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Introduction

The Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey (YTS) is a school-based survey conducted every two years for students in grades 6-12 in Kansas.  The YTS is utilized to gather information regarding youth consumption rates of tobacco products, youth attitudes towards tobacco use, as well as knowledge of programs designed for youth in the State of Kansas.  

Not all counties were able to reach sample sizes large enough to provide weighted data.  Therefore, the introduction for each fact sheet states whether the sample size is large enough to generalize the results for all youth in that county or if the results or are only representative of those who participated in the survey.

This document contains fact sheets for the State of Kansas and various communities in Kansas.  The fact sheets were created based on the 2005/2006 YTS and can be used to evaluate the effectiveness of a community program and for further program planning.  The fact sheets include information on the following sections:

· Current Trends in Tobacco Use

This section provides the percentages of students who are current smokers or current smokeless tobacco users.

· Social Acceptance of Tobacco Use

This section contains information on whether or not students think smokers have more friends, and if the students have participated in any anti-smoking event.

· Knowledge of Harm of Tobacco Use

This section contains information about the students’ risk perception of tobacco use and whether they were taught about the dangers of tobacco in school.

· Exposure to Secondhand Smoke

This section provides information on the students’ beliefs about secondhand smoke and their exposure to secondhand smoke.

· Youth Access to Tobacco Products

This section provides details of the usual methods current smokers use to obtain their tobacco products.

By learning more about the trends and usage of tobacco by Kansas’ youth, the Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) can help educate our young people about the dangers of tobacco. As the state’s public heath agency, KDHE promotes responsible choices to protect the health and environment for all Kansans. Through the assessment of data and trends, coupled with policy development and education, KDHE will improve Kansans’ quality of life.
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Brought to you by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Tobacco Use Prevention Program.  For further information or questions please visit the Kansas Tobacco Use Prevention �Web site at www.kdheks.gov/tobacco





How do High School youth surveyed usually get their own cigarettes?





Although it is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to buy/be sold cigarettes, they still report relatively easy access.  Most students who smoke can name a time and place to get cigarettes or tobacco without being asked for identification (ID).  


Increased enforcement of current tobacco laws can reduce youth access to tobacco products.  23% of HS youth surveyed report buying cigarettes in a store.


Social sources (gave money to someone else, bummed, someone older gave them to me) account for 54% of HS youth surveyed access to cigarettes.


63% of HS youth surveyed were not asked for ID when they purchased cigarettes.


66% of HS youth surveyed were not refused a sale of cigarettes because of their age.


29% of current HS smokeless tobacco users surveyed who purchased smokeless tobacco, did so in a store.





Youth Access to Tobacco Products
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Exposure to Secondhand Smoke


Secondhand smoke affects everyone.  Friends, family, pets, neighbors, and the environment are all endangered.  Those who know the dangers of secondhand smoke appear to be those who are non-smokers, and fewer smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


92% of all MS students surveyed and 92% of all HS students surveyed believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


Yet only 69% of current MS smokers and 84% of current HS smokers surveyed believe secondhand smoke is harmful.





Even though a majority of MS and HS students surveyed believe secondhand smoke is harmful, too many youth are still exposed to secondhand smoke every day.


47% of MS students and 57% of HS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a room during the past 7 days.


35% of MS students and 42% of HS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car during the past 7 days.


53% of MS students and 62% of HS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car or room during the past 7 days.








Other Key Results


Living with someone who smokes plays a huge role in whether or not a youth will become a smoker or not.


58% of current MS smokers and 55% of current HS smokers surveyed live with someone who smokes, whereas only 29% of MS non-smokers surveyed and 26% of HS non-smokers surveyed live with someone who smokes.
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Social Acceptance of Tobacco Use


Social acceptance and other social views can often be reasons for smoking among youth in MS and HS.  Many kids will start smoking to fit in, but possibly more surprisingly, more kids continue smoking hoping they are keeping their friends.


Of all the current smokers in MS surveyed, 30% believe smokers have more friends, whereas only 12% of all MS students surveyed think smokers have more friends.


Of the current smokers in HS surveyed, 29% believe they have more friends than non-smokers.  Only 18% of all HS students surveyed think smokers have more friends.


A higher proportion of all HS students believe that smokers have more friends than MS students.  This represents a higher societal acceptance of smoking.





Participation in anti-smoking events represents willingness by youth to act upon their personal belief systems.  By increasing this activism, more positive peer-to-peer anti-smoking reinforcement occurs to counter pro-tobacco messages.


14% of MS students and 15% of HS students surveyed have participated in any anti-smoking event. 





The Kansas TASK program is a youth empowerment group sponsored by KDHE.  The focus is on developing youth leadership to drive local change.


4% of MS students and 6% of HS students surveyed have participated in a TASK lead anti-smoking event.


16% of MS students and 14% of HS students surveyed have seen or heard a TASK ad in the past 12 months.





Knowledge of Harm of Tobacco Use


Overall students are aware of the harm tobacco can cause, but the kids who are smoking seem to know the least about the dangers of tobacco use.


9% of all MS students surveyed think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, yet among MS smokers surveyed, 28% of them think it is safe.


It is much the same for high school.


15% of all HS students surveyed think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, whereas 30% of the HS smokers surveyed think it is safe.


It seems our youth cease being warned about the dangers of tobacco as they enter their high school years.


57% of MS students surveyed are taught about the dangers of tobacco at school, but only 39% of HS students surveyed are taught these important lessons.
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Smokeless Tobacco Use: Chewing Tobacco, Snuff, or Dip


Cigarettes are not the only tobacco product being used by Kansas youth.


3% of male MS students surveyed claim to be current smokeless tobacco users and by HS this proportion increases to 15%.





Our youth are being misled or misunderstand the harms of smokeless tobacco.


9% of MS students surveyed and 10% of HS students surveyed think smokeless tobacco is a safe alternative to smoking.
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Cigarette Use


It is estimated that 50% of all cigarette smokers will die from their addiction.  


5% of MS students surveyed say they are current smokers.  This number is higher for HS students surveyed where 21% report being current smokers.





The addiction to nicotine is difficult to break. However, an increased willingness to quit increases cessation success.


Among survey participants, 59% of current MS smokers and 54% of current HS smokers say they want to quit.


Yet only 36% of the MS smokers surveyed who have tried to quit have stayed off cigarettes for 30 days or more, and 49% of HS smokers surveyed have had the same results.  Increased success in quitting decreases the probability of relapsing in the future.


























Current Trends in Tobacco Use





The Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey contains in-depth information on the use of tobacco products, knowledge/ beliefs of the impact of tobacco use, attitudes surrounding tobacco, and exposure to secondhand smoke.  It is conducted every two years among students in grades 6-8 (Middle School/MS) and 9-12 (High School/HS) throughout the state.  One hundred (100) schools were randomly selected to participate in the statewide survey; sixty-one (61) schools participated. This sample is large enough to provide valuable information on tobacco use and related issues among Kansas youth.  However, because not all schools from the selected sample participated the results cannot be generalized to all youth in Kansas, but only to those who participated in the survey.  This document contains major highlights of the 2005/2006 Youth Tobacco Survey.  











State of Kansas


Results from the 2005/2006 Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey





Northeast Kansas – Middle Schools


Results from the 2005/2006 Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey in Atchison, Brown, Doniphan, Jackson, Jefferson, and Nemaha Counties





The Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey contains in-depth information on the use of tobacco products, knowledge/beliefs of the impact of tobacco use, attitudes surrounding tobacco, and exposure to secondhand smoke.  It is conducted every two years among students in grades 6-8 (Middle School/MS) and 9-12 (High School/HS) throughout the state.  The results are used in program evaluation as well as in program planning.  This document contains major highlights of the 2005/2006 Youth Tobacco Survey for Middle School Students.  As a result of significant participation, results from this survey can be generalized to all youth in the appropriate grades in the community.  








Current Trends in Tobacco Use
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Cigarette Use


It is estimated that 50% of all cigarette smokers will die from their addiction.  


6% of MS students say they are current smokers.


  


The addiction to nicotine is difficult to break. However, an increased willingness to quit increases cessation success.


59% of current MS smokers say they want to quit.


Yet only 34% of the MS smokers who have tried to quit have stayed off cigarettes for 30 days or more.  Increased success in quitting decreases the probability of relapsing in the future.


























Smokeless Tobacco Use: Chewing Tobacco, Snuff, or Dip


Cigarettes are not the only tobacco product being used by Northeast Kansas youth.


5% of male MS students claim to be current smokeless tobacco users. 





Our youth are being misled or misunderstand the harms of smokeless tobacco.


12% of MS students think smokeless tobacco is a safe alternative to smoking.
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Social Acceptance of Tobacco Use


Social acceptance and other social views can often be reasons for smoking among youth in MS.  Many kids will start smoking to fit in, but possibly more surprisingly, more kids continue smoking hoping they are keeping their friends.


Of all the current smokers in MS, 39% of them believe smokers have more friends than non-smokers, whereas only 13% of all students think smokers have more friends.


A high 87% of current smokers reported having one or more smokers among four of their closest friends contrasted to 15% of never smokers.


Current smokers believe they have more friends than non-smokers, and they typically have one or more close friend who is also a smoker.





Participation in anti-smoking events represents willingness by youth to act upon their personal belief systems.  By increasing this activism, more positive peer-to-peer anti-smoking reinforcement occurs to counter pro-tobacco messages.


15% of MS students have participated in any anti-smoking event. 





The Kansas TASK program is a youth empowerment group sponsored by KDHE.  The focus is on developing youth leadership to drive local change.


5% of MS students have participated in a TASK led anti-smoking event.


20% of MS students have seen or heard a TASK ad in the past 12 months.








Knowledge of Harm of Tobacco Use


Overall, students are aware of the harm tobacco can cause, but the kids who are smoking seem to know the least about the dangers of tobacco use.


11% of all MS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, however 33% of MS smokers think it is safe.


55% of MS students are taught about the dangers of tobacco at school, but only 36% have practiced ways to say no at school.
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Exposure to Secondhand Smoke


Secondhand smoke affects everyone.  Friends, family, pets, neighbors, and the environment are all endangered.  Those who know the dangers of secondhand smoke appear to be those who are non-smokers, and fewer smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


90% of all MS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


Yet only 83% of current MS smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.





Even though a majority of MS and HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful, too many youth are still exposed to secondhand smoke every day.


54% of MS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a room during the past 7 days.


42% of MS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car during the past 7 days.


59% of MS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car or room during the past 7 days.











Other Key Results


Living with someone who smokes plays a huge role in whether or not a youth will become a smoker.


72% of current MS smokers live with someone who smokes, whereas only 33% of MS non-smokers live with someone who smokes.





Tobacco companies have invested a lot of money to keep their product appealing, especially to the youth.


82% of all MS students think that tobacco companies have tried to mislead the youth.
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How do Middle School youth usually get their own cigarettes?





Youth Access to Tobacco Products





Although it is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to buy/be sold cigarettes, they still report relatively easy access.  Most students who smoke can name a time and place to get cigarettes or tobacco without being asked for identification (ID).  


Increased enforcement of current tobacco laws can reduce youth access to tobacco products.  2% of MS youth report buying cigarettes in a store.


Social sources (gave money to someone else, bummed, someone older gave them to me) account for 57% of MS youth access to cigarettes.


13% of current MS smokeless tobacco users who purchased smokeless tobacco did so in a store.





Brought to you by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Tobacco Use Prevention Program in partnership with the NEK Tobacco Use Prevention Program.  For further information or questions please contact your local Tobacco Use Prevention Program.





