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2011 KPHA Conference
by Elaine Schwartz, Executive Director

Kansas Public Health Association 
The 68th Annual Kansas Public Health Association (KPHA) Fall Conference will be held Sept. 21-22 at the 

Hyatt Regency in Wichita. Guest speakers include:
� Jeff Colyer, MD, Lieutenant Governor, State of Kansas,
� Robert Moser, MD, Secretary, Kansas Department of Health and Environment
� Kaye Bender, PhD, RN, FAAN, President and CEO, Public Health Accreditation Board
� Gina Frack, RN, BS, Administrator and Accreditation Coordinator Norton County Health Department
� Rex Archer, MD, MPH, Director, Kansas City, Missouri Health Department
� Paul D. Benne, MD, MOH, LTC, MC, Chief, Department of Public 

Health, Fort Riley
Conference topics include:
� Public Health Accreditation: Advancing Public Health Quality and 

Performance to Improve Health
� Study of Infant Mortality in the Fort Riley Area
� Current Directions in State and National Tobacco Control--What 

are our Next Steps?
� Advancing a Shared Vision for Health Policy in Kansas

For more information and registration click the conference logo.

KPHA Conference Pre-Session - Advancing Quality in the Kansas Public Health System
Quality Improvement, Performance Management and Accreditation Readiness

by Shirley Orr, President Elect
KPHA

Is your agency exploring the next steps to excellence in performance and accountability through national 
public health accreditation? The Kansas Public Health Association (KPHA) Conference Pre-session on Sept. 20
from 1-5 P.M. will provide an update on efforts that are underway to advance system-wide quality improvement 
that began during the Multi-State Learning Collaborative. The pre-session will feature presentations from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention National Public Health Improvement Initiative, the Kansas Depart-
ment of Health and Environment Center for Performance Management and collaborative system partners. Don’t 
miss the opportunity to dialogue with local, regional, state and national experts in the field and gain practical 
information and resources to support your agency’s work in quality improvement, performance management 
and accreditation readiness. To enroll in the pre-session click the KPHA conference logo above. 

In the Spotlight – Thomas County
by Kasiah Rothchild, Administrator 

Thomas County Health Department
The Thomas County Health Department located in 

Colby, serves a population of approximately 7,700. They 
have two registered nurses on staff; Amy Knipp and Ka-
thy Ryan who conduct the clinic services, education and 

lactation program. Angie Gaede serves as the biller and is beginning her second year at the health depart-
ment. Kendra Glassman handles the medical records and manages client intake. Kasiah Rothchild is begin-
ning her fourth year as administrator at the health department. The agency has several part time staff in-
clude the Healthy Start Home Visitor; Joyce Schroeder, Family Planning Nurse Practitioner; Juanita Gatz 
translator; and Lucy Wood.

The Thomas County Health Department offers Family Planning Services, Maternal and Child Health, Im-
munizations, Chronic Disease Risk Reduction Program, Lab Services, KanBe Healthy Physicals, STD Treat-
ment, disease investigation, lactation services and a Breastfeeding Boutique.

A major push of the health department in the past few years has been to build community relation-
ships. This has been accomplished through holding school clinics, conducting mass dispensing exercises, 
education programs and collaborating with local partners. Staff members have been active in several com-
mittees and groups. The Certified Lactation Consultant, Kathy Ryan, educates at the hospital birthing 
classes and also conducts community education. Through the Chronic Disease Risk Reduction grant the 
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health department became involved with the Thomas County Coalition and has been witness to how a coa-
lition can truly impact a community and be an example for others. 

One major accomplishment of the coalition is their progress towards a community walking trail. Over 
twenty years ago a committee convened to try to get a walking trail in the community, however, because 
of lack of support from policy makers the proposal failed. With the addition of a new aquatic park the Tho-
mas County Coalition and other community members decided to conduct community meetings to inform 
the public of the need and vision of the Colby Walking Trails. After two community meetings a community 
member challenged Colby to match his $25,000 to go towards a walking trail. In less than a month’s time
the community had raised close to $113,000. A Walking Trails Committee was created to plan the phases 
and manage the implementation. Jarrod Spencer, healthy community’s coordinator for the Chronic Disease 
Risk Reduction Grant, has utilized technology to its full extent during the campaign through Facebook, text-
ing and GoldMail. A grand opening of the trail is scheduled for Oct. 8 in conjunction with a Healthy Lifestyle 
Expo. The community has truly let its voice be heard and will soon have a half mile cement trail that can be 
used in coordination with public health programs. Through the trail development process we will be able to 
apply for further funding towards future phases of the Thomas County trail and make Colby the Most Walk-
able Community in Kansas.  

In the Spotlight - Treece, Kansas: Removed from the Risk - a Town Relocated
by Bob Jurgens, Chief, Assessment and Restoration Section

Bureau of Environmental Remediation, Kansas Dept. of Health and Environment
Treece, Kansas was a small town of 120 residents located on the Oklaho-

ma state line in Cherokee County and is less than a mile from Picher, Oklaho-
ma. Treece and Picher were part of the greater Tri-State mining area covering 
parts of Kansas, Missouri and Oklahoma. This area was a heavy supplier of 
lead, zinc and iron ore from the late 1800s to mid 1960s. From 1908 through 
1930 area mines turned out a total of more than $222 million in zinc and $88 
million in lead, including more than 50 percent of the zinc and 45 percent of 
the lead needed in World War I. Unfortunately, many years of mining left this 
region with piles of ground up rock (chat) as high as a 10-story building and 

tailing ponds that are contaminated with lead, cadmium and zinc. 
Citizens of Picher were bought out and relocated over the last several years by the Oklahoma Depart-

ment of Environmental Quality, primarily using funds from the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). Citizens of Treece are also impacted by the same environment and have been taking part in 
a voluntary relocation project since Jan. 2010. EPA is providing $3.5 million to the Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment (KDHE) to fund the buyout of qualified occupants in the affected area. KDHE is 
providing a 10 percent match of $388,888. A governor-appointed five-member Treece Relocation Assis-
tance (TRA) Trust with the support of KDHE is managing the relocation efforts. EPA indicated the goal of 
the project is to remove the citizens of Treece from the area preventing another generation of exposure 
and hazards related to potential subsidence of mining. In addition, Treece lost much of the infrastructure 
they relied on as Picher, OK was relocated over the past several years.

Much of the exposure was from children playing in contaminated chat or people living in homes with 
impacted dust tracked in from outside. The dust can be breathed in or ingested when children put their 
hands or other dirt covered objects in their mouths. Children are more sensitive to the health effects of lead 
than adults. Fetuses exposed to lead in the womb, because their mothers have a lot of lead in their bodies, 
may be born prematurely and have lower weights at birth. Exposure in the womb, in infancy or in early 
childhood also may slow mental development and cause lower intelligence later in childhood. Lead expo-
sure can also cause other problems in adults, such as increases in blood pressure, anemia and impaired 
nervous system or kidney function. 

In April 2010 EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson stated that “Coping with this legacy of pollution has 
been an extraordinary challenge for this community. It's important that they have the support of their gov-
ernment and we're happy to be able to offer assistance as they relocate to a safer, healthier place. We 
hope this marks the beginning of a new chapter of health and prosperity for the families of Treece.”

Relocation efforts are expected to wrap up in 2012 with the demolition of all remaining homes and busi-
nesses. Current plans include seeding the resulting vacant land to native grasses and conversion into a 
wildlife area.


