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Leads the country in the number of Tobacco Farms (8113) –
50% of all US Tobacco Farms
Second Leading Burley Tobacco Producer in the U.S.



Advocates in rural communities often avoid Advocates in rural communities often avoid 
conflict.conflict.

Less anonymity Less anonymity –– everyone knows everyone knows 
everyone. everyone. 

Advocates reluctant to stand up against Advocates reluctant to stand up against 
vocal opposition.vocal opposition.

Rural citizens often disbelieve or Rural citizens often disbelieve or 
underestimate the threat of the opposition.underestimate the threat of the opposition.

Individual rights and selfIndividual rights and self‐‐reliance are reliance are 
hallmarks of the culture.hallmarks of the culture.



Strong tobacco heritage. Strong tobacco heritage. 

Key influential leaders in rural communities Key influential leaders in rural communities 
put through college by tobacco money.put through college by tobacco money.

Russell Spears farm, Lexington, Kentucky, ~1940. 



““Financial impact of smoking bans will be Financial impact of smoking bans will be 
tremendous tremendous –– 3 to 5 fewer cigarettes per day 3 to 5 fewer cigarettes per day 
per smoker will reduce annual manufacturer per smoker will reduce annual manufacturer 
profits a billion dollars plus per year.profits a billion dollars plus per year.””

A SmokerA Smoker’’s Alliance, s Alliance, Phillip Morris, 8/1/93Phillip Morris, 8/1/93



AntiAnti‐‐ Health Groups in KentuckyHealth Groups in Kentucky



Front groups for the tobacco companies are Front groups for the tobacco companies are 
entwined in small communities. entwined in small communities. 

Front groups exploit the selfFront groups exploit the self--reliance and conflict reliance and conflict 
avoidance of rural communities.avoidance of rural communities.

Front groups approach local businesses, predicting dire Front groups approach local businesses, predicting dire 
consequences and citing hearsay and undocumented consequences and citing hearsay and undocumented 

business hardship in cities that have passed similar laws.business hardship in cities that have passed similar laws.

EXAMPLESEXAMPLES::
Libertarian PartyLibertarian Party
SmokersSmokers’’ rights groups rights groups -- ProPro--tobacco groups mobilize tobacco groups mobilize 
smokers to give the impression of being smokers to give the impression of being ““local.local.””
Heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) Heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) 
industryindustry
Gaming associationsGaming associations-- BINGOBINGO
Tobacco retailers Tobacco retailers 

EXAMPLESEXAMPLES::

Local restaurant and bar owners Local restaurant and bar owners -- Testify against Testify against 
smokesmoke--free air using talking points from the Tobacco free air using talking points from the Tobacco 
Industry PlaybookIndustry Playbook

Business or libertarian coalitions Business or libertarian coalitions -- May be funded by May be funded by 
the Tobacco Industrythe Tobacco Industry



You've seen taxes go higher, palms get greased, public information hidden, 
and no one ever seems to do anything about it. …

That is where the Bluegrass Institute for Public Policy Solutions comes in. 
We have resources to launch a sustained multimedia attack on the forces 
that have held Kentucky back for too long and to pull people together who 

want simply to get the political class out of their pockets. 

Our research capabilities and education initiatives, combined with our 
outreach efforts, can help you make a difference.

You want to proactively change this state for the better. We want to help 
you do it.

Take the first step. Contact the Bluegrass Institute. 

www.bipps.orgwww.bipps.org



SourceSource: : 
Campaign for LibertyCampaign for Liberty

Policy ProgressPolicy Progress::
•• An attempt at a countyAn attempt at a county‐‐
wide ordinance failed in wide ordinance failed in 
2008.2008.



SourceSource: : 
Lynda Farley, in association Lynda Farley, in association 
with with Forces InternationalForces International and and 
the the American Smokers Party American Smokers Party ––
KentuckyKentucky

Policy ProgressPolicy Progress::
•• An attempt at a cityAn attempt at a city‐‐wide wide 
ordinance failed in 2007.ordinance failed in 2007.