Northeast Kansas – High Schools


Results from the 2005/2006 Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey in Atchison, Brown, Doniphan, Jackson, Jefferson, and Nemaha Counties








The Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey contains in-depth information on the use of tobacco products, knowledge/beliefs of the impact of tobacco use, attitudes surrounding tobacco, and exposure to secondhand smoke.  It is conducted every two years among students in grades 6-8 (Middle School/MS) and 9-12 (High School/HS) throughout the state.  All schools in Northeast Kansas were invited to participate.  Because the overall participation rate from schools and students was not high enough to calculate estimates that are generalizable to all youth in Northeast Kansas, the results only reflect to those who participated in the survey.  This sample is large enough to provide valuable information on tobacco use and related issues among Northeast Kansas youth.  The results are used in program evaluation as well as in program planning.  This document contains major highlights of the 2005/2006 Youth Tobacco Survey for High School students.  
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Current Trends in Tobacco Use





Cigarette Use


It is estimated that 50% of all cigarette smokers will die from their addiction.  


22% of HS students surveyed say they are current smokers. 


 


The addiction to nicotine is difficult to break. However, an increased willingness to quit increases cessation success.


47% of current HS smokers surveyed say they want to quit.


Yet only 41% of the HS smokers surveyed who have tried to quit have stayed off cigarettes for 30 days or more. Increased success in quitting decreases the probability of relapsing in the future.
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Smokeless Tobacco Use: Chewing Tobacco, Snuff, or Dip


Cigarettes are not the only tobacco product being used by Northeast Kansas youth participating in this survey.


20% of male HS students surveyed claim to be current smokeless tobacco users.


  


Our youth are being misled or misunderstand the harms of smokeless tobacco.


14% of HS students surveyed think smokeless tobacco is a safe alternative to smoking.
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Social Acceptance of Tobacco Use


Social acceptance and other social views can often be reasons for smoking among youth in MS and HS.  Many kids will start smoking to fit in, but possibly more surprisingly, more kids continue smoking hoping they are keeping their friends.


Of the current smokers surveyed in HS, 35% believe they have more friends than non-smokers.  Only 19% of all HS students surveyed think smokers have more friends.


A high 87% of current HS smokers surveyed reported having one or more smokers among four of their closest friends contrasted to 27% of HS never smokers surveyed.


Current smokers believe they have more friends when compared to non-smokers, and they typically have one or more close friends who is also a smoker.





Participation in anti-smoking events represents willingness by youth to act upon their personal belief systems.  By increasing this activism, more positive peer-to-peer anti-smoking reinforcement occurs to counter pro-tobacco messages.


18% of HS students surveyed have participated in any anti-smoking event. 





The Kansas TASK program is a youth empowerment group sponsored by KDHE.  The focus is on developing youth leadership to drive local change.


12% of HS students surveyed have participated in a TASK led anti-smoking event.


23% of HS students surveyed have seen or heard a TASK ad in the past 12 months.





Knowledge of Harm of Tobacco Use


Overall, students are aware of the harm tobacco can cause, but the kids who are smoking seem to know the least about the dangers of tobacco use.


18% of all HS students surveyed think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, whereas 36% of the HS smokers surveyed think it is safe to smoke for this period of time.


Only 39% of HS students surveyed are taught the important lessons about the dangers of tobacco at school and less than that, 19% have practiced ways to say no at school.
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Exposure to Secondhand Smoke


Secondhand smoke affects everyone.  Friends, family, pets, neighbors, and the environment are all endangered.  Those who know the dangers of secondhand smoke appear to be those who are non-smokers, and fewer smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


90% of all HS students surveyed believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


Yet only 81% of current HS smokers surveyed believe secondhand smoke is harmful.





Even though a majority of MS and HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful, too many youth are still exposed to secondhand smoke every day.


63% of HS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a room during the past 7 days.


48% of HS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car during the past 7 days.


68% of HS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car or room during the past 7 days.








Other Key Results


Living with someone who smokes plays a huge role in whether or not a youth will become a smoker.


61% of current HS smokers surveyed live with someone who smokes, whereas only 31% of HS never smokers surveyed live with someone who smokes.





Tobacco companies have invested a lot of money to keep their product appealing, especially to the youth.


79% of all HS students surveyed think that tobacco companies have tried to mislead the youth.
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How do High School youth surveyed usually get their own cigarettes?
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Youth Access to Tobacco Products





Although it is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to buy/be sold cigarettes, they still report relatively easy access.  Most students who smoke can name a time and place to get cigarettes or tobacco without being asked for identification (ID).  


Increased enforcement of current tobacco laws can reduce youth access to tobacco products.  11% of HS youth surveyed report buying cigarettes in a store.


Social sources (gave money to someone else, bummed, someone older gave them to me) account for 70% of HS youth access to cigarettes.


66% of HS youth surveyed were not asked for ID when they purchased cigarettes.


76% of HS youth surveyed were not refused a sale of cigarettes because of their age.


22% of current HS smokeless tobacco users surveyed who purchased smokeless tobacco did so in a store.





Brought to you by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Tobacco Use Prevention Program in partnership with the Northeast Kansas Tobacco Use Prevention Program.  For further information or questions please contact your local Tobacco Use Prevention Program.





Smokeless Tobacco Use: Chewing Tobacco, Snuff, or Dip


Cigarettes are not the only tobacco product being used by Cloud County youth participating in this survey.


28% of male HS students surveyed claim to be current smokeless tobacco users.  





Our youth are being misled or misunderstand the harms of smokeless tobacco.


12% of HS students surveyed think smokeless tobacco is a safe alternative to smoking.
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Cigarette Use


The majority of smokers start smoking before the age of 18. The younger people begin smoking cigarettes, the more likely they are to become strongly addicted to nicotine.  


24% of HS students surveyed report being current smokers.





The addiction to nicotine is difficult to break. However, an increased willingness to quit increases cessation success.


52% of current HS smokers surveyed say they want to quit.


Yet only 49% of the HS smokers surveyed who have tried to quit have stayed off cigarettes for 30 days or more.  Increased success in quitting decreases the probability of relapsing in the future.


























Current Trends in Tobacco Use





The Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey contains in-depth information on the use of tobacco products, knowledge/ beliefs of the impact of tobacco use, attitudes surrounding tobacco, and exposure to secondhand smoke.  It is conducted every two years among students in grades 6-8 (Middle School/MS) and 9-12 (High School/HS) throughout the state.  All Cloud County High Schools were invited to participate.  Because the overall participation rate from schools and students was not high enough to calculate estimates that are generalizable to all youth in Cloud County, the results only reflect to those who participated in the survey.  This sample does provide valuable information on tobacco use and related issues among Cloud County youth.  The results are used in program evaluation as well as in program planning.  This document contains major highlights of the 2005/2006 Youth Tobacco Survey for High School students.





CLOUD COUNTY – High School


Results from the 2005/2006 Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey





Brought to you by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Tobacco Use Prevention Program in partnership with the Cloud County Tobacco Use Prevention Program.  For further information or questions please contact your local Tobacco Use Prevention Program.





Social Acceptance of Tobacco Use


Participation in anti-smoking events represents willingness by youth to act upon their personal belief systems.  By increasing this activism, more positive peer-to-peer anti-smoking reinforcement occurs to counter pro-tobacco messages.


26% of MS students surveyed have participated in any anti-smoking event. 





The Kansas TASK program is a youth empowerment group sponsored by KDHE.  The focus is on developing youth leadership to drive local change.


22% of MS students surveyed have participated in a TASK led anti-smoking event.


22% of MS students surveyed have seen or heard a TASK ad in the past 12 months.
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Exposure to Secondhand Smoke


Secondhand smoke affects everyone.  Friends, family, pets, neighbors, and the environment are all endangered.  Even though a majority of MS and HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful, too many youth are still exposed to secondhand smoke every day.


46% of MS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a room during the past 7 days.


32% of MS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car during the past 7 days.


53% of MS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car or room during the past 7 days.





Other Key Results


Tobacco companies have invested a lot of money to keep their product appealing, especially to the youth.


79% of all students surveyed think that tobacco companies have tried to mislead the youth.
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Knowledge of Harm of Tobacco Use


It is essential for the youth to be educated properly about the dangers of tobacco use to counteract misconceptions, and to be taught skills to resist social influences that promote tobacco use.  Such knowledge can reduce or delay adolescent smoking.


68% of all MS students surveyed are taught the important lessons about the dangers of tobacco and less than that, 48% have practiced ways to say no at school.
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Cigarette Use


The majority of smokers start smoking before the age of 18. The younger people begin smoking cigarettes, the more likely they are to become strongly addicted to nicotine.  


1% of MS students surveyed report being current smokers.























Smokeless Tobacco Use: Chewing Tobacco, Snuff, or Dip


Cigarettes are not the only tobacco product being used by Cloud County youth participating in this survey.


7% of male MS students surveyed claim to be current smokeless tobacco users.  





Our youth are being misled or misunderstand the harms of smokeless tobacco.


5% of MS students surveyed think smokeless tobacco is a safe alternative to smoking.

















Current Trends in Tobacco Use
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The Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey contains in-depth information on the use of tobacco products, knowledge/beliefs of the impact of tobacco use, attitudes surrounding tobacco, and exposure to secondhand smoke.  It is conducted every two years among students in grades 6-8 (Middle School/MS) and 9-12 (High School/HS) throughout the state.  All Cloud County Middle Schools were invited to participate.  Because the overall participation rate from schools and students was not high enough to calculate estimates that are generalizable to all youth in Cloud County, the results only reflect to those who participated in the survey.  This sample does provide valuable information on tobacco use and related issues among Cloud County youth.  The results are used in program evaluation as well as in program planning.  This document contains major highlights of the 2005/2006 Youth Tobacco Survey for Middle School students.





CLOUD COUNTY – Middle Schools


Results from the 2005/2006 Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey
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Social Acceptance of Tobacco Use


Social acceptance and other social views can often be reasons for smoking among youth in HS.  Many kids will start smoking to fit in, but possibly more surprisingly, more kids continue smoking hoping they are keeping their friends.


Of the current smokers in HS who were surveyed, 31% believe they have more friends than non-smokers.  Only 16% of all HS students surveyed think smokers have more friends.


A high 82% of current HS smokers surveyed reported having one or more smokers among four of their closest friends contrasted to 34% of HS never smokers surveyed.


Current smokers believe they have more friends than non-smokers, and they typically have one or more close friend who is also a smoker.





Participation in anti-smoking events represents willingness by youth to act upon their personal belief systems.  By increasing this activism, more positive peer-to-peer anti-smoking reinforcement occurs to counter pro-tobacco messages.


22% of HS students surveyed have participated in any anti-smoking event. 





The Kansas TASK program is a youth empowerment group sponsored by KDHE.  The focus is on developing youth leadership to drive local change.


19% of HS students surveyed have participated in a TASK led anti-smoking event.


33% of HS students surveyed have seen or heard a TASK ad in the past 12 months.








Knowledge of Harm of Tobacco Use


Overall, students are aware of the harm tobacco can cause, but the kids who are smoking seem to know the least about the dangers of tobacco use.


19% of all HS students surveyed think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, whereas 32% of the HS smokers surveyed think it is safe to smoke for this period of time.


Only 44% of all HS students surveyed are taught the important lessons about the dangers of tobacco and only 30% have practiced ways to say no at school.
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Exposure to Secondhand Smoke


Secondhand smoke affects everyone.  Friends, family, pets, neighbors, and the environment are all endangered.  Those who know the dangers of secondhand smoke appear to be those who are non-smokers, and fewer smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


92% of all HS students surveyed believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


Yet only 87 % of current HS smokers surveyed believe secondhand smoke is harmful.





Even though a majority of MS and HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful, too many youth are still exposed to secondhand smoke every day.


59% of HS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a room during the past 7 days.


43% of HS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car during the past 7 days.


64% of HS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car or room during the past 7 days.











