
The State Office 

of Rural Health 

was established 

in 1989 as an 

integral part of 

the Office of Lo-

cal and Rural 

Health in the Kansas Department 

of Health and Environment. The 

State Office of Rural Health 

(SORH) serves rural communities 

by collecting and disseminating 

information: coordinating activities 

in the state that relate to rural 

health care: identifying federal, 

state, and non-governmental pro-

grams that support rural health 

initiatives: supporting  rural health 

policy development through col-

laboration and partnerships, and 

supporting the recruitment and 

retention of health professionals to 

serve rural areas of the state.  The 

SORH is one of five health  pro-

grams within the Office of Local 

and Rural Health. 

Kansas State Office 
of  Rural Health 

The Office of Rural Health administers the State 

Office of Rural Health grant (SORH), the Medicare 

Rural Hospital Flexibility (FLEX) grant program for 

critical access hospitals, and the Small Hospital 

Improvement Grant program (SHIP). The grants 

are federally funded through HRSA/ National Office 

of Rural Health Policy (ORHP) to provide access to 

care in rural Kansas. 

The State Office of Rural Health 

grant is to assist the State in 

strengthening rural health care 

delivery systems by maintaining 

a focal point for rural health 

within each State. The main ob-

jectives are to:  1. Establish and maintain a clear-

inghouse for collection and dissemination of infor-

mation regarding rural health. 2. Coordinate activi-

ties in the State that relate to rural health care. 3. 

Identify Federal, State, and nongovernmental pro-

grams regarding rural health, and provide techni-

cal assistance to public and nonprofit private enti-

ties regarding participation in such programs. 4. 

Encourage the recruitment and retention of health 

professionals in rural areas. 5. Participate in 

strengthening State, local, and Federal partner-

ships in rural health. 

The Medicare Rural Hospital Flexibility 

(FLEX) program is a federal initiative that 

provides funding to State Governments to 

strengthen rural health. The program is 

overseen by the Kansas Rural Health Op-

tions Project (KRHOP), a partnership of 

KDHE, the Kansas Hospital Association, 

the Kansas Board of Emergency Medical 

Services, and the Kansas Medical Society.  

The Small Hospital Improvement Program 

(SHIP) provides grant funding to rural hos-

pitals to help them in three different ca-

pacities. One is to pay for costs related to 

the implementation of prospective pay-

ment. The second is to help them comply 

with provisions of the Health Insurance 

Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA), 

and the third is to reduce medical errors 

and support quality improvement.  
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