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November 24, 2015 
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OPERATOR: This is Conference #42401635 
 
 Good morning.  My name is (Britney) and I will be your conference operator 

today.  At this time, I would like to welcome everyone to the Statewide 
Population Health Conference Call.   

 
 All lines have been placed on mute to prevent any background noise.  After 

the speakers’ remarks, there will be a question-and-answer session.  If you 
would like to ask a question during this time, simply press star then the 
number one on your telephone keypad.  If you would like to withdraw your 
question, press the pound key.  Thank you.   

  
 Ms. Cassie Sparks, you may begin your conference. 
 
Cassie Sparks: Hi, this is Cassie Starks with KDHE Communications.  I'll go ahead and start 

us off by turning it over to Charlie Hunt, the state epidemiologist. 
 
Charles Hunt: Thank you and good morning, everyone.  I have a few updates for you this 

morning.  The first one is, once again, just to provide a brief update on Ebola.  
There have been no new cases in Guinea since October 29, 2015.  As you all 
are probably aware, Sierra Leone was declared Ebola-free on November 7, 
2015, by the World Health Organization.  The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention had lowered its travel alert to level two, which was practice 
enhanced precautions just before then.  And then effective on November 10, 
2015, CDC changed its entry screening processes, and rather than advising 
travelers that they'll be under public health monitoring potentially, they are 
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advising travelers that they need to just monitor their own health for 21 days.  
Travelers from Sierra Leone are still being funneled through one of the five 
U.S. airports.  I suspect that will continue for some time but eventually that 
will stop as well.   

 
 I did request that CDC continue to send us notifications for travelers who are 

returning from Sierra Leone.  We, in turn, will pass that information on to 
local health departments.  It's not recommended that these travelers be under 
public health monitoring.  But the purpose of us notifying you all is so that 
you can make contact with the patient and reinforce the need for them to 
contact you if they become ill, and then you could help facilitate 
communications with the hospital to make sure that recommendations are 
being followed appropriately.  And so, we'll continue to keep an eye on that.   
And when the recommendations change from CDC that we can step down the 
public health role on that further, we will do so.   

 
 Next thing I'll just touch base on is seasonal influenza activity through the 

week ending November 14th has really been minimal.  We've reported no 
activity with respect to geographic spread to CDC for that week.  It's a little 
misleading because we certainly think that we are probably having informed 
activity here but the reports that we send to CDC is based on geographic 
spread, and we are just not seeing the evidence that there is a lot of geographic 
spread of influenza.  As you are aware that we update our surveillance on this, 
on influenza on a weekly basis, and those reports are due to us today.  And so, 
we will be updating our Web page shortly.   

 
 The next item I'd like to cover is our Avian Influenza Preparedness.  We have 

set up a Web page for Avian Influenza.  We've held a couple of webinars to 
provide information about the public health response plans to an Avian 
Influenza event here at Kansas.  The main difference going forward is that the 
public health responsibilities include public health monitoring of workers who 
are exposed to avian influenza either during normal operations or, you know, 
just being on a farm or for those workers who are serving as USDA 
contractors for depopulation activities.   
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 CDC and USDA have finalized their guidelines which were released on 
Friday of last week, which is actually after our webinars.  And so there are a 
couple of changes to the information we provided on our webinars.  First, 
CDC is requesting that we provide them weekly aggregate reports for persons 
who are under public health monitoring similar to what we've done for the 
Ebola monitoring reports.  And the other difference is that CDC is requesting 
that we provide interstate travel notifications.  So if we have an event in 
Kansas or if we have contractors who had responded to an event in another 
state and they are under public health monitoring, we will need to notify the 
other states that those persons are going to travel.   

 
 There are no travel restrictions.  But once again it's just a way for us to let the 

other state know that the worker is going to be in their state.  And if they 
become ill, and treated at a hospital, that the appropriate precautions can be 
taken at the hospital which include airborne infection isolation precautions 
and a number of other enhanced precautions.   

 
 We will update the information in our webinar and get that posted shortly.  

We're going to be recording that for you.   
 