““LittleLittle”” tobacco has emerged in tobacco has emerged in 
rural tobaccorural tobacco‐‐growing areas.growing areas.

•• Employ the covert tactics of Big Employ the covert tactics of Big 
Tobacco.Tobacco.

•• Use local esteemed community Use local esteemed community 
members as spokespersons.members as spokespersons.

•• Frame as property rights to Frame as property rights to 
appeal to sense of individual appeal to sense of individual 
liberties.liberties.



AntiAnti‐‐health groups try to gain credibility by health groups try to gain credibility by 
presenting to local health officials and policy presenting to local health officials and policy 
makers at local and state meetings.makers at local and state meetings.

Use healthUse health‐‐conscious messages to mask the conscious messages to mask the 
risks to nonsmokers and rely on risks to nonsmokers and rely on ““adult adult 
choiceschoices”” and and ““smoker courtesysmoker courtesy””

Smoker CourtesySmoker Courtesy
Adults who have made the personal choiceAdults who have made the personal choice
to smoke have rights and responsibilities.to smoke have rights and responsibilities.

For example:For example:

•• Adults who smoke should avoid exposing minors to Adults who smoke should avoid exposing minors to 
secondhand smoke. secondhand smoke. 

•• Smokers should be respectful and courteous about Smokers should be respectful and courteous about 
where they smoke. where they smoke. 

•• Smokers should properly dispose of cigarette butts Smokers should properly dispose of cigarette butts 
and empty packages. and empty packages. 

(Take from RJ REYNOLDS website (Take from RJ REYNOLDS website ‐‐ www.rjrt.com/home.asp)www.rjrt.com/home.asp)



NKYChoice is a coalition of business owners, property owners, anNKYChoice is a coalition of business owners, property owners, and d 
individuals concerned with the loss of personal and economic freindividuals concerned with the loss of personal and economic freedom edom 

that accompanies smoking bans.that accompanies smoking bans.

Our primary mission is to work with as many other groups as possOur primary mission is to work with as many other groups as possible, to ible, to 
present alternative and rational solutions, rather than an extrepresent alternative and rational solutions, rather than an extreme, me, 

overbearing ban.overbearing ban.

Did you know...Did you know...
•• That smoking bans cause an increase in DUI fatalities? That smoking bans cause an increase in DUI fatalities? 
•• Smoking bans hurt local economies, and cause small  Smoking bans hurt local economies, and cause small  

businesses to go outbusinesses to go out--ofof--business? business? 
•• That over twoThat over two--thirds (66%) of all restaurants in Northern Kentucky thirds (66%) of all restaurants in Northern Kentucky 

are already smokeare already smoke--free, by their own choice?free, by their own choice?

http://www.nkychoice.com/philosophy



All workers have a right to work in a safe, healthy, nonAll workers have a right to work in a safe, healthy, non--
lifelife--threatening environment.threatening environment.

At Longnecks, in Wilder, Kentucky, the owner told NKYchoice At Longnecks, in Wilder, Kentucky, the owner told NKYchoice 
representatives that 23 of his 25 employees smoke, and that the representatives that 23 of his 25 employees smoke, and that the other 2 other 2 
don't care. A quick survey of the employees showed this to be acdon't care. A quick survey of the employees showed this to be accurate. curate. 

The owner is himself a nonThe owner is himself a non--smoker, but sees the bans as an infringement smoker, but sees the bans as an infringement 
on his personal property rights.on his personal property rights.

