order at 1:05 p.m. by Chair Gene Bicknell 
 
Bylaws status:  
- Jurgens submitted to Governor on June 10, 2010.  No approval notice as of July 9, 2010. 

 
Legal Assistance:   
- Attorney General’s Office will provide the Trust legal support.  Liability of trustees discussed.   
- Hamilton and McBride voice concerns about having an attorney from the Attorney General’s office present 
at all meetings.  Speed responds they will reply confer with management and reply to trustees about 
availability   
- Bonding: $2.03 a year per person for State Bond.  Speed indicated Chairman, Vice Chairman, and Treasurer 
should be bonded. Bicknell replied that all trustees have ability to sign checks, therefore all need to be 
bonded.  Speed concurred and will prepare paperwork for the bonding. 
- Trust Setup: Speed will prepare paperwork to get a FEIN, state agency number, and tax exemption  
- Open Meeting Law: Speed reminds trustees that email correspondence between more than two trustees 
would be considered a meeting under the law.   
 
Federal Grant Procedures: 
- Need to bid on work due to state and federal funding. 
- Negotiated procurement recommended allowing ability to in part choose contractors due to technical 
expertise.  
 
Funding: 
- Bicknell expresses concerns about potential delays due to the transfer of funds and exceeding the money 
available from the EPA. 
- Blackburn speaks about initial $75,000 being transferred to Trust after contract is signed.  Need Trust to be 
legal entity to sign a contract. Jurgens expects 15-20 days for money to move from KDHE to the Trust.  
–Funding expected to be adequate for long-term residents (prior to March 2006)   
- MOTION by Dahmen to exclude commercial property not supplied by the current City of Treece water 
system; seconded and passed 5-0. 
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Appraiser Guidelines: 
- Dahmen and McBride to develop appraiser bidding criteria.  Appraiser list developed of eight people from 
internet and Cherokee County Appraiser Office.   
- Criteria includes: certification and use only comparison property in Cherokee County, Kansas.  
- Contact everyone on the list to attend a pre-bid meeting to gauge interest and solicit ideas.  Jurgens to 
contact appraisers.   

  
Applications/Offers:  
- McBride: Applicants should be given 90 days to accept offer and 90 days to relocate.  
- Gary Blackburn emphasizes that the March 13, 2006 deadline is in the statute and people that moved to 
Treece prior to said date will have first priority. People that moved there after March 13, 2006 will not be 
appraised, rather they can receive what they paid for the home plus interest. Recent improvements will be 
taken into consideration. 
- Land will be considered up to five acres and on a case to case basis.  
- Blackburn expresses need to look for back taxes on properties. 
- Closing cost to be paid by the Trust.  Jurgens suggest hiring a closing company because the trust is 
responsible for closing costs. 
- MOTION to accept the Residential and Non-residential Application forms as designed by KDHE; seconded 
and passed 5-0.  
- MOTION to establish deadlines for acceptance of Phase I applications after Governor’s approval of bylaws 
through August 31, 2010; seconded and passed 5-0. 
- Outstanding City Bonds: Jurgens questions if residents remaining after the buyout are responsible for bonds 
held by the Farmers Bank and Trust Possible that the purchase of the city hall may cover the bond.  Trust 
tables the decision to wait and see how many residents will remain and if sewer system will still be used by 
remaining residents.  If sewer system remains in operation bond may stay with the system. 
 
Demolition: 
- Demo material disposal options.  Jurgens – Picher subsidence pits have been discussed and there is a 
potentially new C&D landfill under permit review approx three miles from Treece.  Any permitted facility 
will be sufficient and the final disposal will likely be up to the contractor bidding on the demolition contract. 
 
Relocation Area: 
- Jurgens discusses proposed buyout area including all property within city limits and residential parcels 
identified by legal description that are served by the City of Treece public water supply system.  Includes 
homes north on 10th street to Starr road and then west to the third property. 
- MOTION to accept relocation area as noted; seconded and passed 5-0 
 
Eligibility of people who leave before the buyout:  
McBride questions if renters leaving now will still qualify for buyout.  Jurgens replies that Program Plan is 
written to consider the house as occupied if the occupant moved out after January 28, 2010 because that was 
the date many people were reasonably sure the buyout would occur. 
 
Accounting Services: 
- Dahmen contacted two accounting services for the Trust. Janet Graham, public accountant declined to quote 
a price.  Patricia Beatty certified public accountant quoted a price of $225.00/month.   
MOTION to accept the quote for accounting services of Patricia Beatty; seconded and passed 5-0. 
 
Meeting Minutes Transcription: 
- Jurgens informed Trust that KDHE does not have long term capabilities to transcribe all the meeting 
minutes.  Blackburn discussed Key Staffing as an option to hire clerical support.  Trustees will look into 
options for clerical support. 
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Post Office Box:  
- McBride opened a Post Office Box for the Trust.  TRA Trust address is Po Box 66, Columbus, KS 66725. 
 
Expense/Per Diem Voucher  
Reimbursement voucher prepared by Dahmen accepted for use by trustees.  Jurgens requested copies be kept 
and submitted for proof of expense for monthly reports. 
 
Open Records Act: 
- Jurgens indicated statutes require an official location for TRA Trust records and meeting minutes. 
- MOTION by Hamilton to use the Columbus, KS library as the official location for records retention, 
seconded and passed pending acceptance of the records by the library 5-0. 
  
Information Kiosk: 
- Jurgens informs trustees a kiosk has been mounted on Treece City Hall to help inform residents of upcoming 
events. 
 
Property Taxes:  
- Who will pay the real estate taxes on bought property before it is turned over? Speed states that bought 
property should be exempt as state property.  Blackburn notes there will be an Environmental Use Control on 
bought property preventing the property from being reoccupied. 
 
Vacant Lots: 
- McBride asks if vacant lots will be bought as separate properties. Jurgens indicates the Program Plan 
specifies property may be bought as a whole if the empty lots are adjacent to the home. 
 
Next Meetings:  
- Trustees’ Meeting scheduled for 1:00 p.m. on Monday, July 26, 2010 in Room 34, Cherokee County 
Courthouse, Columbus, KS. 
- Public Availability Session planned for 6:00-8:00 p.m. on Monday, August 2, 2010 at the Ottawa County, 
OK County Roads Dept. (former Picher City Hall).  Primarily be hosted to help answer questions concerning 
applications. A notary public to be present for the session. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:03 p.m. (2hrs 58 minutes)  

 
 
 