 The next item is to just provide a summary of, what we’re calling (Outbreak 

Enhanced).  This is a program through CDC.  I mentioned this on the 
Population Health Call last month.  We got funding in our infectious disease 
cooperative agreements from CDC to decentralize and standardize 
investigation interviews for salmonella, Shiga toxin e-coli, and Listeria cases.  
And we've sent out information last week asking health departments to 
indicate whether they would like to opt-in to that program or not.  So for those 
of you who have responded, we appreciate that.  We're hoping to get all the 
responses wrapped up within the next week or so.  So if you have not 
responded, you'll probably be hearing from us so we can make our plans a 
little bit more final going forward.  But we're planning to hire a couple of 
interviewers here at the state who will be conducting those interviews for you.  
If you have any questions, please feel free to give myself or Sheri Tubach a 
call, and we'd be happy to discuss it with you further.   
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 And then finally, the last thing I'm going to talk about is just an update on 
EpiTrax.  As you know, we implemented EpiTrax in 2012, and we continue 
close partnership with the Utah Department of Health and the Southern 
Nevada Health District, which is the local health department in the Las Vegas 
area.  And those two jurisdictions were the ones that really developed what 
we're calling EpiTrax, or its also known as TriSano.  But they developed that 
application in the first place.  And so, we were the third jurisdiction to 
implement this surveillance system.  They've essentially been using the same 
application platform.  But, you know, each jurisdiction has made some 
changes to it and implemented some features that are unique to those 
individual jurisdictions. We've continued our collaboration with them through 
regular teleconferences and we conducted a few in-person meetings and work 
sessions primarily to share information about the various features, the work 
processes, and potential improvements in the application.   

 
 As part of those discussions, we've been planning a community version of the 

application.  So the goal is to adopt a common application that all of the 
jurisdictions that are using the system will be able to use.  And that has a lot of 
advantages and cost savings in development. 

 
 And so, we’re in the process of developing a time line for bringing on this 

new system.  We are in the process of prioritizing the desired features for the 
first release of the application which should be written in Java.  Our current 
version is written in a language called Ruby on Rails.  And so, the Java 
application or the Java language will provide some benefits for us.  But we'll 
be meeting with other consortium members, and we'll combine the various 
wishes for the features in it and then we'll make some decisions there.  Our 
plan is to have new versions be released every six months rather than more 
frequently as your expansion is right now.  And we're – we've been asking 
several local health department staff to be involved with testing of the beta 
version of the new application.   

 
 We are confident the system is going to have the same things, functionalities 

of the current version of EpiTrax plus the added features to improve work 
flow.  We hope that the system will be faster and will be more stable and will 
have some additional automated features such as electronic laboratory 
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reporting.  Right now, all those reports that come in have to be manually 
reviewed and processed.  And the new version will have more automation in 
that so the workload on our staff will be lighter and a little improved, the 
timeliness of getting the case records and investigations to you all. 

 
 And then finally the EpiTrax user survey that was conducted a few weeks ago, 

so thank you all who responded to the survey.  The recommendations that we 
received on that survey will be taken into consideration as we develop the list 
of features for Kansas, and we'll be using the results of the survey to develop 
the training plan for the new Java function as well.  So, once again, thank you 
for your participation in that survey. 

 
 That's all I have.  I'm going to turn things over to Greg Crawford who's going 

to discuss some new features in our Kansas Information for Communities 
system. 

 
Greg Crawford: Thank you, Charlie.  This will just be a real brief overview. For people who 

haven’t used Kansas Information for Communities, it is our web-based portal 
for doing data queries for birth, death, hospital discharge, pregnancy, and 
cancer.  And so, in the last couple of months, we have completed a rollout of 
the mapping feature of Kansas Information for Communities.  It will enable 
users of Kansas Information for Communities to prepare maps with quartiles 
and quintiles showing the geographic representation of rates and/or accounts 
depending on what the query is involving.  And that will involve both births 
and deaths.  And then eventually we hope to roll that out to hospital 
discharges and pregnancy and population at a later date.   

 
 So by doing maps, you are able to see how your rate compares to joining 

counties or other areas of the state.  Right now, it works exclusively for 
counties.  It's not something that was set up to work with the various public 
health preparedness regions.  In addition to doing quartiles and quintiles, it 
will enable you to compare your rate to that of the state.  There'll be a 
comparison map where the map will show all of the counties that are either 
higher than the state rate or lower than the state rate or not statistically 
different.  So it's a great way to see how your birth outcomes or your mortality 
rates compare. 
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 And in many instances as you look at it, you'll see that most counties are not 

that statistically different than the state rate for many of these causes of death 
or birth outcomes.  So, again, the KIC site is kic.kdheks.gov.  If people have 
individual questions, we're always available.  There's a link and the site and 
they can also e-mail me directly, gcrawford@kdheks.gov, and we'll be happy 
to walk people through on KIC.   