Many people work in highMany people work in high--stress environments. Some choose to work in stress environments. Some choose to work in 
such environments, because they like it. Some people sit at a desuch environments, because they like it. Some people sit at a desk all day sk all day 

with no physical activity. Some work with large equipment that cwith no physical activity. Some work with large equipment that could crush ould crush 
them without warning. Some work in nuclear power plants, where othem without warning. Some work in nuclear power plants, where one ne 
mistake could be disastrous. Some work on interstates with vehicmistake could be disastrous. Some work on interstates with vehicles les 

passing by at 65MPH. Some work on the tops of bridges, stadiums,passing by at 65MPH. Some work on the tops of bridges, stadiums, and and 
other tall structures, where one false move could lead to them fother tall structures, where one false move could lead to them falling to alling to 

their death. their death. 
In general, work is bad for you.In general, work is bad for you.

TAKEN FROM NKYCHOICE.COMTAKEN FROM NKYCHOICE.COM::

““The following are either the most common or the The following are either the most common or the 
most outrageous arguments made by those in favor most outrageous arguments made by those in favor 
of a smoking ban, and the response from NKY of a smoking ban, and the response from NKY 
Choice.Choice.””

"I have to carry an inhaler because I can't be around "I have to carry an inhaler because I can't be around 
smoke"smoke"

If you have an allergic reaction to cigarette smoke so If you have an allergic reaction to cigarette smoke so 
bad that you have an asthma attack, bad that you have an asthma attack, perhaps you perhaps you 

should avoid all areas that cause you to suffer such an should avoid all areas that cause you to suffer such an 
attack.attack.

Perhaps we should ask Krohn Conservatory to move all Perhaps we should ask Krohn Conservatory to move all 
of these highof these high--allergen plants outside. allergen plants outside. It wouldn't be a It wouldn't be a 
ban on flowers; we'd just be asking for such plants ban on flowers; we'd just be asking for such plants 
giving off potentially deadly allergens to be placed giving off potentially deadly allergens to be placed 

outside.outside.

If I had to choose, I will accept the loss of those killed in DUI 
related automobile crashes

Wow.
Do you recognize that there's a difference between government-

legislated death versus self-inflicted death?
You are willing to allow the government to create a mandate that

will result in innocent death, in order to prevent people from 
willfully engaging in harmful behavior.

If your moral compass knowingly allows innocent people to be 
killed by bad legislation, then there's not much else that can be 

said.
NKY Choice, on the other hand, does not advocate the taking of 
innocent life, especially when resulting from flawed government 

mandates.

Thousands of communities have protection from Thousands of communities have protection from 
secondhand smoke. None are taking back these laws secondhand smoke. None are taking back these laws 

because DUIs are going upbecause DUIs are going up..

One thing you'll never see; government admitting it was One thing you'll never see; government admitting it was 
wrong.wrong.

Meanwhile, this statistic is not widely reported. When Meanwhile, this statistic is not widely reported. When 
people know thatpeople know that there was an increase in DUI fatalities there was an increase in DUI fatalities 
because of smoking bansbecause of smoking bans, when they can easily avoid , when they can easily avoid 
smoking establishments, support for these bans does smoking establishments, support for these bans does 

decrease.decrease.



Announcing FreedomKentucky.org! Announcing FreedomKentucky.org! 
Striving to be a respected, oneStriving to be a respected, one--stop source of stop source of 

information about what is really going on in Kentucky.information about what is really going on in Kentucky.

What is FreedomKentucky?What is FreedomKentucky?
FreedomKentucky is a wiki built to focus on liberty FreedomKentucky is a wiki built to focus on liberty 

issues important to Kentucky citizens. It serves as a issues important to Kentucky citizens. It serves as a 
meeting ground for concerned individuals who want to meeting ground for concerned individuals who want to 
share information about their community, schools and share information about their community, schools and 

elected officials.elected officials.

How Can I Help?How Can I Help?
As a wiki, FreedomKentucky thrives on open As a wiki, FreedomKentucky thrives on open 

collaboration. The site will become more specific and collaboration. The site will become more specific and 
accurate with your participation. There are no restrictions accurate with your participation. There are no restrictions 

as to who is allowed to contribute. as to who is allowed to contribute. 
Publish it!Publish it! Get started here!Get started here!