Other Key Results


Living with someone who smokes plays a huge role in whether or not a youth will become a smoker.


51% of current HS smokers surveyed live with someone who smokes, whereas only 25% of HS never smokers surveyed live with someone who smokes.





Tobacco companies have invested a lot of money to keep their product appealing, especially to the youth.


83% of all students surveyed think that tobacco companies have tried to mislead the youth.
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How do High School youth surveyed usually get their own cigarettes?











Although it is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to buy/be sold cigarettes, they still report relatively easy access.  Most students who smoke can name a time and place to get cigarettes or tobacco without being asked for identification (ID). 


Increased enforcement of current tobacco laws can reduce youth access to tobacco products.  6% of HS youth surveyed report buying cigarettes in a store.


Social sources (gave money to someone else, bummed, someone older gave them to me) account for 75% of HS youth access to cigarettes.


68% of HS youth surveyed were not asked for ID when they purchased cigarettes.


70% of HS youth surveyed were not refused a sale of cigarettes because of their age.


15% of current HS smokeless tobacco users surveyed who purchased smokeless tobacco did so in a store.
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Youth Access to Tobacco Products





Brought to you by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Tobacco Use Prevention Program in partnership with the Cloud County Tobacco Use Prevention Program.  For further information or questions please contact your local Tobacco Use Prevention Program.





COWLEY COUNTY – Middle Schools


Results from the 2005/2006 Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey





The Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey contains in-depth information on the use of tobacco products, knowledge /beliefs of the impact of tobacco use, attitudes surrounding tobacco, and exposure to secondhand smoke.  It is conducted every two years among students in grades 6-8 (Middle School/MS) and 9-12 (High School/HS) throughout the state.  All Cowley County Middle Schools were invited to participate.  Because the overall participation rate from schools and students was not high enough to calculate estimates that are generalizable to all youth in Cowley County, the results only reflect to those who participated in the survey.  This sample does provide valuable information on tobacco use and related issues among Cowley County youth.  The results are used in program evaluation as well as in program planning.  This document contains major highlights of the 2005/2006 Youth Tobacco Survey for Middle School students.





Current Trends in Tobacco Use





Cigarette Use


The majority of smokers start smoking before the age of 18. The younger people begin smoking cigarettes, the more likely they are to become strongly addicted to nicotine.  


12% of MS students surveyed report being current smokers.





The addiction to nicotine is difficult to break. However, an increased willingness to quit increases cessation success.


53% of current MS smokers surveyed say they want to quit.


Yet only 44% of the MS smokers surveyed who have tried to quit have stayed off cigarettes for 30 days or more.  Increased success in quitting decreases the probability of relapsing in the future.
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Smokeless Tobacco Use: Chewing Tobacco, Snuff, or Dip


Cigarettes are not the only tobacco product being used by Cowley County youth participating in this survey.


7% of male MS students surveyed claim to be current smokeless tobacco users.  





Our youth are being misled or misunderstand the harms of smokeless tobacco.


15% of MS students surveyed think smokeless tobacco is a safe alternative to smoking.
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Social Acceptance of Tobacco Use


Social acceptance and other social views can often be reasons for smoking among youth in MS.  Many kids will start smoking to fit in, but possibly more surprisingly, more kids continue smoking hoping they are keeping their friends.


Of the current smokers in MS surveyed, 48% believe they have more friends than non-smokers.  Only 18% of all MS students surveyed think smokers have more friends.


A high 84% of current MS smokers surveyed reported having one or more smokers among four of their closest friends contrasted to 19% of MS never smokers surveyed.


Current smokers believe they have more friends than non-smokers, and they typically have one or more close friend who is also a smoker.





Participation in anti-smoking events represents willingness by youth to act upon their personal belief systems.  By increasing this activism, more positive peer-to-peer anti-smoking reinforcement occurs to counter pro-tobacco messages.


20% of MS students surveyed have participated in any anti-smoking event. 





The Kansas TASK program is a youth empowerment group sponsored by KDHE.  The focus is on developing youth leadership to drive local change.


7% of MS students surveyed have participated in a TASK led anti-smoking event.


18% of MS students surveyed have seen or heard a TASK ad in the past 12 months.








Knowledge of Harm of Tobacco Use


Overall, students are aware of the harm tobacco can cause, but the kids who are smoking seem to know the least about the dangers of tobacco use.


16% of all MS students surveyed think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, whereas 37% of the MS smokers surveyed think it is safe to smoke for this period of time.


Only 55% of all MS students surveyed are taught the important lessons about the dangers of tobacco and less than that, 37% have practiced ways to say no at school.
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Exposure to Secondhand Smoke


Secondhand smoke affects everyone.  Friends, family, pets, neighbors, and the environment are all endangered.  Those who know the dangers of secondhand smoke appear to be those who are non-smokers, and fewer smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


88% of all MS students surveyed believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


Yet only 70% of current MS smokers surveyed believe secondhand smoke is harmful.





Even though a majority of MS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful, too many youth are still exposed to secondhand smoke every day.


56% of MS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a room during the past 7 days.


45% of MS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car during the past 7 days.


62% of MS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car or room during the past 7 days.








Other Key Results


Living with someone who smokes plays a huge role in whether or not a youth will become a smoker.


59% of current MS smokers surveyed live with someone who smokes, whereas only 35% of MS never smokers surveyed live with someone who smokes.





Tobacco companies have invested a lot of money to keep their product appealing, especially to the youth.


81% of all students surveyed think that tobacco companies have tried to mislead the youth.
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Although it is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to buy/be sold cigarettes, they still report relatively easy access.  Most students who smoke can name a time and place to get cigarettes or tobacco without being asked for identification (ID). 


Due to limited sample size, use caution when viewing results.  Questions were asked based on the usual source of accessing cigarettes, not on if the students ever tried the source (i.e. students may have bought cigarettes from the store before, but the store is not their usual source.)


Increased enforcement of current tobacco laws can reduce youth access to tobacco products.  3% of MS youth surveyed report buying cigarettes in a store.


Social sources (gave money to someone else, bummed, someone older gave them to me) account for 66% of MS youth access to cigarettes.


77% of MS youth surveyed were not asked for ID when they purchased cigarettes.


78% of MS youth surveyed were not refused a sale of cigarettes because of their age.


4% of current MS smokeless tobacco users surveyed who purchased smokeless tobacco did so in a store.





How do Middle School youth surveyed usually get their own cigarettes?


*0% indicated usually getting cigarettes from a vending machine during the past 30 days.
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Youth Access to Tobacco Products





Brought to you by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Tobacco Use Prevention Program in partnership with the Cowley County Tobacco Use Prevention Program.  For further information or questions please contact your local Tobacco Use Prevention Program.





COWLEY COUNTY – High Schools


Results from the 2005/2006 Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey





The Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey contains in-depth information on the use of tobacco products, knowledge/ beliefs of the impact of tobacco use, attitudes surrounding tobacco, and exposure to secondhand smoke.  It is conducted every two years among students in grades 6-8 (Middle School/MS) and 9-12 (High School/HS) throughout the state.  The results are used in program evaluation as well as in program planning.  This document contains major highlights of the 2005/2006 Youth Tobacco Survey for High School students.  As a result of significant participation, results from this survey can be generalized to all youth in the appropriate grades in the community.  








Current Trends in Tobacco Use





Cigarette Use


The majority of smokers start smoking before the age of 18. The younger people begin smoking cigarettes, the more likely they are to become strongly addicted to nicotine.  


20% of HS students report being current smokers.





The addiction to nicotine is difficult to break. However, an increased willingness to quit increases cessation success.


58% of current HS smokers say they want to quit.


Yet only 41% of the HS smokers who have tried to quit have stayed off cigarettes for 30 days or more.  Increased success in quitting decreases the probability of relapsing in the future.
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Smokeless Tobacco Use: Chewing Tobacco, Snuff, or Dip


Cigarettes are not the only tobacco product being used by Cowley County youth.


17% of male HS students claim to be current smokeless tobacco users.  





Our youth are being misled or misunderstand the harms of smokeless tobacco.


13% of HS students think smokeless tobacco is a safe alternative to smoking.
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Social Acceptance of Tobacco Use


Social acceptance and other social views can often be reasons for smoking among youth in HS.  Many kids will start smoking to fit in, but possibly more surprisingly, more kids continue smoking hoping they are keeping their friends.


Of the current smokers in HS, 32% believe they have more friends than non-smokers.  Only 17% of all students think smokers have more friends.


A high 93% of current HS smokers reported having one or more smokers among four of their closest friends contrasted to 31% of HS never smokers


Current smokers believe they have more friends than non-smokers, and they typically have one or more close friend who is also a smoker.





Participation in anti-smoking events represents willingness by youth to act upon their personal belief systems.  By increasing this activism, more positive peer-to-peer anti-smoking reinforcement occurs to counter pro-tobacco messages.


12% of HS students have participated in any anti-smoking event. 





The Kansas TASK program is a youth empowerment group sponsored by KDHE.  The focus is on developing youth leadership to drive local change.


7% of HS students have participated in a TASK led anti-smoking event.


14% of HS students have seen or heard a TASK ad in the past 12 months.








Knowledge of Harm of Tobacco Use


Overall, students are aware of the harm tobacco can cause, but the kids who are smoking seem to know the least about the dangers of tobacco use.


15% of all HS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, whereas 33% of the HS smokers think it is safe to smoke for this period of time.


Only 35% of all HS students are taught the important lessons about the dangers of tobacco and less than that, merely 16% have practiced ways to say no at school.
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Exposure to Secondhand Smoke


Secondhand smoke affects everyone.  Friends, family, pets, neighbors, and the environment are all endangered.  Those who know the dangers of secondhand smoke appear to be those who are non-smokers, and fewer smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


90% of all HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


Yet only 80% of current HS smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.





Even though a majority of MS and HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful, too many youth are still exposed to secondhand smoke every day.


62% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a room during the past 7 days.


48% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car during the past 7 days.


67% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car or room during the past 7 days.








Other Key Results


Living with someone who smokes plays a huge role in whether or not a youth will become a smoker.


60% of current HS smokers live with someone who smokes, whereas only 29% of HS never smokers live with someone who smokes.





Tobacco companies have invested a lot of money to keep their product appealing, especially to the youth.


82% of all HS students think that tobacco companies have tried to mislead the youth.
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Although it is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to buy/be sold cigarettes, they still report relatively easy access.  Most students who smoke can name a time and place to get cigarettes or tobacco without being asked for identification (ID). 


Increased enforcement of current tobacco laws can reduce youth access to tobacco products.  8% of HS youth report buying cigarettes in a store.


Social sources (gave money to someone else, bummed, someone older gave them to me) account for 74% of HS youth access to cigarettes.


80% of HS youth were not asked for ID when they purchased cigarettes.


86% of HS youth were not refused a sale of cigarettes because of their age.


20% of current HS smokeless tobacco users who purchased smokeless tobacco did so in a store.
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How do High School youth usually get their own cigarettes?
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Youth Access to Tobacco Products





Brought to you by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Tobacco Use Prevention Program in partnership with the Cowley County Tobacco Use Prevention Program.  For further information or questions please contact your local Tobacco Use Prevention Program.





DICKINSON COUNTY


Results from the 2005/2006 Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey





The Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey contains in-depth information on the use of tobacco products, knowledge/ beliefs of the impact of tobacco use, attitudes surrounding tobacco, and exposure to secondhand smoke.  It is conducted every two years among students in grades 6-8 (Middle School/MS) and 9-12 (High School/HS) throughout the state.  The results are used in program evaluation as well as in program planning.  This document contains major highlights of the 2005/2006 Youth Tobacco Survey.  As a result of significant participation, results from this survey can be generalized to all youth in the appropriate grades in the community.  








