Responding To Negative Editorials

· Get a letter to the editor out as quickly as possible--the NY Times, for example, won't run a response more than 7 days after the editorial appeared. 

· If possible, get a third party to write a response in some cases.  

· In responding be respectful but forceful.  

· Go after weakest, most absurd points (if there are any) first to undermine the credibility of the editorial. 

· After saying how the editorial was wrong on its facts or analysis, give strong assertive statements of your position.  

· Don't make it too technical if possible--tie it to something the public or at least a good slice of the public understands and supports, if possible.  Then get it out quickly.  

· These letters have to be short, and are best if they are punchy, not pontificating.  