Follow FreedomKentuck.org on Twitter at Follow FreedomKentuck.org on Twitter at 
http://twitter.com/FreedomKentuckyhttp://twitter.com/FreedomKentucky!!

Visit Visit FreedomKentucky.orgFreedomKentucky.org’’s blogs blog for updates about for updates about 
recent articles and helpful tips about contributing. recent articles and helpful tips about contributing. 

Courtesy of the Bluegrass InstituteCourtesy of the Bluegrass Institute



SAVE THE DATE!
BLUEGRASS TAX LIBERATION DAY 

APRIL 18

Think of it like Kentucky's first "Liberty Fair" with games, prizes, music and face painting. 
Fun for the whole family in the name of limited government, free enterprise, individual 

responsibility, property rights and the principles that founded our nation! 

Applebee’s Ball Park
207 Legends Lane

Lexington, KY 40505
Saturday, April 18, 2009

11am-2pm
rain or shine



Published in the Logan News Democrat Published in the Logan News Democrat 
May 2009 ~ Logan County, KentuckyMay 2009 ~ Logan County, Kentucky

Don Watkins, 
Columnist

The Ayn Rand Center (ARC) is the public 
policy and outreach division of the 

Ayn Rand Institute. 

The Center’s mission is to advance 
individual rights (the rights of each person 
to life, liberty, property, and the pursuit of 
happiness) as the moral basis for a fully 

free, laissez-faire capitalist society. 



In August, 2008, Danville, KY enacted a In August, 2008, Danville, KY enacted a 
comprehensive smokecomprehensive smoke‐‐free ordinance covering free ordinance covering 

all workplaces and enclosed public places. all workplaces and enclosed public places. 

The following article is from the February 22, The following article is from the February 22, 
2009 edition (Circ. 10218, Page 7, 70102) of the 2009 edition (Circ. 10218, Page 7, 70102) of the 

Advocate Messenger Advocate Messenger in Danville, KY. in Danville, KY. 



Countering AntiCountering Anti‐‐health Group health Group 
MessagesMessages

Provide examples from other rural communities.Provide examples from other rural communities.

Train coalitions and local advocacy groups on Train coalitions and local advocacy groups on 
opposition tactics and potential front groups.opposition tactics and potential front groups.

Expose industry tactics early and often. Expose industry tactics early and often. 

Work with coalitions early on to determine Work with coalitions early on to determine 
locally effective ways to counter delay and locally effective ways to counter delay and 
diversion tactics. diversion tactics. 

Encourage advocates to maintain and reinforce Encourage advocates to maintain and reinforce 
the the worker healthworker health message. message. 



Countering AntiCountering Anti‐‐health Group health Group 
MessagesMessages

Train advocates on how to assess the validity of Train advocates on how to assess the validity of 
scientific studies.scientific studies.

Assist advocates in developing talking points Assist advocates in developing talking points 
that counter specific opposition claims.that counter specific opposition claims.

Encourage advocates form a relationship with Encourage advocates form a relationship with 
their media outlets.their media outlets.

Assist advocates in writing Letters to the Editor Assist advocates in writing Letters to the Editor 
and Opinion Editorials to precede and rebut and Opinion Editorials to precede and rebut 
opposition coverage. opposition coverage. 



Countering AntiCountering Anti‐‐health Group health Group 
MessagesMessages

Educate advocates on the differences between Educate advocates on the differences between 
education/advocacy and lobbying. education/advocacy and lobbying. 

Identify those who can lobby and educate/train Identify those who can lobby and educate/train 
them. them. 

•• Reassure advocates that: Reassure advocates that: 

1)1) The facts are on our side. The facts are on our side. 

2)2) Being assertive without being malicious or Being assertive without being malicious or 
provocative is the best approach (vs. doing provocative is the best approach (vs. doing 
nothing).nothing).