Current Trends in Tobacco Use





Cigarette Use


It is estimated that 50% of all cigarette smokers will die from their addiction.  


7% of MS students say they are current smokers.  This number was higher 3.5 times for HS (26%) than the MS estimate.





The addiction to nicotine is difficult to break. However, an increased willingness to quit increases cessation success.


58% of current MS smokers and 54% of current HS smokers say they want to quit.


Yet only 44% of the MS smokers who have tried to quit have stayed off cigarettes for 30 days or more, and 39% of HS smokers have had the same results.  Increased success in quitting decreases the probability of relapsing in the future.
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Smokeless Tobacco Use: Chewing Tobacco, Snuff, or Dip


Cigarettes are not the only tobacco product being used by Dickinson County youth.


9% of male MS students claim to be current smokeless tobacco users.  By HS this number more than triples to 28%.





Our youth are being misled or misunderstand the harms of smokeless tobacco.


11% of MS students and 14% of HS students think smokeless tobacco is a safe alternative to smoking.
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Social Acceptance of Tobacco Use


Social acceptance and other social views can often be reasons for smoking among youth in MS and HS.  Many kids will start smoking to fit in, but possibly more surprisingly, more kids continue smoking hoping they are keeping their friends.


Of all the current smokers in MS, 43% of them believe smokers have more friends than non-smokers, whereas only 15% of all MS students think smokers have more friends.


Of the current smokers in HS, 30% believe they have more friends than non-smokers.  Only 20% of all HS students think smokers have more friends.


Compared to MS students, a higher proportion of all HS students believe that smokers have more friends. This represents a higher social acceptance of smoking.





Participation in anti-smoking events represents willingness by youth to act upon their personal belief systems.  By increasing this activism, more positive peer-to-peer anti-smoking reinforcement occurs to counter pro-tobacco messages.


15% of MS students and 14% of HS students have participated in any anti-smoking event. 





The Kansas TASK program is a youth empowerment group sponsored by KDHE.  The focus is on developing youth leadership to drive local change.


5% of MS students and 8% of HS students have participated in a TASK led anti-smoking event.


16% of MS students and 25% of HS students have seen or heard a TASK ad in the past 12 months.





Knowledge of Harm of Tobacco Use


Overall, students are aware of the harm tobacco can cause, but the kids who are smoking seem to know the least about the dangers of tobacco use.


9% of all MS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, however 21% of MS smokers think it is safe.


It is much the same for high school.


15% of all HS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, whereas 30% of the HS smokers think it is safe to smoke for this period of time.





It seems our youth cease being warned about the dangers of tobacco as they enter their high school years.


59% of MS students are taught about the dangers of tobacco at school, but only 40% of HS students are taught these important lessons.

















� EMBED MSGraph.Chart.8 \s ���





� EMBED MSGraph.Chart.8 \s ���





Exposure to Secondhand Smoke


Secondhand smoke affects everyone.  Friends, family, pets, neighbors, and the environment are all endangered.  Those who know the dangers of secondhand smoke appear to be those who are non-smokers, and fewer smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


92% of all MS students and 93% of all HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


Yet only 83% of current MS smokers and 87% of current HS smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.





Even though a majority of MS and HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful, too many youth are still exposed to secondhand smoke every day.


57% of MS students and 68% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a room during the past 7 days.


49% of MS students and 50% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car during the past 7 days.


63% of MS students and 72% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car or room during the past 7 days.








Other Key Results


Living with someone who smokes plays a huge role in whether or not a youth will become a smoker.


61% of current MS smokers and 58% of current HS smokers live with someone who smokes, whereas only 42% of MS never smokers and 31% of HS never smokers live with someone who smokes.
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How do High School youth usually get their own cigarettes?
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Youth Access to Tobacco Products





Although it is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to buy/be sold cigarettes, they still report relatively easy access.  Most students who smoke can name a time and place to get cigarettes or tobacco without being asked for identification (ID).  


Increased enforcement of current tobacco laws can reduce youth access to tobacco products.  7% of HS youth report buying cigarettes in a store.


Social sources (gave money to someone else, bummed, someone older gave them to me) account for 78% of HS youth access to cigarettes.


81% of HS youth were not asked for ID when they purchased cigarettes.


81% of HS youth were not refused a sale of cigarettes because of their age.


17% of current HS smokeless tobacco users who purchased smokeless tobacco did so in a store.





Brought to you by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Tobacco Use Prevention Program in partnership with the Dickinson County Tobacco Use Prevention Program.  For further information or questions please contact your local Tobacco Use Prevention Program.





DOUGLAS COUNTY


Results from the 2005/2006 Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey





The Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey contains in-depth information on the use of tobacco products, knowledge/beliefs of the impact of tobacco use, attitudes surrounding tobacco, and exposure to secondhand smoke.  It is conducted every two years among students in grades 6-8 (Middle School/MS) and 9-12 (High School/HS) throughout the state.  The results are used in program evaluation as well as in program planning.  This document will contain major highlights of the 2005/2006 Youth Tobacco Survey.  As a result of significant participation, results from this survey can be generalized to all youth in the appropriate grades in the community.  








Current Trends in Tobacco Use
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Cigarette Use


It is estimated that 50% of all cigarette smokers will die from their addiction.  


5% of MS students say they are current smokers.  This number was 3 times higher for HS (18%) than MS estimate.





The addiction to nicotine is difficult to break. However, an increased willingness to quit increases cessation success.


47% of current MS smokers and 51% of current HS smokers say they want to quit.


Yet only 35% of the MS smokers who have tried to quit have stayed off cigarettes for 30 days or more, and 40% of HS smokers have had the same results.  Increased success in quitting decreases the probability of relapsing in the future.


























Smokeless Tobacco Use: Chewing Tobacco, Snuff, or Dip


Cigarettes are not the only tobacco product being used by Douglas County youth.


3% of male MS students claim to be current smokeless tobacco users.  By HS this number increases to become 14%.





Our youth are being misled or misunderstand the harms of smokeless tobacco.


7% of MS students and 10% of HS students think smokeless tobacco is a safe alternative to smoking.
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Social Acceptance of Tobacco Use


Social acceptance and other social views can often be reasons for smoking among youth in MS and HS.  Many kids will start smoking to fit in, but possibly more surprisingly, more kids continue smoking hoping they are keeping their friends.


Of all the current smokers in MS, 44% of them believe smokers have more friends than non-smokers, whereas only 12% of all MS students think smokers have more friends.


Of the current smokers in HS, 36% believe they have more friends than non-smokers.  Only 17% of all HS students think smokers have more friends.


Compared to MS students, a higher proportion of all HS students believe that smokers have more friends. This represents a higher social acceptance of smoking.





Participation in anti-smoking events represents willingness by youth to act upon their personal belief systems.  By increasing this activism, more positive peer-to-peer anti-smoking reinforcement occurs to counter pro-tobacco messages.


18% of MS students and 16% of HS students have participated in any anti-smoking event. 





The Kansas TASK program is a youth empowerment group sponsored by KDHE.  The focus is on developing youth leadership to drive local change.


4% of MS students and 7% of HS students have participated in a TASK led anti-smoking event.


12% of MS students and 13% of HS students have seen or heard a TASK ad in the past 12 months.





Knowledge of Harm of Tobacco Use


Overall, students are aware of the harm tobacco can cause, but the kids who are smoking seem to know the least about the dangers of tobacco use.


10% of all MS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, however 40% of MS smokers think it is safe.


It is much the same for high school.


16% of all HS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, whereas 34% of the HS smokers think it is safe to smoke for this period of time.


It seems our youth cease being warned about the dangers of tobacco as they enter their high school years.


74% of MS students are taught about the dangers of tobacco at school, but only 35% of HS students are taught these important lessons.

















Exposure to Secondhand Smoke


Secondhand smoke affects everyone.  Friends, family, pets, neighbors, and the environment are all endangered.  Those who know the dangers of secondhand smoke appear to be those who are non-smokers, and fewer smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


91% of all MS students and 91% of all HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


Yet only 79% of current MS smokers and 81% of current HS smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.





Even though a majority of MS and HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful, too many youth are still exposed to secondhand smoke every day.


45% of MS students and 51% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a room during the past 7 days.


33% of MS students and 37% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car during the past 7 days.


50% of MS students and 55% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car or room during the past 7 days.








Other Key Results


Living with someone who smokes plays a huge role in whether or not a youth will become a smoker.


72% of current MS smokers and 54% of current HS smokers live with someone who smokes whereas only 28% of MS never smokers and 25% of HS never smokers live with someone who does smoke.
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How do High School youth usually get their own cigarettes?
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Youth Access to Tobacco Products





Although it is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to buy/be sold cigarettes, they still report relatively easy access.  Most students who smoke can name a time and place to get cigarettes or tobacco without being asked for identification (ID).  


Increased enforcement of current tobacco laws can reduce youth access to tobacco products.  24% of HS youth report buying cigarettes in a store.


Social sources (gave money to someone else, bummed, someone older gave them to me) account for 61% of HS youth access to cigarettes.


63% of HS youth were not asked for ID when they purchased cigarettes.


67% of HS youth were not refused a sale of cigarettes because of their age.


43% of current HS smokeless tobacco users who purchased smokeless tobacco did so in a store.





Brought to you by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Tobacco Use Prevention Program in partnership with the Douglas County Tobacco Use Prevention Program.  For further information or questions please contact your local Tobacco Use Prevention Program.





ELLIS COUNTY – Middle Schools


Results from the 2005/2006 Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey





The Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey contains in-depth information on the use of tobacco products, knowledge/ beliefs of the impact of tobacco use, attitudes surrounding tobacco, and exposure to secondhand smoke.  It is conducted every two years among students in grades 6-8 (Middle School/MS) and 9-12 (High School/HS) throughout the state.  All Ellis County Middle Schools were invited to participate.  Because the overall participation rate from schools and students was not high enough to calculate estimates that are generalizable to all youth in Ellis County, the results only reflect to those who participated in the survey.  This sample does provide valuable information on tobacco use and related issues among Ellis County youth.  The results are used in program evaluation as well as in program planning.  This document contains major highlights of the 2005/2006 Youth Tobacco Survey for Middle School students.
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Current Trends in Tobacco Use





Smokeless Tobacco Use: Chewing Tobacco, Snuff, or Dip


Cigarettes are not the only tobacco product being used by Ellis County youth participating in this survey.


2% of male MS students surveyed claim to be current smokeless tobacco users.  





Our youth are being misled or misunderstand the harms of smokeless tobacco.


5% of MS students surveyed think smokeless tobacco is a safe alternative to smoking.

















Cigarette Use


The majority of smokers start smoking before the age of 18. The younger people begin smoking cigarettes, the more likely they are to become strongly addicted to nicotine.  


1% of MS students surveyed report being current smokers.
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Knowledge of Harm of Tobacco Use


It is essential for the youth to be educated properly about the dangers of tobacco use to counteract misconceptions, and to be taught skills to resist social influences that promote tobacco use.  Such knowledge can reduce or delay adolescent smoking.


73% of all MS students surveyed are taught the important lessons about the dangers of tobacco and less than that, 44% have practiced ways to say no at school.
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Social Acceptance of Tobacco Use


Participation in anti-smoking events represents willingness by youth to act upon their personal belief systems.  By increasing this activism, more positive peer-to-peer anti-smoking reinforcement occurs to counter pro-tobacco messages.


11% of MS students surveyed have participated in any anti-smoking event. 





The Kansas TASK program is a youth empowerment group sponsored by KDHE.  The focus is on developing youth leadership to drive local change.


1% of MS students surveyed have participated in a TASK led anti-smoking event.


7% of MS students surveyed have seen or heard a TASK ad in the past 12 months.




