 
 Again, when you go to the main page for Kansas Information of 

Communities, in each of the modules that has a map feature as little maps 
down at the bottom now that they'll be able to click on and that will load the 
map information.  And we'll be happy to visit with groups and make webinars 
and presentations if they would like to do more on. 

 
Cassie Sparks: OK, great.  Thank you, Charlie and Greg.  Now I'll turn it over to Carman 

Allen with Preparedness. 
 
Carman Allen: Good morning, everyone.  Before I forget I want to wish everybody from our 

program a happy and safe Thanksgiving holiday this upcoming week.  And I 
have a few reminders.  I would like to remind everybody that there is 
increased security at the airport.  TSA is recommending that everyone arrive 
at least two hours prior to the departure time and also be aware of your 
surroundings.  If you see anything unusual or out of place, say something.   

 
 I would also like to remind everybody that if there are specific topics or 

questions for which your group desires information, please make a request 30 
days prior to facilitate rearranging our subject experts’ schedules so that they 
can be there to address those comments.  Without any pre-scheduling, staff 
that is normally assigned in attending meetings out in the state, will still be 
attending, and they will gather information and note any questions to bring 
back for subject matter expert response. 

 
 I'd like to update everybody on the upcoming scheduled PPE trainings.  At 

this time, we have PPE trainings with the Civil Support Team scheduled for 
Leavenworth on December 15th; Kansas City, Kansas on January 25th; 
Olathe, January 26th; Liberal, February 16th; Garden City, February 17; 
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Pittsburgh, March 8th; Parsons, March 9th; Chanute, March 10th; and 
Hutchinson, April 13th.   

 
 All of these are available for sign-up on the Kansas TRAIN network.   Login, 

I believe the login number is 1056977.  (Jake) had it here and ready for my 
assistance.   

 
 I don't have anything else at this time but I would like to turn it over to Laura 

Ross and then Tabatha Mallonee for a couple of updates. 
 
Laura Ross: Thank you, Carman.  This is Laura Ross and this update is for our public 

health partners.  Please take a moment to complete the (CRA) worksheet that 
was sent out in the previous preparedness update as well as to the 
administrators.  If you have any questions about that at all, please contact me 
at lross@kdheks.gov.  Thank you. 

 
Tabetha Mallonee: Good morning, everyone.  This is Tabetha.  Our quarterly documentation 

was due October 15.  Several folks submitted (FFRs) in Catalyst.  I just 
wanted to remind you that we needed to submit affidavit of expenditures to 
Kevin Shaughnessy or to preparedness@kdheks.gov.  And along with that, the 
Preparedness program is working on increasing our sub-recipient monitoring.  
So right now, we are requesting that you submit your expense supporting 
documentation to preparedness@kdheks.gov along with your affidavits.   

 
Cassie Sparks: Thank you ladies.  Now we have Jake Jackson with Community Health 

Systems and the Kansas TRAIN Update. 
 
Jacob Jackson: Good morning.  This will be for the Community Health Systems update that 

was passed on to me by Cristi Cain.  KDHE legal services has prepared a 
document about school inspections and the role of local health department.  
(Michelle Pompey at KOL) will be sending these out to all the administrators 
soon.  The local public health program is in the process of hiring a project 
manager for Catalyst who will also assist with Kansas TRAIN.  We hope this 
new person will be able to start before the first of the year.  

 
 Kansas Accreditation Readiness Project started last Thursday.  You do not 

need to commit to participate for a full year.  Next month we will be 

mailto:preparedness@kdheks.gov
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reviewing the main one which focuses on assessments related to population 
health and public health issues.  Please e-mail Katie with Wichita State if you 
would like more information about KARP.  Her e-mail address is 
katie.mahuron@wichita.edu.  Please mark your calendars, the 2016 
Governor’s Public Health Conference is scheduled for April 26th through 28th 
at the Wichita Marriott.   

 
 Here are some updates from Kansas TRAIN.  We want to let everybody know 

that the fourth quarter Regional Public Health Meetings will have three 
meetings in December, one in Beloit on December 2nd, one in Topeka on 
December 8, and one in Hutchinson on December 10th.  The meeting agenda 
includes leadership training by Sonja Armbruster, Director of Public Health 
Initiatives, and Seth Bate, the Director of Leadership Development 
Community or Center for Community Support Research.   

