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The Public Health Law Center 



The Public Health Law Center 

We do: 

• Legal research 
• Policy 

development 
• Publications 
• Trainings 

    We don’t: 

• Direct 
representation 
• Lobby 



Policy 

 
Any written plan or 
course of  action 
designed to 
influence and 
determine decisions 
 



Why write it down? 



Evolution of  PHLC Technical Assistance 
Identify 

needs/listen to 
communities 

Research in 
partnership with 

Kansas and 
national experts 

Develop 
resources and 

tools 

Identify 
common 
themes 

Engage with 
communities 

Refine 
resources/ 

identify gaps 



Physical Activity and Healthy Eating 
Kansas Initiatives 

Healthy Eating 

Healthy Vending Bids & 
Contracts 
Healthy Food Procurement 

Policy 
Food Policy Council 
Land Bank Policy 
Farmers’ Markets 
Childcare 
Healthy Healthcare 
Farm to Fork Initiatives  

 

Bicycle/Pedestrian Initiatives 

Comprehensive Plan 
Complete Streets Policy 
Master Bike/Ped plan 
Active Transportation 

Council 
Active Transportation Design 

Standards  
SRTS Crosswalk Policy 

Presenter
Presentation Notes





Kansas Specific Resources 

http://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/topics/special-collections/kansas-resources  

http://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/topics/special-collections/kansas-resources


For more information, 
watch this webinar: 
http://kansashealth.org/med
ia/video/Webinars/2945 
 
Or see this webpage:  
http://www.publichealthlawc
enter.org/resources/food-
policy-council-resources  
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CDRR: Goal Area 4 (D.4) 

Increase access to healthy foods and 
physical activity 

 







Using Local Government Policies to 
Increase Access to Healthy Food 

 Resolutions 
 Land Use Planning 
 Zoning  
 Property and Natural Resource 

Management 
 Licensing and Use Agreements 
Governmental Bids, Contracts 

and Wellness Policies 
Unified School District Policies 
Other Policy Options 



Healthy food and beverage policies and bids/RFPs 



Key Elements of  Healthy Food/Beverage 
Policies, RFPs, and Contracts 

 Introduction to Healthy Food 
Statement of  goals and purposes 
Nutrition Standards  
Local sourcing 
Percentage requirements 
Pricing requirements 
Product placement 
Use of  promotional space 
Labeling 

 





Definition 
of  
“healthy”  
in Riley 
County Fair 
RPF? 





Learn From Others 
The Food Service and Vending Guidelines (healthy food 
procurement) listserv is coordinated by the National Alliance for 
Nutrition and Activity, Public Health Law Center, and American 
Heart Association. On this listserv, people working to improve the 
nutritional quality of  foods and beverages in public places can share 
challenges, successes, new resources, and ask questions to peers 
working on similar issues. 
 
For more information, contact Julie Ralston Aoki at the Public 
Health Law Center, julie.ralstonaoki@wmitchell.edu or 651-290-
7532. 
  
 

mailto:julie.ralstonaoki@wmitchell.edu


Other Resources Coming Soon 

Key Components of  a Healthy Vending and 
Concession Policy 
Setting Percentages and Benchmarks in 
Policy  
Menu Labeling in Vending Machines 
Randolph Sheppard Act in Kansas 
 
 



 
 Create new, and expand existing, farmers' markets 



 Advertisements & 
promotions 

 Fees 
 Hrs of  Operation 
 Tax Deductions 

 Food 
establishments 

 License or permit 
to operate 

 Food safety 
 Certified kitchens 
 Eggs 
 Alcohol sales 
 Parking & 

accessibility 
 Processed & 

prepared foods 
 Liability 
 Inspections 

 Retail tax 
 Pets 
 Liability 
 Use of  land 
 Signage 

Legal Implications of  Operating a 
Farmers’ Market 



 
 
 

Federal Meat 
Inspection Act  

 
 
 

2012 Kansas 
Food Code 

 
 
 
 

Organized Farmer's 
Markets; License 

Requirements (Sec. 3.94.030 
of  Wichita Code). 

 
 
 

 
KCK Green Market 

Guidelines  

Levels of  Regulation 

Federal State 
Vendor & 

Market 
Rules 

Local 



Farmers’ Market Resources 
 A Guide to Operating Farmers' Markets in Kansas 
 State Laws Impacting Farmers’ Markets in Kansas 
 Local Government Regulation of  Farmers’ Markets in Kansas 
 Farmers’ Market Vendor and Market Rules 
Organizational Structure of  Kansas Farmers' Markets 
Available at:  http://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/resources/kansas-
farmers-market-resources  

http://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/resources/kansas-farmers-market-resources
http://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/resources/kansas-farmers-market-resources


 
Promote and support farm-to-school and 
farm-to-institution programs and policies 
 







Increasing Farm to Institution Brief 
Land Bank 
Food Donation 
Legal Issues with Local Purchasing Policies 
in Kansas  
Community Health Needs Assessments in 
Kansas Chart 

Other Resources Coming Soon 



Using Local Government Policies to 
Support Walking and Biking 

Complete Streets policies 
Master bike/walk 
transportation plans  
Bike/walk planning 
advisory committees  
 
 
 



Kansas Bicycle and Pedestrian Resources 

http://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/resources/kansas-bicycling-and-walking-resources  
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Bicycle and Pedestrian Tools 

http://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/resources/kansas-bicycling-and-walking-resources  
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Using Local Government Policies to 
Support Walking and Biking 

 Resolutions 
 Local Government Agreements 
 Land Use Planning 
 Zoning 
 Transportation Facility Design 

and Traffic Control 
 Taxing Policies 
Unified School District Policies 
Other Policy Options 









Resources in development……… 
Understanding Kansas Sidewalks 

 

Looking forward – new areas to explore 
Implementing bike/ped policy initiatives – making policies alive in 

your communities by policy change with programs and the 
community change model 
Other areas of  interest/needing assistance? 

 



What do resources do? 

Answer common questions 
Provide direction 
Give concrete examples of  how 

different initiatives have been 
approached 
Identifies additional resources 
Provides legal context re: impact of  

Kansas laws 
Gives common language to discuss 

efforts 
Provide sample language 

 

How can I use a resource? 

Frame conversation at 
leadership meetings  
Share with community 

partners and stakeholders to 
build support 
Educate decision makers 
Develop talking points for 

presentations 
Create messaging for 

community outreach 
 

 
 

PHLC Resources 
 
 



Child Care  



Community Use of  School Property 



50-state Reviews 

Safe Routes to School 
Child Care  
Out-of-School Time 
Food Procurement 
Complete Streets 
Healthy Food Financing 
Community Use of  School Property 
 



Questions? 
Natasha Frost, 
Natasha.frost@wmitchell.edu 
651-290-6454 
Cell: 213-675-1533 
 
Mary Marrow, 
Mary.marrow@wmitchell.edu 
651-695-7605 
 
Julie Ralston Aoki 
Julie.ralstonaoki@wmitchell.edu 
651-290-7532 

mailto:Natasha.frost@wmitchell.edu
mailto:Mary.marrow@wmitchell.edu
mailto:Julie.ralstonaoki@wmitchell.edu
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