Brought to you by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Tobacco Use Prevention Program in partnership with the Ellis County Tobacco Use Prevention Program.  For further information or questions please contact your local Tobacco Use Prevention Program.





Exposure to Secondhand Smoke


Secondhand smoke affects everyone.  Friends, family, pets, neighbors, and the environment are all endangered.  Even though a majority of MS and HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful, too many youth are still exposed to secondhand smoke everyday.


43% of MS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a room during the past 7 days.


31% of MS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car during the past 7 days.


49% of MS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car or room during the past 7 days.





Other Key Results


Tobacco companies have invested a lot of money to keep their product appealing, especially to the youth.


86% of all students surveyed think that tobacco companies have tried to mislead the youth.








ELLIS COUNTY – High Schools


Results from the 2005/2006 Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey





The Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey contains in-depth information on the use of tobacco products, knowledge/ beliefs of the impact of tobacco use, attitudes surrounding tobacco, and exposure to secondhand smoke.  It is conducted every two years among students in grades 6-8 (Middle School/MS) and 9-12 (High School/HS) throughout the state.  The results are used in program evaluation as well as in program planning.  This document contains major highlights of the 2005/2006 Youth Tobacco Survey for High School students.  As a result of significant participation, results from this survey can be generalized to all youth in the appropriate grades in the community.  








Current Trends in Tobacco Use





Cigarette Use


The majority of smokers start smoking before the age of 18. The younger people begin smoking cigarettes, the more likely they are to become strongly addicted to nicotine.  


21% of HS students report being current smokers.





The addiction to nicotine is difficult to break. However, an increased willingness to quit increases cessation success.


42% of current HS smokers say they want to quit.


Yet only 26% of the HS smokers who have tried to quit have stayed off cigarettes for 30 days or more.  Increased success in quitting decreases the probability of relapsing in the future.
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Smokeless Tobacco Use: Chewing Tobacco, Snuff, or Dip


Cigarettes are not the only tobacco product being used by Ellis County youth.


16% of male HS students claim to be current smokeless tobacco users.  





Our youth are being misled or misunderstand the harms of smokeless tobacco.


9% of HS students think smokeless tobacco is a safe alternative to smoking.

















� EMBED MSGraph.Chart.8 \s ���





� EMBED MSGraph.Chart.8 \s ���





� EMBED MSGraph.Chart.8 \s ���





Social Acceptance of Tobacco Use


Social acceptance and other social views can often be reasons for smoking among youth in HS.  Many kids will start smoking to fit in, but possibly more surprisingly, more kids continue smoking hoping they are keeping their friends.


Of the current smokers in HS, 27% believe they have more friends than non-smokers.  Only 14% of all HS students think smokers have more friends.


A high 86% of current HS smokers reported having one or more smokers among four of their closest friends contrasted to 26% of HS never smokers.


Current smokers believe they have more friends than non-smokers, and they typically have one or more close friend who is also a smoker.





Participation in anti-smoking events represents willingness by youth to act upon their personal belief systems.  By increasing this activism, more positive peer-to-peer anti-smoking reinforcement occurs to counter pro-tobacco messages.


15% of HS students have participated in any anti-smoking event. 





The Kansas TASK program is a youth empowerment group sponsored by KDHE.  The focus is on developing youth leadership to drive local change.


10% of HS students have participated in a TASK led anti-smoking event.


28% of HS students have seen or heard a TASK ad in the past 12 months.








Knowledge of Harm of Tobacco Use


Overall, students are aware of the harm tobacco can cause, but the kids who are smoking seem to know the least about the dangers of tobacco use.


14% of all HS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, whereas 35% of the HS smokers think it is safe to smoke for this period of time.


Only 38% of all HS students are taught the important lessons about the dangers of tobacco and less than that, merely 12% have practiced ways to say no at school.
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Exposure to Secondhand Smoke


Secondhand smoke affects everyone.  Friends, family, pets, neighbors, and the environment are all endangered.  Those who know the dangers of secondhand smoke appear to be those who are non-smokers, and fewer smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


94% of all HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


Yet only 85 % of current HS smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.








Even though a majority of MS and HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful, too many youth are still exposed to secondhand smoke every day.


57% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a room during the past 7 days.


32% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car during the past 7 days.


61% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car or room during the past 7 days.








Other Key Results


Living with someone who smokes plays a huge role in whether or not a youth will become a smoker.


35% of current HS smokers live with someone who smokes whereas only 22% of HS never smokers live with someone who does smoke.





Tobacco companies have invested a lot of money to keep their product appealing, especially to the youth.


81% of all students think that tobacco companies have tried to mislead the youth.
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Youth Access to Tobacco Products





Although it is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to buy/be sold cigarettes, they still report relatively easy access.  Most students who smoke can name a time and place to get cigarettes or tobacco without being asked for identification (ID). 


Due to limited sample size, use caution when viewing results.  Questions were asked based on the usual source of accessing cigarettes, not on if the students ever tried the source (i.e. students may have bought cigarettes from the store before, but the store is not their usual source.)


Increased enforcement of current tobacco laws can reduce youth access to tobacco products.  14% of HS youth report buying cigarettes in a store.


Social sources (gave money to someone else, bummed, someone older gave them to me) account for 75% of HS youth access to cigarettes.


59% of HS youth were not asked for ID when they purchased cigarettes.


62% of HS youth were not refused a sale of cigarettes because of their age.


19% of current HS smokeless tobacco users who purchased smokeless tobacco did so in a store.





How do High School youth usually get their own cigarettes?


*0% indicated usually stealing cigarettes during the past 30 days.
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Brought to you by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Tobacco Use Prevention Program in partnership with the Ellis County Tobacco Use Prevention Program.  For further information or questions please contact your local Tobacco Use Prevention Program.





FINNEY COUNTY


Results from the 2005/2006 Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey





The Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey contains in-depth information on the use of tobacco products, knowledge/ beliefs of the impact of tobacco use, attitudes surrounding tobacco, and exposure to secondhand smoke.  It is conducted every two years among students in grades 6-8 (Middle School/MS) and 9-12 (High School/HS) throughout the state.  The results are used in program evaluation as well as in program planning.  This document contains major highlights of the 2005/2006 Youth Tobacco Survey.  As a result of significant participation, results from this survey can be generalized to all youth in the appropriate grades in the community.  








Current Trends in Tobacco Use
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Cigarette Use


It is estimated that 50% of all cigarette smokers will die from their addiction.  


6% of MS students say they are current smokers.  This number was 2.5 times higher for HS (16%) than MS estimate.





The addiction to nicotine is difficult to break. However, an increased willingness to quit increases cessation success.


59% of current MS smokers and 45% of current HS smokers say they want to quit.


Yet only 26% of the MS smokers who have tried to quit have stayed off cigarettes for 30 days or more, and 35% of HS smokers have had the same results.  Increased success in quitting decreases the probability of relapsing in the future.


























Smokeless Tobacco Use: Chewing Tobacco, Snuff, or Dip


Cigarettes are not the only tobacco product being used by Finney County youth.


4% of male MS students claim to be current smokeless tobacco users.  By HS this number triples to become 12%.





Our youth are being misled or misunderstand the harms of smokeless tobacco.


11% of MS students and 15% of HS students think smokeless tobacco is a safe alternative to smoking.
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Social Acceptance of Tobacco Use


Social acceptance and other social views can often be reasons for smoking among youth in MS and HS.  Many kids will start smoking to fit in, but possibly more surprisingly, more kids continue smoking hoping they are keeping their friends.


Of all the current smokers in MS, 50% of them believe smokers have more friends than non-smokers, whereas only 27% of all MS students think smokers have more friends.


Of the current smokers in HS, 34% believe they have more friends than non-smokers.  Only 23% of all HS students think smokers have more friends.


Compared to MS students, a lower proportion of all HS students believe that smokers have more friends. This represents a higher social acceptance of smoking.





Participation in anti-smoking events represents willingness by youth to act upon their personal belief systems.  By increasing this activism, more positive peer-to-peer anti-smoking reinforcement occurs to counter pro-tobacco messages.


17% of MS students and 15% of HS students have participated in any anti-smoking event. 





The Kansas TASK program is a youth empowerment group sponsored by KDHE.  The focus is on developing youth leadership to drive local change.


8% of MS students and 8% of HS students have participated in a TASK led anti-smoking event.


22% of MS students and 22% of HS students have seen or heard a TASK ad in the past 12 months.





Knowledge of Harm of Tobacco Use


Overall, students are aware of the harm tobacco can cause, but the kids who are smoking seem to know the least about the dangers of tobacco use.


15% of all MS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, however 42% of MS smokers think it is safe.


It is much the same for high school.


18% of all HS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, whereas 35% of HS smokers think it is safe to smoke for this period of time.


It seems our youth cease being warned about the dangers of tobacco as they enter their high school years.


57% of MS students are taught about the dangers of tobacco at school, but only 36% of HS students are taught these important lessons.
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Exposure to Secondhand Smoke


Secondhand smoke affects everyone.  Friends, family, pets, neighbors, and the environment are all endangered.  Those who know the dangers of secondhand smoke appear to be those who are non-smokers, and fewer smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


87% of all MS students and 86% of all HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


Yet only 76% of current MS smokers and 79% of current HS smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.





Even though a majority of MS and HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful, too many youth are still exposed to secondhand smoke every day.


41% of MS students and 58% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a room during the past 7 days.


32% of MS students and 42% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car during the past 7 days.


49% of MS students and 64% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car or room during the past 7 days.








Other Key Results


Living with someone who smokes plays a huge role in whether or not a youth will become a smoker.


60% of current MS smokers and 48% of current HS smokers live with someone who smokes, whereas only 33% of MS never smokers and 28% of HS never smokers live with someone who smokes.
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How do High School youth usually get their own cigarettes?
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Youth Access to Tobacco Products





Although it is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to buy/be sold cigarettes, they still report relatively easy access.  Most students who smoke can name a time and place to get cigarettes or tobacco without being asked for identification (ID).  


Increased enforcement of current tobacco laws can reduce youth access to tobacco products.  19% of HS youth report buying cigarettes in a store.


Social sources (gave money to someone else, bummed, someone older gave them to me) account for 54% of HS youth access to cigarettes.


60% of HS youth were not asked for ID when they purchased cigarettes.


67% of HS youth were not refused a sale of cigarettes because of their age.


19% of current HS smokeless tobacco users who purchased smokeless tobacco did so in a store.





Brought to you by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Tobacco Use Prevention Program in partnership with the Finney County Tobacco Use Prevention Program.  For further information or questions please contact your local Tobacco Use Prevention Program.





HASKELL COUNTY


Results from the 2005/2006 Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey





The Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey contains in-depth information on the use of tobacco products, knowledge/ beliefs of the impact of tobacco use, attitudes surrounding tobacco, and exposure to secondhand smoke.  It is conducted every two years among students in grades 6-8 (Middle School/MS) and 9-12 (High School/HS) throughout the state.  The results are used in program evaluation as well as in program planning.  This document contains major highlights of the 2005/2006 Youth Tobacco Survey.  As a result of significant participation, results from this survey can be generalized to all youth in the appropriate grades in the community.  








Current Trends in Tobacco Use





Cigarette Use


The majority of smokers start smoking before the age of 18. The younger people begin smoking cigarettes, the more likely they are to become strongly addicted to nicotine


11% of MS students say they are current smokers.  This number was double for HS at 22%.





The addiction to nicotine is difficult to break. However, an increased willingness to quit increases cessation success.


89% of current MS smokers and 55% of current HS smokers say they want to quit.


Yet only 48% of the MS smokers who have tried to quit have stayed off cigarettes for 30 days or more, and 55% of HS smokers have had the same results.  Increased success in quitting decreases the probability of relapsing in the future.
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Smokeless Tobacco Use: Chewing Tobacco, Snuff, or Dip


Cigarettes are not the only tobacco product being used by Haskell County youth.