 
 Missty Lechner, the Advocacy Project Director from the American Heart and 

Stroke Association, will discuss Kansas Allegiance for Wellness Globalizing 
Communities to Support Healthy Local Foods.  You can register via Kansas 
TRAIN.  The course ID number is 1059355.  For more information, you can 
contact Teri Caudle at tcaudle@kdheks.gov.   

 
 We also have the Regional Preparedness Healthcare Coalition Meetings.  

They are all posted on Kansas TRAIN.  So you can go there and register for 
your region's meeting. 

 
 Updates on online courses that have been developed in accordance – working 

with the Preparedness Program, KDHE has just published the KDHE Strategic 
National Stockpile, SNS, Kansas CHEMPACK course.  And that course ID 
number is 1060191.   

 
 The Center for Disease Control and Prevention also has some Public Health 

101 Series that are available.  They include up to six different ones.  If you 
need information on which of those courses I can have them e-mailed to you 
at a later date.  The Project Preparedness course information will be shared 
through the preparedness program update and general public health training 
information through the public health connections.  If you have any questions, 
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you can e-mail us at kstrain@kdheks.gov or call 785-291-3457.  That's all I 
have. 

 
Cassie Sparks: Thank you, Jake.  Now we have Laurie Harrison with the Health Promotion 

updates. 
 
Laurie Harrison: Good morning, everyone. I am the Communications Coordinator for Health 

Promotion.  I'm subbing for Ginger Park today,  she is out.  I just want to let 
you know to mark your calendars for the Annual Chronic Disease Risk 
Reduction Program Summit.  It's the annual summit.  It happens most every 
January.  And it’s January 28 and 29, the final week of the month. That’s 
Thursday and Friday at the Kansas Cosmosphere in Hutchinson this year.   

 
 It's slightly different from last year as we re-titled it to be the Community 

Health Promotions Summit.  But it's basically the CDRR Summit.  And any 
organization that wants to submit an application for next year’s CDRR 
funding is required to attend.  We're excited this year that we’re bringing in 
Dr. Brian King, Deputy Director at CDC's Office of Smoking and Health.  He 
was the co-author of the latest U.S. Surgeon General's Report on Smoking and 
Health, the 50th Anniversary one that came out last year.  He was also the 
lead author of the Best Practices in Tobacco Control - Best Practices for 
Comprehensive Tobacco Control Programs from the CDC. 

 
 And the big focus this year will be on building momentum around the tobacco 

epidemic in Kansas reminding folks that it's still the number one preventable, 
cause of preventable disease and death in the state and the country.  We're 
trying to build momentum so you can take that to your communities and 
promote coalitions around tobacco. 

 
 So having said that, we're also going to have a session on everything you need 

to know about the RFP for the Chronic Disease Risk Reduction application.  
That will be due in March.  So if you have any questions, you can visit our 
web page or you contact Carol Cramer, myself, or any of your community 
health specialists.  Any of you on the call know who those are.  But, again, 
and the summit is January 28th and 29th.  We're going to have registration 
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information out in the next two weeks or so, and it's in Hutchinson this year.  
That's all I have. 

 
Cassie Sparks: Thank you, Laurie.  Now we have the communications update, December 1st 

is World AIDS Day.  So we will be putting out a news release about that, and 
we'll have some information on social media.  We will also have the Winter 
Weather Awareness and Cold Weather Safety Release coming out sometime 
in December.  And we will also have a release about vaccinating for influenza 
before the holidays since that is the biggest influx of influenza around the 
holidays.  And that is all we have for communications.  Does anyone in the 
room have anything additional that you forgot?   

 
 OK.  (Britney), I believe we are ready for questions from the participants. 
 
Operator: As a reminder, if you would like to ask a question, please press star then the 

number one on your telephone keypad.  Again, that is star and the number one 
on your telephone keypad.  We'll pause for just a moment to compile the 
Q&A roster. 

 
 And again, that is star and the number one on your telephone keypad to ask a 

question.   
 
 And there are no audio questions at this time. 
 
Cassie Sparks: OK, well, thank you everyone for joining the call, and have a happy 

Thanksgiving.  The next call is December 22nd at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Operator: And this does conclude today's call.  You may now disconnect. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

END 
 
 


