


Why Focus on Smokeless 
Tobacco?

Kansas has a higher than average 
use of smokeless tobacco.

•National Prevalence-
 

11%

•Kansas Prevalence-
 

17.4%
(High school males who use smokeless or spit 

tobacco)

http://www.ussmokeless.com/content.cfm?id=42
http://www.ussmokeless.com/content.cfm?id=40


Smokeless Tobacco 
Ingredients…

•
 

Urea (found in urine)
•

 
Formaldehyde (body preservative)

•
 

Arsenic (rat poison)
•

 
Flavoring (such as cherry)

•
 

Tobacco
•

 
Benzene (paint thinner)

•
 

Lead

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_Rqr6R1JFcF0BnyejzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTA4NDgyNWN0BHNlYwNwcm9m/SIG=12v9j8t4p/EXP=1163106682/**http%3a//www.departments.dsu.edu/Student_Services/ra_projects/images/spit.jpg
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_RtscaE9FIhAAKXuJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjcXBoZjEwBHBvcwMzBHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1gbcc7dg0/EXP=1162918300/**http%3a//images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253Fp%253DRat%252BPoison%2526ei%253DUTF-8%2526fr%253Dyfp-t-501%2526x%253Dwrt%26w=159%26h=220%26imgurl=www.orlandorats.com%252Fimages%252Fpoisondcon.jpg%26rurl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.empirecontact.com%252Flibera%252F2005%252F11%252Fher-poisoning-my-mother-blog.html%26size=14.2kB%26name=poisondcon.jpg%26p=Rat%2bPoison%26type=jpeg%26no=3%26tt=1,147%26oid=48efb2ed733f3a5c%26ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_RtpxaE9FV2MBdBijzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTA4NDgyNWN0BHNlYwNwcm9m/SIG=13jhpe90n/EXP=1162918385/**http%3a//www.shanghaiist.com/attachments/shang_jeff/Formaldehyde%2520Authorized%2520Personell.gif
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_RtqpaE9FH2IB6QqJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjb3ZrYjNkBHBvcwM0BHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1g8thq4i1/EXP=1162918441/**http%3a//images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view%3fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253Fp%253DPaint%252BThinner%2526ei%253DUTF-8%2526fr%253Dyfp-t-501%2526x%253Dwrt%26w=199%26h=264%26imgurl=www.rockmiracle.com%252Fimages%252Fpaint%252520thinner.jpg%26rurl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.rockmiracle.com%252FProducts%252FSolvents%252Fpthinner.html%26size=17.9kB%26name=paint%2bthinner.jpg%26p=Paint%2bThinner%26type=jpeg%26no=4%26tt=3,064%26oid=4b4ed04690381e5c%26ei=UTF-8


















$125.9 million is 
spent on tobacco 

marketing in Kansas 
each year.

http://www1.istockphoto.com/file_thumbview_approve/835188/2/istockphoto_835188_tumbling_dollar_signs.jpg


$125.9 million is 
spent on tobacco 

marketing in Kansas 
each year.

$185.4 billion is 
spent nation-wide 

every year. 



Published research studies have 
found that kids are twice as 

sensitive to tobacco advertising 
than adults …

 
one-third of underage 

experimentation with tobacco is 
attributable to tobacco company 

advertising. 



98% of guys who use chewing tobacco 
say their male friends don’t mind at all.*



* Oddly enough there are 
no figures for how their 
girlfriends feel about it.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention



“Cherry Skoal is 
for somebody 
who likes the 

taste of candy, if 
you know what I 

mean.”

Sales representative for US 
Smokeless Tobacco Co.











“New users of smokeless tobacco . . . are most 
likely to begin with products that are milder 
tasting, more flavored and/or easier to control in 
the mouth.

After a period of time, there is a natural 
progression of product switching to brands that 
are more full-bodied, less flavored, have more 
concentrated ‘tobacco taste’ than the entry 
brand.”

(UST document, “The Graduation Theory”)



The National Drug Strategy Network reports that the most 
popular brands of spit tobacco in the U.S. are the ones with 
the most nicotine per gram. For nicotine to be absorbed into 

the bloodstream, the tobacco must have a pH of over 7.

Brand % of snuff 
market

Milligrams of 
nicotine per 

gram

pH

Copenhagen 42% 11.4 8.6

Original Fine Cut 
Skoal

20% 10.4 7.6

Skoal Long Cut 
Cherry

3% 11.4 7.5

Skoal Bandits 
Wintergreen

2% 7.5 6.9
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Cadmium 
(Used in car 
batteries)

Uranium 235 
(used in nuclear 

weapons)

Formaldehyde 
(embalming fluid)

Nicotine 
(addictive drug)

Polonium 210 
(nuclear waste)

N-Nitrosamines
(cancer causing agents) Acetaldehyde 

(irritant)

Benzopyrene 
(cancer-causing agent)

Hydrazine
(rocket propellant)

National Cancer Institute



Holding an average- 
size dip in your 
mouth for 30 

minutes gives you 
as much nicotine as 

smoking three 
cigarettes. A 2-can- 
a-week snuff dipper 

gets as much 
nicotine as a 1 ½ 

pack-a-day smoker 
does.

National Institute of Dental 
and Craniofacial Research



Unburned tobacco contains nitrosamines, 
which are known to cause cancer in 
laboratory animals.

Moist snuff contains nitrosamines up to 
100 times the lawful level permitted in 

regulated products like bacon.
100

A study of snuff carcinogenesis. 
Brunnemann KD, Rivenson A, Adams JD, Hecht SS, Hoffmann D. 

American Health Foundation, Naylor Dana Institute for Disease Prevention, Valhalla, NY 10595



The risk of cancer of cheek and gums 
may increase nearly 50-fold among 

long-term snuff users.
American Cancer Society

The five-year survival rate for white 
patients is 56 percent and for African 
American patients is only 34 percent.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention





























• Become a leader in your community and sign up 
to be a TASK Regional Board Member – contact 
your TASK Regional Consultant today 
(http://www.kstask.org/connect.html)!!

• Attend the Spit Tobacco Summit - August 29, 
2007 in Hutchinson

• Visit the TASK website – www.kstask.org
• Promote the Kansas Tobacco Quitline (1-866- 

KAN-STOP)

http://www.kstask.org/


Kansas Tobacco Quitline

A tobacco cessation program as unique as your thumbprint.

Kansas Tobacco Quitline 1-866-KAN-STOP



For additional information please 
contact:

Becky Tuttle
 Quitline

 
Manager 

130 S. Market, Suite 6050
 Wichita, KS 67202

 (316) 337-6056
 btuttle@kdhe.state.ks.us

mailto:btuttle@kdhe.state.ks.us
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