10% of male MS students claim to be current smokeless tobacco users.  By HS this proportion increases to 17%.





Our youth are being misled or misunderstand the harms of smokeless tobacco.


6% of MS students and 11% of HS students think smokeless tobacco is a safe alternative to smoking.
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Social Acceptance of Tobacco Use


Social acceptance and other social views can often be reasons for smoking among youth in MS and HS.  Many kids will start smoking to fit in, but possibly more surprisingly, more kids continue smoking hoping they are keeping their friends.


Of all the current smokers in MS, 29% believe smokers have more friends than non-smokers, whereas only 17% of all MS students think smokers have more friends.


Of the current smokers in HS, 35% believe they have more friends than non-smokers.  Only 17% of all HS students think smokers have more friends.


Current smokers believe they have more friends than non-smokers. 





Participation in anti-smoking events represents willingness by youth to act upon their personal belief systems.  By increasing this activism, more positive peer-to-peer anti-smoking reinforcement occurs to counter pro-tobacco messages.


9% of MS students and 15% of HS students have participated in any anti-smoking event. 





The Kansas TASK program is a youth empowerment group sponsored by KDHE.  The focus is on developing youth leadership to drive local change.


6% of MS students and 7% of HS students have participated in a TASK led anti-smoking event.


12% of MS students and 19% of HS students have seen or heard a TASK ad in the past 12 months.





Knowledge of Harm of Tobacco Use


Overall, students are aware of the harm tobacco can cause, but the kids who are smoking seem to know the least about the dangers of tobacco use.


13% of all MS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, however 19% of MS smokers think it is safe.


It is much the same for high school.


13% of all HS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, whereas 25% of HS smokers think it is safe to smoke for this period of time.





It seems our youth cease being warned about the dangers of tobacco as they enter their high school years.


46% of MS students are taught about the dangers of tobacco at school, but only 33% of HS students are taught these important lessons.
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Exposure to Secondhand Smoke


Secondhand smoke affects everyone.  Friends, family, pets, neighbors, and the environment are all endangered.  Generally, those who know the dangers of secondhand smoke appear to be those who are non-smokers, and fewer smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


82% of current MS smokers, compared to 92% of all MS students, believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


Breaking from the typical pattern, 93% of current HS smokers, compared to 91% of all HS students, believe secondhand smoke is harmful.  Due to the limited sample size, further analysis cannot be conducted.





Even though a majority of MS and HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful, too many youth are still exposed to secondhand smoke everyday.


47% of MS students and 54% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a room during the past 7 days.


28% of MS students and 38% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car during the past 7 days.


54% of MS students and 59% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car or room during the past 7 days.








Other Key Results


Living with someone who smokes plays a huge role in whether or not a youth will become a smoker.


71% of current MS smokers and 59% of current HS smokers live with someone who smokes, whereas only 32% of MS never smokers and 20% of HS never smokers live with someone who smokes.





Tobacco companies have invested a lot of money to keep their product appealing, especially to the youth.


72% of MS students and 81% of HS students think that tobacco companies have tried to mislead the youth.
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Although it is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to buy/be sold cigarettes, they still report relatively easy access.  Most students who smoke can name a time and place to get cigarettes or tobacco without being asked for identification (ID).  


Due to limited sample size, use caution when viewing results.  Questions were asked based on the usual source of accessing cigarettes, not on if the students ever tried the source (i.e. students may have bought cigarettes from the store before, but the store is not their usual source.)


Increased enforcement of current tobacco laws can reduce youth access to tobacco products.  0% of HS youth report usually buying cigarettes in a store.


Providing tobacco to youth is another enforcement issue to be addressed.  Social sources (gave money to someone else, bummed, someone older gave them to me) account for 72% of HS youth access to cigarettes.


66% of HS youth were not asked for ID when they purchased cigarettes.


66% of HS youth were not refused a sale of cigarettes because of their age.


0% of current HS smokeless tobacco users who purchased smokeless tobacco did so in a store.





How do High School youth usually get their own cigarettes?


*0% indicated usually buying cigarettes from a store during the past 30 days.


** 0% indicated usually stealing cigarettes during the past 30 days.
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Youth Access to Tobacco Products





Brought to you by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Tobacco Use Prevention Program in partnership with the Haskell County Tobacco Use Prevention Program.  For further information or questions please contact your local Tobacco Use Prevention Program.





JOHNSON COUNTY


Results from the 2005/2006 Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey





The Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey contains in-depth information on the use of tobacco products, knowledge/ beliefs of the impact of tobacco use, attitudes surrounding tobacco, and exposure to secondhand smoke.  It is conducted every two years among students in grades 6-8 (Middle School/MS) and 9-12 (High School/HS) throughout the state.  The results are used in program evaluation as well as in program planning.  This document contains major highlights of the 2005/2006 Youth Tobacco Survey.  As a result of significant participation, results from this survey can be generalized to all youth in the appropriate grades in the community.  








Current Trends in Tobacco Use





Cigarette Use


It is estimated that 50% of all cigarette smokers will die from their addiction.  


3% of MS students say they are current smokers.  This number was 5 times higher for HS at 18%.





The addiction to nicotine is difficult to break. However, an increased willingness to quit increases cessation success.


62% of current MS smokers and 55% of current HS smokers say they want to quit.


Yet only 22% of the MS smokers who have tried to quit have stayed off cigarettes for 30 days or more, and 41% of HS smokers have had the same results.  Increased success in quitting decreases the probability of relapsing in the future.


























� EMBED MSGraph.Chart.8 \s ���





Smokeless Tobacco Use: Chewing Tobacco, Snuff, or Dip


Cigarettes are not the only tobacco product being used by Johnson County youth.


2% of male MS students claim to be current smokeless tobacco users, by HS this number more than triples to 7%.





Our youth are being misled or misunderstand the harms of smokeless tobacco.


6% of MS students and 8% of HS students think smokeless tobacco is a safe alternative to smoking.
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Social Acceptance of Tobacco Use


Social acceptance and other social views can often be reasons for smoking among youth in MS and HS.  Many kids will start smoking to fit in, but possibly more surprisingly, more kids continue smoking hoping they are keeping their friends.


Of all the current smokers in MS, 34% of them believe smokers have more friends than non-smokers where as only 12% of all MS students think smokers have more friends.


Of the current smokers in HS, 33% believe they have more friends than non-smokers.  Only 18% of all HS students think smokers have more friends.


Compared to MS students, a higher proportion of all HS students believe that smokers have more friends. This represents a higher societal acceptance of smoking.





Participation in anti-smoking events represents willingness by youth to act upon their personal belief systems.  By increasing this activism, more positive peer-to-peer anti-smoking reinforcement occurs to counter pro-tobacco messages.


14% of MS students and 10% of HS students have participated in any anti-smoking event. 





The Kansas TASK program is a youth empowerment group sponsored by KDHE.  The focus is on developing youth leadership to drive local change.


2% of MS students and 4% of HS students have participated in a TASK led anti-smoking event.


11% of MS students and 9% of HS students have seen or heard a TASK ad in the past 12 months.





Knowledge of Harm of Tobacco Use


Overall, students are aware of the harm tobacco can cause, but the kids who are smoking seem to know the least about the dangers of tobacco use.


6% of all MS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, however 26% of MS smokers think it is safe.


It is much the same for high school.


13% of all HS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, whereas 31% of HS smokers think it is safe to smoke for this period of time.





It seems our youth cease being warned about the dangers of tobacco as they enter their high school years.


80% of MS students are taught about the dangers of tobacco at school, but only 46% of HS students are taught these important lessons.
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Exposure to Secondhand Smoke


Secondhand smoke affects everyone.  Friends, family, pets, neighbors, and the environment are all endangered.  Those who know the dangers of secondhand smoke appear to be those who are non-smokers, and fewer smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


94% of all MS students and 93% of all HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


Yet only 91% of current MS smokers and 87% of current HS smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.





Even though a majority of MS and HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful, too many youth are still exposed to secondhand smoke every day.


39% of MS students and 23% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a room during the past 7 days.


53% of MS students and 38% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car during the past 7 days.


44% of MS students and 58% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car or room during the past 7 days.








Other Key Results


Living with someone who smokes plays a huge role in whether or not a youth will become a smoker.


59% of current MS smokers and 46% of current HS smokers live with someone who smokes, whereas only 26% of MS non-smokers and 29% of HS non-smokers live with someone who smokes.
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How do High School youth usually get their own cigarettes?
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Youth Access to Tobacco Products





Although it is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to buy/be sold cigarettes, they still report relatively easy access.  Most students who smoke can name a time and place to get cigarettes or tobacco without being asked for identification (ID).  


Increased enforcement of current tobacco laws can reduce youth access to tobacco products.  19% of HS youth report buying cigarettes in a store.


Social Sources (gave money to someone else, bummed, someone older gave them to me) account for 71% of HS youth access to cigarettes.


54% of HS youth were not asked for ID when they purchased cigarettes.


62% of HS youth were not refused a sale of cigarettes because of their age.


26% of current HS smokeless tobacco users who purchased smokeless tobacco did so in a store.





Brought to you by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Tobacco Use Prevention Program in partnership with the Johnson County Tobacco Use Prevention Program.  For further information or questions please contact your local Tobacco Use Prevention Program.





The Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey contains in-depth information on the use of tobacco products, knowledge/beliefs of the impact of tobacco use, attitudes surrounding tobacco, and exposure to secondhand smoke.  It is conducted every two years among students in grades 6-8 (Middle School/MS) and 9-12 (High School/HS) throughout the state. All Reno County schools with students in grades 6-12 were invited to participate.  Because the overall participation rate from schools and students was not high enough to calculate estimates that are generalizable to all youth in Reno County, the results only reflect to those who participated in the survey.  This sample does provide valuable information on tobacco use and related issues among Reno County youth.  The results are used in program evaluation as well as in program planning.  This document contains major highlights of the 2005/2006 Youth Tobacco Survey.





RENO COUNTY


Results from the 2005/2006 Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey





Current Trends in Tobacco Use





Cigarette Use


The majority of smokers start smoking before the age of 18. The younger people begin smoking cigarettes, the more likely they are to become strongly addicted to nicotine


3% of MS students surveyed say they are current smokers.  This number was much higher for HS students surveyed where 17% reported being current smokers.





The addiction to nicotine is difficult to break. However, an increased willingness to quit increases cessation success.


35% of current MS smokers surveyed and 45% of current HS smokers surveyed say they want to quit.


41% of the MS smokers surveyed who have tried to quit have stayed off cigarettes for 30 days or more.  Only 35% of HS smokers surveyed have had the same results.  Increased success in quitting decreases the probability of relapsing in the future.
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Smokeless Tobacco Use: Chewing Tobacco, Snuff, or Dip


Cigarettes are not the only tobacco product being used by Reno County youth participating in this survey.


4% of male MS students surveyed claim to be current smokeless tobacco users.  By HS this proportion increases to 15%.





Our youth are being misled or misunderstand the harms of smokeless tobacco.


7% of MS students and 7% of HS students surveyed think smokeless tobacco is a safe alternative to smoking.
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Social Acceptance of Tobacco Use


Social acceptance and other social views can often be reasons for smoking among youth in MS and HS.  Many kids will start smoking to fit in, but possibly more surprisingly, more kids continue smoking hoping they are keeping their friends.


Of all the current smokers in MS surveyed, 44% believe smokers have more friends than non-smokers, whereas only 13% of all MS students surveyed think smokers have more friends.


Of the current smokers in HS surveyed, 22% believe they have more friends than non-smokers.  Only 12% of all HS students surveyed think smokers have more friends.


