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KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 
 

Moderator: Miranda Steele 
December 17, 2013 

10:00 a.m. CT 
 
 

Operator: Good morning my name is (Alisha), and I will be your conference operator 

today.  At this time I would like to welcome everyone to the Monthly Public 

Health Conference Call. 

 

All lines have been placed on mute to prevent any background noise.  After 

the speakers’ remarks there will be a question and answer session.  If you 

would like to ask a question during this time, simply press star then the 

number one on your telephone keypad. 
 

 If you would like to withdraw your question, press the pound key.  Thank you.  

Ms. Steele, you may begin your conference. 
 

Miranda Steele: Thank you, (Alisha).  Good morning, everyone, and welcome to the 

December Statewide Population Health Call.  We’re so glad that you joined us 

today to receive updates from various KDHE bureaus and from the secretary’s 

office about what’s going on in here in Topeka regarding items that would 

impact our local health department, our hospitals clinics, and school nurses 

and other partners at the local level.   

 

So again welcome.  Today, we will have several speakers to give briefings.  

We’ll go through the agenda real quickly so you know what’s ahead for this 

morning.  
 

 (Dr. Moser) is going to try to make it on the call this morning as he is in a 

meeting.  If not, then I’ll provide updates on his behalf.  Then we’ll have (Dr. 
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(Farah) Ahmed) from the Bureau of Epidemiology and Public Health 

Informatics to give a couple of updates on blood lead screening and other 

items, and one of those I think is EpiTrax.  And then (Jane Shirley) from our 

bureau of community health systems, center for population health will provide 

a couple of updates.  And then I will go into a few communications items 

before turning it over to (Mindee Reece) and (Jamie Hemler) from the Bureau 

of Community Health Systems’ Preparedness Program to give updates to our 

preparedness grantees. 
 

 I am going to mention one thing now and then I’ll remind everybody at the 

end of the call again but I want to go ahead and note regarding these monthly 

calls we have now made the conference codes available on the Web site.  So 

while the number to call in does not change, the code does, as you probably 

well know.  We will still remind you of these numbers in the e-mails, but if 

you ever are concerned or just want to verify before you call in, feel free to 

check for the code on the website. 
 

 You can find the list of codes on the KDHE Web site where you look for the 

transcripts for these calls every month.  So that’s 

http://www.kdheks.gov/olrh/public_health_calls.htm, so you just always find 

it in the Office of Local Public Health Web pages.  At this time I’ll turn it over 

to (Dr. Ahmed) from our bureau of epidemiology and public health 

informatics. 
 

(Farah Ahmed) Thank you Miranda. I just wanted to thank all of the local health departments, 

Children’s Mercy Hospital, and the Kansas University Hospital poison control 

center staff who attended the EpiTrax training on November 12 for elevated 

blood lead investigators.  For those of you who missed the live training, it is 

now available on KSTRAIN. The course number is 1047905. Again that’s 

1047905.  The disease investigation guideline has also been created and it is 

available on the KDHE Web site.  If you are familiar with where the disease 

investigation guidelines are for infectious disease it’s in that same section.  

And all of the resources that would be needed for those minimum investigator 

responsibilities are included in the DIG. 
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 And just a reminder we are planning on routing elevated blood cases to local 

health departments via EpiTrax starting in January.  So if your local health 

department has not e-mailed me with the names or names of people who will 

need access to blood lead data in EpiTrax, please e-mail me.  It is 

fahmed@kdheks.gov.  That’s it. 
 

Miranda Steele: All right, thanks (Farah). (Farah) is our environmental health officer for those 

that aren’t familiar with her role here at the agency.  So again thanks (Farah) 

and next we’ll have (Jane Shirley) from Local Health. 
 

(Jane Shirley): Thank you Miranda.  One quick reminder to all of those who typically apply 

for grants in the Aid to Local grants process, and you know who you are, we 

plan to have all that application information section on our local public health 

webpage by January 15, which will come soon after the holidays as we all 

know.  I also want to announce on behalf of the primary care office that the 

National Health Service Corps expects to open the NurseCorps Loan 

Repayment program this was formerly the nursing education loan repayment 

program.  That application cycle should open in January. 
 

 To participate in this program the practice site does not have to be an 

approved National Health Service Corps Site.  The program enables dedicated 

registered nurses committed to caring for underserved people to serve in 

hospitals and clinics.  Those who are interested can Google “nurse corps 

program” – that’s corps, c-o-r-p-s, programs to learn more about the program, 

and sign up for e-mail notifications when the application cycle opens.   