Countering AntiCountering Anti‐‐health Group health Group 
MessagesMessages

Explore the Tobacco Industry Tracking Explore the Tobacco Industry Tracking 
DatabaseDatabase©© at at www.tidatabase.orgwww.tidatabase.org for for 
possible relationships between the tobacco possible relationships between the tobacco 
industry and new front groups in the industry and new front groups in the 
communitycommunity

•• Research the ties of anyone opposing the Research the ties of anyone opposing the 
issue.issue.

•• Monitor the opposition on blogs, FaceBook, Monitor the opposition on blogs, FaceBook, 
MySpace, and opposition websites.MySpace, and opposition websites.



A GovernmentA Government’’s Duty to Protect s Duty to Protect 
Its Citizens Its Citizens 

Opposition Claim: 
No “governmental entity should take action.”

The April 2004 Kentucky Supreme Court ruled local 
governments have the power to promote and safeguard 

public health. 

The Supreme Court also noted that “…the protection of 
public health…is not only a right but a manifest duty….”

Protecting the public from exposure to environmental tobacco 
smoke, sometimes known as second-hand smoke, can be the proper 
object of the police power of local government…This Court has held 
on several occasions that the protection of public health is uniformly 

recognized as a most important municipal function.



Our Economic experts such as Dr. Will Snell tell us over 80% of
U.S. Burley is now exported with Switzerland and Netherlands the

largest importers.

It is clear our future will rely on export opportunities to global 
manufacturers.

~ President of the Burley Tobacco Growers: Testimony provided at the US House of 
Representatives Thursday, March 26, 2009 – 10:00 a.m. Subcommittee on Rural Development, 

Biotechnology, Specialty Crops, and Foreign Agriculture—Public Hearing. 

We Can Honor Our 
Heritage Without 

Compromising The Health 
Of Our Workers And 

Citizens!



Educational and Advocacy Educational and Advocacy 
MaterialsMaterials



FREE WORKSHOPS FOR KENTUCKY JOURNALISTS

Novel Approaches:Novel Approaches:
Media TrainingsMedia Trainings



Prepare rural journalists to cover the issues of 
tobacco and health on a local level; 
Discuss the evidence, the impacts and the 
controversies; 
Hear opposing views on smoke‐free laws; 
To share ideas on how to cover these controversial 
but hugely important subjects. 

Novel Approaches:Novel Approaches:
Media TrainingsMedia Trainings

Workshop for Rural Kentucky Journalists:
Objectives



Good Morning Ms. Hahn,

I failed last night to win some breathable air for our employees. The 
situation got totally out of hand. To paint a picture would take far too 
much of your time….

Short version, the Editor of our local paper who was in attendance, 
left as I was beginning to introduce my ordinance. Shortly thereafter 
we had an almost chaotic situation, the Mayor adjourned the 
meeting without a vote and the policeman had to gently restrain one 
councilman away from me....

I will not quit, I told the mayor it was a life or death situation and she 
totally ignored me.

Thank you



*As of 10/9/09, 30.3% of Kentuckians were covered by a comprehensive 
smoke-free law.



Kristian Wagner, MS, RD, LDKristian Wagner, MS, RD, LD
Kristian.Wagner@uky.eduKristian.Wagner@uky.edu
859.323.4572859.323.4572

Kentucky Center for SmokeKentucky Center for Smoke‐‐free Policyfree Policy
www.kcsp.uky.eduwww.kcsp.uky.edu
kcsp00@lsv.uky.edukcsp00@lsv.uky.edu
859859‐‐323323‐‐45874587
University of Kentucky Tobacco Policy Research ProgramUniversity of Kentucky Tobacco Policy Research Program
www.mc.uky.edu/tobaccopolicywww.mc.uky.edu/tobaccopolicy
ejhahn00@email.uky.eduejhahn00@email.uky.edu
859859‐‐257257‐‐23582358