Current smokers believe they have more friends than non-smokers. 





Participation in anti-smoking events represents willingness by youth to act upon their personal belief systems.  By increasing this activism, more positive peer-to-peer anti-smoking reinforcement occurs to counter pro-tobacco messages.


18% of MS students and 15% of HS students surveyed have participated in any anti-smoking event. 





The Kansas TASK program is a youth empowerment group sponsored by KDHE.  The focus is on developing youth leadership to drive local change.


3% of MS students and 6% of HS students surveyed have participated in a TASK led anti-smoking event.


13% of MS students and 17% of HS students surveyed have seen or heard a TASK ad in the past 12 months.





Knowledge of Harm of Tobacco Use


Overall, students are aware of the harm tobacco can cause, but the kids who are smoking seem to know the least about the dangers of tobacco use.


10% of all MS students surveyed think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, however 33% of MS smokers think it is safe.


It is much the same for high school.


11% of all HS students surveyed think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, whereas 26% of HS smokers surveyed think it is safe to smoke for this period of time.


It seems our youth cease being warned about the dangers of tobacco as they enter their high school years.


70% of MS students surveyed are taught about the dangers of tobacco at school, but only 46% of HS students surveyed are taught these important lessons.
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Exposure to Secondhand Smoke


Secondhand smoke affects everyone.  Friends, family, pets, neighbors, and the environment are all endangered.  Generally, those who know the dangers of secondhand smoke appear to be those who are non-smokers, and fewer smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


61% of current MS smokers surveyed, compared to 92% of all MS students surveyed, believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


84% of current HS smokers surveyed, compared to 93% of all HS students surveyed, believe secondhand smoke is harmful.





Even though a majority of MS and HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful, too many youth are still exposed to secondhand smoke every day.


55% of MS students and 63% of HS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a room during the past 7 days.


43% of MS students and 38% of HS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car during the past 7 days.


61% of MS students and 65% of HS students surveyed were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car or room during the past 7 days.








Other Key Results


Living with someone who smokes plays a huge role in whether or not a youth will become a smoker.


75% of current MS smokers and 72% of current HS smokers surveyed live with someone who smokes, whereas only 43% of MS never smokers and 25% of HS never smokers surveyed live with someone who smokes.





Tobacco companies have invested a lot of money to keep their product appealing, especially to the youth.


82% of MS students and 87% of HS students surveyed think that tobacco companies have tried to mislead the youth.
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Although it is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to buy/be sold cigarettes, they still report relatively easy access.  Most students who smoke can name a time and place to get cigarettes or tobacco without being asked for identification (ID).  


Due to limited sample size, use caution when viewing results.  Questions were asked based on the usual source of accessing cigarettes, not on if the students ever tried the source (i.e. students may have bought cigarettes from the store before, but the store is not their usual source.)


Increased enforcement of current tobacco laws can reduce youth access to tobacco products.  5% of HS youth surveyed report usually buying cigarettes in a store.


Providing tobacco to youth is another enforcement issue to be addressed.  Social sources (gave money to someone else, bummed, someone older gave them to me) account for 71% of HS youth access to cigarettes.


56% of HS youth surveyed were not asked for ID when they purchased cigarettes.


78% of HS youth surveyed were not refused a sale of cigarettes because of their age.


13% of current HS smokeless tobacco users surveyed who purchased smokeless tobacco did so in a store.





How do High School youth surveyed usually get their own cigarettes?


*0% indicated usually getting cigarettes from a vending machine.








� EMBED MSGraph.Chart.8 \s ���





Youth Access to Tobacco Products





Brought to you by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Tobacco Use Prevention Program in partnership with the Reno County Tobacco Use Prevention Program.  For further information or questions please contact your local Tobacco Use Prevention Program.





RILEY COUNTY


Results from the 2005/2006 Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey





The Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey contains in-depth information on the use of tobacco products, knowledge/ beliefs of the impact of tobacco use, attitudes surrounding tobacco, and exposure to secondhand smoke.  It is conducted every two years among students in grades 6-8 (Middle School/MS) and 9-12 (High School/HS) throughout the state.  The results are used in program evaluation as well as in program planning.  This document contains major highlights of the 2005/2006 Youth Tobacco Survey.  As a result of significant participation, results from this survey can be generalized to all youth in the appropriate grades in the community.  








Current Trends in Tobacco Use
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Cigarette Use


It is estimated that 50% of all cigarette smokers will die from their addiction.  


5% of MS students say they are current smokers.  This number was3.5 times higher for HS at 18%. 





The addiction to nicotine is difficult to break. However, an increased willingness to quit increases cessation success.


43% of current MS smokers and 50% of current HS smokers say they want to quit.


Yet only 30% of the MS smokers who have tried to quit have stayed off cigarettes for 30 days or more, and 33% of HS smokers have had the same results.  Increased success in quitting decreases the probability of relapsing in the future.


























Smokeless Tobacco Use: Chewing Tobacco, Snuff, or Dip


Cigarettes are not the only tobacco product being used by Riley County youth.


3% of male MS students claim to be current smokeless tobacco users.  By HS this number doubles to 6%.





Our youth are being misled or misunderstand the harms of smokeless tobacco.


8% of MS students and 7% of HS students think smokeless tobacco is a safe alternative to smoking.
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Social Acceptance of Tobacco Use


Social acceptance and other social views can often be reasons for smoking among youth in MS and HS.  Many kids will start smoking to fit in, but possibly more surprisingly, more kids continue smoking hoping they are keeping their friends.


Of all the current smokers in MS, 39% of them believe smokers have more friends than non-smokers where as only 15% of all MS students think smokers have more friends.


Of the current smokers in HS, 30% believe they have more friends than non-smokers.  Only 16% of all HS students think smokers have more friends.


Compared to MS students, a higher proportion of all HS students believe that smokers have more friends. This represents a higher social acceptance of smoking.





Participation in anti-smoking events represents willingness by youth to act upon their personal belief systems.  By increasing this activism, more positive peer-to-peer anti-smoking reinforcement occurs to counter pro-tobacco messages.


24% of MS students and 15% of HS students have participated in any anti-smoking event. 





The Kansas TASK program is a youth empowerment group sponsored by KDHE.  The focus is on developing youth leadership to drive local change.


5% of MS students and 8% of HS students have participated in a TASK led anti-smoking event.


17% of MS students and 28% of HS students have seen or heard a TASK ad in the past 12 months.





Knowledge of Harm of Tobacco Use


Overall, students are aware of the harm tobacco can cause, but the kids who are smoking seem to know the least about the dangers of tobacco use.


10% of all MS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, however 35% of MS smokers think it is safe.


It is much the same for high school.


13% of all HS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, whereas 28% of HS smokers think it is safe to smoke for this period of time.


It seems our youth cease being warned about the dangers of tobacco as they enter their high school years.


83% of MS students are taught about the dangers of tobacco at school, but only 41% of HS students are taught these important lessons.
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Exposure to Secondhand Smoke


Secondhand smoke affects everyone.  Friends, family, pets, neighbors, and the environment are all endangered.  Those who know the dangers of secondhand smoke appear to be those who are non-smokers, and fewer smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


94% of all MS students and 93% of all HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


Yet only 84% of current MS smokers and 86% of current HS smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.





Even though a majority of MS and HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful, too many youth are still exposed to secondhand smoke every day.


38% of MS students and 52% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a room during the past 7 days.


26% of MS students and 33% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car v the past 7 days.


42% of MS students and 55% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car or room during the past 7 days.








Other Key Results


Living with someone who smokes plays a huge role in whether or not a youth will become a smoker.


76% of current MS smokers and 52% of current HS smokers live with someone who smokes, whereas only 28% of MS never smokers and 19% of HS never smokers live with someone who smokes.
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How do High School youth usually get their own cigarettes?
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Youth Access to Tobacco Products





Although it is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to buy/be sold cigarettes, they still report relatively easy access.  Most students who smoke can name a time and place to get cigarettes or tobacco without being asked for identification (ID).  


Increased enforcement of current tobacco laws can reduce youth access to tobacco products.  11% of HS youth report buying cigarettes in a store.


Social sources (gave money to someone else, bummed, someone older gave them to me) account for 73% of HS youth access to cigarettes.


57% of HS youth were not asked for ID when they purchased cigarettes.


62% of HS youth were not refused a sale of cigarettes because of their age.


24% of current HS smokeless tobacco users who purchased smokeless tobacco did so in a store.





Brought to you by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Tobacco Use Prevention Program in partnership with the Riley County Tobacco Use Prevention Program.  For further information or questions please contact your local Tobacco Use Prevention Program.





SCOTT COUNTY


Results from the 2005/2006 Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey





The Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey contains in-depth information on the use of tobacco products, knowledge/ beliefs of the impact of tobacco use, attitudes surrounding tobacco, and exposure to secondhand smoke.  It is conducted every two years among students in grades 6-8 (Middle School/MS) and 9-12 (High School/HS) throughout the state.  The results are used in program evaluation as well as in program planning.  This document contains major highlights of the 2005/2006 Youth Tobacco Survey.  As a result of significant participation, results from this survey can be generalized to all youth in the appropriate grades in the community.  








Current Trends in Tobacco Use





� EMBED MSGraph.Chart.8 \s ���





Cigarette Use


It is estimated that 50% of all cigarette smokers will die from their addiction.  


7% of MS students say they are current smokers.  This number is 3 times higher for HS at 21%. 





The addiction to nicotine is difficult to break. However, an increased willingness to quit increases cessation success.


49% of current MS smokers and 54% of current HS smokers say they want to quit.


Yet only 17% of the MS smokers who have tried to quit have stayed off cigarettes for 30 days or more, and 44% of HS smokers have had the same results.  Increased success in quitting decreases the probability of relapsing in the future.


























Smokeless Tobacco Use: Chewing Tobacco, Snuff, or Dip


Cigarettes are not the only tobacco product being used by Scott County youth.


8% of male MS students claim to be current smokeless tobacco users.  By HS this number more than triples to become 27%.





Our youth are being misled or misunderstand the harms of smokeless tobacco.


16% of MS students and 12% of HS students think smokeless tobacco is a safe alternative to smoking.
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Social Acceptance of Tobacco Use


Social acceptance and other social views can often be reasons for smoking among youth in MS and HS.  Many kids will start smoking to fit in, but possibly more surprisingly, more kids continue smoking hoping they are keeping their friends.


Of all the current smokers in MS, 35% of them believe smokers have more friends than non-smokers, whereas only 8% of all MS students think smokers have more friends.


Of the current smokers in HS, 22% believe they have more friends than non-smokers.  Only 15% of all HS students think smokers have more friends.


Compared to MS students, a higher proportion of all HS students believe that smokers have more friends. This represents a higher social acceptance of smoking.





Participation in anti-smoking events represents willingness by youth to act upon their personal belief systems.  By increasing this activism, more positive peer-to-peer anti-smoking reinforcement occurs to counter pro-tobacco messages.


16% of MS students and 10% of HS students have participated in any anti-smoking event. 





The Kansas TASK program is a youth empowerment group sponsored by KDHE.  The focus is on developing youth leadership to drive local change.


5% of MS students and 7% of HS students have participated in a TASK led anti-smoking event.


18% of MS students and 14% of HS students have seen or heard a TASK ad in the past 12 months.





Knowledge of Harm of Tobacco Use


Overall, students are aware of the harm tobacco can cause, but the kids who are smoking seem to know the least about the dangers of tobacco use.


11% of all MS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, however 51% of MS smokers think it is safe.


It is much the same for high school.


16% of all HS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, whereas 30% of HS smokers think it is safe to smoke for this period of time.


It seems our youth cease being warned about the dangers of tobacco as they enter their high school years.


