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K.S.A. 65-3005 (a)(19) requires the Secretary of the Kansas Department of Health and Environment to 

report any activities of any visibility transport commission under the Clean Air Act. Kansas is not party to a 

visibility transport commission.   

K.S.A. 65-3005 (a)(18) requires KDHE to prepare and adopt a regional haze plan no more stringent than 

42 U.S.C. 7491 (the Clean Air Act (CAA)).  This annual briefing summarizes the Bureau of Air’s 

implementation of the federal Regional Haze Rule in 2014. KDHE was required by amendments to the Clean 

Air Act (CAA) of 1977 to submit a revision of the State Implementation Plan (SIP) to the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) to meet CAA requirements for visibility in Class I areas (essentially, large national 

parks and wilderness areas). Individual state requirements were proposed by EPA in 1999, and the Regional 

Haze Rule was finalized on June 15, 2005. KDHE public-noticed the proposed SIP revision and addressed 

comments from EPA and Federal Land Managers of the Departments of Agriculture and Interior.                  

The entire SIP revision document with appendices can be reviewed at 

http://www.kdheks.gov/bar/planning/pnplanning.html.  EPA published the proposal to approve the Kansas 

Regional Haze State Implementation Plan (SIP) in the Federal Register on August 23, 2011 and published 

final approval on December 27, 2011 [76 R 80754].  

The Regional Haze Rule requires a comprehensive analysis of each state’s regional haze SIP every 10 

years and a progress report every 5 years, and Kansas’ 5-year review was due in 2014. The Bureau of Air has 

prepared that report, and a copy is attached. The geographical area of our plan and the locations of Class I areas 

are shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of the report. For the initial Regional Haze Plan, unit-specific emissions limits were 

developed for the Kansas Regional Haze SIP for the five electric generating units found to be subject to Best 

Available Retrofit Technology.  These limits were embodied in the form of agreements between the KDHE and 

the two owners/operators of the five subject-to-BART units, KCP&L and Westar Energy (Westar).  The State-

Utility agreements were augmented by a separate agreement between federal agencies (Justice and EPA) and 

Westar, which required Westar to achieve and maintain aggressive emission limits and project scheduling for 

NOx and SO2. 

Table 2, p. 10, Projected Emission Reductions, shows the significant reductions in SO2 and NOx 

emissions over the ten-year period from 2002 to 2012.  Over 43,000 tons of NOx emissions were eliminated, 

along with 58,000 tons of SO2 from just five of our largest sources. With respect to visibility, the average light 

http://www.kdheks.gov/bar/planning/pnplanning.html
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-12-27/pdf/2011-32998.pdf


extinction at Wichita Mountains (as well as the other Class I areas of interest) has been generally decreasing 

(visibility has been increasing) since 2002.  

Following is the summary paragraph in the attached Regional Haze 5-Year Update which was recently 

submitted to EPA: 

“As discussed earlier in Section 3.2 there has been a dramatic decrease in both NOx and SO2 from Kansas 

point sources since 2002, particularly for the subject-to-BART units beginning in 2008, when regional haze 

agreements were signed and their implementation begun.  Total annual emissions of NOx for Kansas subject-to-

BART units fell 73 percent from 2002 to 2012.  Similarly for SO2, total annual emissions fell 79 percent from 

2002 to 2012.  As mentioned in Section 3.4, the five-year period 2009–2013 has seen a drop in total 

anthropogenic emissions of NOx of 10 percent and of SO2 6.0 percent.  These are substantial emissions 

reductions in the primary haze-causing pollutants NOx and SO2; therefore, KDHE declares that no substantive 

further revision to the initial Kansas Regional Haze SIP is needed at this time in order to achieve established 

goals for visibility improvement.” 

 

Our review indicates that Kansas utilities subject to this rule will not require additional emissions 

reductions to comply with the Regional Haze Rule at this time, and that the first five years of implementation 

of the Regional Haze Program were successful. The next step is the preparation of the ten-year comprehensive 

analysis, which will be due to EPA in 2018.  
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