57% of MS students are taught about the dangers of tobacco at school, but only 34% of HS students are taught these important lessons.
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Exposure to Secondhand Smoke


Secondhand smoke affects everyone.  Friends, family, pets, neighbors, and the environment are all endangered.  Those who know the dangers of secondhand smoke appear to be those who are non-smokers, and fewer smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


91% of all MS students and 90% of all HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


Yet only 64% of current MS smokers and 76% of current HS smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.





Even though a majority of MS and HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful, too many youth are still exposed to secondhand smoke every day.


41% of MS students and 62% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a room during the past 7 days.


32% of MS students and 42% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car during the past 7 days.


47% of MS students and 65% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car or room during the past 7 days.








Other Key Results


Living with someone who smokes plays a huge role in whether or not a youth will become a smoker.


Nearly 100% of current MS smokers and 45% of current HS smokers live with someone who smokes, whereas only 26% of MS never smokers and 21% of HS never smokers live with someone who smokes.
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How do High School youth usually get their own cigarettes?





Youth Access to Tobacco Products





Although it is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to buy/be sold cigarettes, they still report relatively easy access.  Most students who smoke can name a time and place to get cigarettes or tobacco without being asked for identification (ID).  


Increased enforcement of current tobacco laws can reduce youth access to tobacco products.  10% of HS youth report buying cigarettes in a store.


Social sources (gave money to someone else, bummed, someone older gave them to me) account for 75% of HS youth access to cigarettes.


65% of HS youth were not asked for ID when they purchased cigarettes.


77% of HS youth were not refused a sale of cigarettes because of their age.








Brought to you by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Tobacco Use Prevention Program in partnership with the Scott County Tobacco Use Prevention Program.  For further information or questions please contact your local Tobacco Use Prevention Program.





SEDGWICK COUNTY - DERBY


Results from the 2005/2006 Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey





The Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey contains in-depth information on the use of tobacco products, knowledge/ beliefs of the impact of tobacco use, attitudes surrounding tobacco, and exposure to secondhand smoke.  It is conducted every two years among students in grades 6-8 (Middle School/MS) and 9-12 (High School/HS) throughout the state.  The results are used in program evaluation as well as in program planning.  This document will contain major highlights of the 2005/2006 Youth Tobacco Survey.  As a result of significant participation, results from this survey can be generalized to all youth in the appropriate grades in the community.  








Current Trends in Tobacco Use
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Cigarette Use


It is estimated that 50% of all cigarette smokers will die from their addiction.  


7% of MS students say they are current smokers.  This number is 2.5 times higher for HS at 19%. 





The addiction to nicotine is difficult to break. However, an increased willingness to quit increases cessation success.


50% of current MS smokers and 52% of current HS smokers say they want to quit.


Yet only 34% of the MS smokers who have tried to quit have stayed off cigarettes for 30 days or more, and 41% of HS smokers have had the same results.  Increased success in quitting decreases the probability of relapsing in the future.


























Smokeless Tobacco Use: Chewing Tobacco, Snuff, or Dip


Cigarettes are not the only tobacco product being used by Derby youth.


3% of male MS students claim to be current smokeless tobacco users.  By HS this number significantly increases to 12%.





Our youth are being misled or misunderstand the harms of smokeless tobacco.


6% of MS students and 13% of HS students think smokeless tobacco is a safe alternative to smoking.
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Social Acceptance of Tobacco Use


Social acceptance and other social views can often be reasons for smoking among youth in MS and HS.  Many kids will start smoking to fit in, but possibly more surprisingly, more kids continue smoking hoping they are keeping their friends.


Of all the current smokers in MS, 42% of them believe smokers have more friends than non-smokers, whereas only 16% of all MS students think smokers have more friends.


Of the current smokers in HS, 38% believe they have more friends than non-smokers.  Only 20% of all HS students think smokers have more friends.


Compared to MS students, a higher proportion of all HS students believe that smokers have more friends. This represents a higher social acceptance of smoking.





Participation in anti-smoking events represents willingness by youth to act upon their personal belief systems.  By increasing this activism, more positive peer-to-peer anti-smoking reinforcement occurs to counter pro-tobacco messages.


18% of MS students and 17% of HS students have participated in any anti-smoking event. 





The Kansas TASK program is a youth empowerment group sponsored by KDHE.  The focus is on developing youth leadership to drive local change.


3% of MS students and 11% of HS students have participated in a TASK led anti-smoking event.


11% of MS students and 19% of HS students have seen or heard a TASK ad in the past 12 months.





Knowledge of Harm of Tobacco Use


Overall, students are aware of the harm tobacco can cause, but the kids who are smoking seem to know the least about the dangers of tobacco use.


9% of all MS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, however 24% of MS smokers think it is safe.


It is much the same for high school.


23% of all HS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, whereas 44% of just the HS smokers think it is safe to smoke for this period of time.


It seems our youth cease being warned about the dangers of tobacco as they enter their high school years.


41% of MS students are taught about the dangers of tobacco at school, but only 20% of HS students are taught these important lessons.














Exposure to Secondhand Smoke


Secondhand smoke affects everyone.  Friends, family, pets, neighbors, and the environment are all endangered.  Those who know the dangers of secondhand smoke appear to be those who are non-smokers, and fewer smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


90% of all MS students and 90% of all HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


Yet only 71% of current MS smokers and 76% of current HS smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.





Even though a majority of MS and HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful, too many youth are still exposed to secondhand smoke every day.


44% of MS students and 58% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a room during the past 7 days.


35% of MS students and 43% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car during the past 7 days.


50% of MS students and 65% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car or room during the past 7 days.








Other Key Results


Living with someone who smokes plays a huge role in whether or not a youth will become a smoker.


66% of current MS smokers and 53% of current HS smokers live with someone who smokes, whereas only 33% of MS never smokers and 29% of HS never smokers live with someone who smokes.
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How do High School youth usually get their own cigarettes?





Youth Access to Tobacco Products





Although it is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to buy/be sold cigarettes, they still report relatively easy access.  Most students who smoke can name a time and place to get cigarettes or tobacco without being asked for identification (ID).  


Increased enforcement of current tobacco laws can reduce youth access to tobacco products.  12% of HS youth report buying cigarettes in a store.


Social sources (gave money to someone else, bummed, someone older gave them to me) account for 69% of HS youth access to cigarettes.


65% of HS youth were not asked for ID when they purchased cigarettes.


77% of HS youth were not refused a sale of cigarettes because of their age.


38% of current HS smokeless tobacco users who purchased smokeless tobacco did so in a store.





Brought to you by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Tobacco Use Prevention Program in partnership with the Derby Tobacco Use Prevention Program.  For further information or questions please contact your local Tobacco Use Prevention Program.





BUTLER COUNTY


Results from the 2005/2006 Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey





The Kansas Youth Tobacco Survey contains in-depth information on the use of tobacco products, knowledge/ beliefs of the impact of tobacco use, attitudes surrounding tobacco, and exposure to secondhand smoke.  It is conducted every two years among students in grades 6-8 (Middle School/MS) and 9-12 (High School/HS) throughout the state.  The results are used in program evaluation as well as in program planning.  This document contains major highlights of the 2005/2006 Youth Tobacco Survey. As a result of significant participation, results from this survey can be generalized to all youth in the appropriate grades in the community.  








Current Trends in Tobacco Use





Cigarette Use


It is estimated that 50% of all cigarette smokers will die from their addiction.  


8% of MS students say they are current smokers.  This number was 3 times higher for HS (25%) than the MS estimate.





The addiction to nicotine is difficult to break. However, an increased willingness to quit increases cessation success.


48% of current MS smokers and 46% of current HS smokers say they want to quit.


Yet only 33% of the MS smokers who have tried to quit have stayed off cigarettes for 30 days or more, and 38% of HS smokers have had the same results.  Increased success in quitting decreases the probability of relapsing in the future.
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Smokeless Tobacco Use: Chewing Tobacco, Snuff, or Dip


Cigarettes are not the only tobacco product being used by Butler County youth.


8% of male MS students claim to be current smokeless tobacco users.  By HS this number more than doubles to 21%.





Our youth are being misled or misunderstand the harms of smokeless tobacco.


10% of MS students and 10% of HS students think smokeless tobacco is a safe alternative to smoking.
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Social Acceptance of Tobacco Use


Social acceptance and other social views can often be reasons for smoking among youth in MS and HS.  Many kids will start smoking to fit in, but possibly more surprisingly, more kids continue smoking hoping they are keeping their friends.


Of all the current smokers in MS, 44% of them believe smokers have more friends than non-smokers where as only 13% of all MS students think smokers have more friends.


Of the current smokers in HS, 33% believe they have more friends than non-smokers.  Only 17% of all HS students think smokers have more friends.


Compared to MS students, a higher proportion of all HS students believe that smokers have more friends. This represents a higher social acceptance of smoking.





Participation in anti-smoking events represents willingness by youth to act upon their personal belief systems.  By increasing this activism, more positive peer-to-peer anti-smoking reinforcement occurs to counter pro-tobacco messages.


18% of MS students and 13% of HS students have participated in any anti-smoking event. 





The Kansas TASK program is a youth empowerment group sponsored by KDHE.  The focus is on developing youth leadership to drive local change.


4% of MS students and 6% of HS students have participated in a TASK led anti-smoking event.


13% of MS students and 6% of HS students have seen or heard a TASK ad in the past 12 months.





Knowledge of Harm of Tobacco Use


Overall, students are aware of the harm tobacco can cause, but the kids who are smoking seem to know the least about the dangers of tobacco use.


12% of all MS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, however among MS smokers, 42% of them think it is safe.





It is much the same for high school.


16% of all HS students think it is safe to smoke for just a year or two, whereas 32% of just the HS smokers think it is safe to smoke for this period of time.





It seems our youth cease being warned about the dangers of tobacco as they enter their high school years.


76% of MS students are taught about the dangers of tobacco at school, but only 36% of HS students are taught these important lessons.
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Exposure to Secondhand Smoke


Secondhand smoke affects everyone.  Friends, family, pets, neighbors, and the environment are all endangered.  Those who know the dangers of secondhand smoke appear to be those who are non-smokers, and fewer smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


92% of all MS students and 91% of all HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful.


Yet only 77% of current MS smokers and 84% of current HS smokers believe secondhand smoke is harmful.





Even though a majority of MS and HS students believe secondhand smoke is harmful, too many youth are still exposed to secondhand smoke everyday.


54% of MS students and 63% of HS students were exposed to secondhand1smoke in a room during the past 7 days.


42% of MS students and 45% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car during the past 7 days.


61% of MS students and 67% of HS students were exposed to secondhand smoke in a car or room during the past 7 days.











Other Key Results


Living with someone who smokes plays a huge role in whether or not a youth will become a smoker.


73% of current MS smokers and 56% of current HS smokers live with someone who smokes, whereas only 36% of MS never smokers and 28% of HS never smokers live with someone who smokes.








How do High School youth usually get their own cigarettes?
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Youth Access to Tobacco Products





Although it is illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to buy/be sold cigarettes, they still report relatively easy access.  Most students who smoke can name a time and place to get cigarettes or tobacco without being asked for identification (ID).  


Increased enforcement of current tobacco laws can reduce youth access to tobacco products.  11% of HS youth report buying cigarettes in a store.


Social sources (gave money to someone else, bummed, someone older gave them to me) account for 70% of HS youth access to cigarettes.


52% of HS youth were not asked for ID when they purchased cigarettes.


72% of HS youth were not refused a sale of cigarettes because of their age.


21% of current HS smokeless tobacco users who purchased smokeless tobacco did so in a store.





Brought to you by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Tobacco Use Prevention Program in partnership with the Butler County Tobacco Use Prevention Program.  For further information or questions please contact your local Tobacco Use Prevention Program.
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