 

And we will have that link in the transcript of this call.    Also a KHRIS notice 

will be sent out when the application cycle opens.  If you have any questions 

about any of this, the corps loan repayment program or the KHRIS system, 

feel free to send me an e-mail and I will help you sign up.  My e-mail is 

jshirley, jshirley@kdheks.gov, thank you Miranda. 

 

Miranda Steele: Thanks (Jane).  Now, this next topic was mentioned on last month’s call by 

Janet Neff in our Bureau of Environmental Health.  But I wanted to definitely 

at this point in time remind everybody about Radon Action Month, which is 

coming up in January.   



KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 
Moderator: Miranda Steele 

12-17-13/10:00 a.m. CT 
Confirmation # 88588811 

Page 4 

 

This Friday, December 20, Dr. (Moser), the secretary and state health officer, 

along with the KDHE Communications Office, will be with Governor 

Brownback, to participate in a press conference to announce that January will 

be Radon Action Month.   

 

And there’s many other activities surrounding this observance.  For instance 

we have partners at the local level bringing awareness to radon. To our local 

health departments, thank you for those who have agreed to distribute Radon 

test kits to residents in your communities. 
 

 And it’s been a week since I got the last update from the bureau but I think the 

number stood around 70, 70 counties.  That had signed up to help distribute 

test kits, maybe more at this point in time.  But if you are a participating local 

health department or local health entity helping execute distribute the Radon 

test kits thank you very much.   

 

And for those of you who want to join in on that effort, you can send me an e-

mail, and I’ll get you in touch with the right person.  And so we’re looking 

forward to that, to bring awareness about Radon.  And then this Wednesday 

on the 18th of December is the next KanCare advisory council meeting.  And 

the members of this council serve to, of course as the name suggests, advise 

the administration on KanCare operations. 
 

 The first set of council members have served their term and some have 

remained, and we’ve added a few a few more council members.  And so if 

you want to know who is represented on the KanCare advisory council you 

can see that list at the KanCare Web site.  And so that’s KanCare.ks.gov. 

There are so two workgroups with external stakeholders, in addition advisory 

council.   

 

And so the council on Wednesday will be receiving updates from the three 

managed care organizations, and of course from KDHE and from KDADS.  

And then they’ll definitely be looking at some of the pressing topics right 

now, those being the inclusion of waiver services for long term services and 

supports for the IDD population, and the enrollment for those members who 
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joined KanCare in January of 2013. KanCare members who joined January 1st 

when we launched the program are having their open enrollment right now.  

This is when they get to look at all of the details surrounding the services for 

the three MCOs and decide if they want to stay with their health plan 

depending on whether they like the services they have.  

 

They can certainly keep that plan and nothing changes; meaning, they don’t 

have to let the state know that they’re staying with their current health plans.  

But if they want to switch health plans, choose one of the other two, then 

there’s a phone number in the packets they have in the mail.  And they can 

call and make that change for the coming year. 
 

 So those are the things going on with KanCare right now. We are awaiting 

decisions from the centers for Medicare and Medicaid services on the section 

1115 waiver amendment.  So all of that is coming up at the end of this year, 

just in a few weeks. Now I wanted to let everyone know, if they’re not aware, 

of a series of videos that the KDHE communications office publishes to 

YouTube. It’s called the KDHE Dispatch. 

 

This series provides videos on a variety of topics with different program staff 

across the agency just to give everyone within the agency across KDHE, as 

well as our external partners, just a glimpse into what goes on at KDHE, with 

certain programs.  We try to make that as timely as possible. 
 

 So this week we have a Dispatch video coming out on the topic of food borne 

illness.  And our food borne illness epidemiologist Lindsey Web is the guest 

for that episode.  And with the holidays here we just want to remind everyone 

about safe food handling.  And then the last thing I have from the 

communications office is, I know that our bureau of health promotion and 

external partners, American Cancer Society, Kansas Health Foundation, and 

others are anticipating the January report from the surgeon general’s office.  

So this would be the 50th anniversary of the surgeon general’s report on 

smoking and tobacco use. 
 

 So that’s coming up in January. I don’t have a date yet but that’s right around 

the corner.  And I just wanted to make everyone aware of that so you’re in the 
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loop.  What I’ll do now is I’ll turn it over to (Mindee Reece) and then, 

afterward, provide Dr. Moser’s updates if he is not out of his meeting.   
 

Mindee Reece: Well good morning everyone. It’s nice to be on the phone with all of you 

today.  I think you probably have heard that David Meek resigned his position 

as director of the preparedness program, so I am back like a bad penny back 

working with the preparedness staff and the partners, and always enthused 

about doing so.  The first update I wanted to give you this morning is about 

something hot off the presses.   

 

I am sure many of you are familiar with a national organization called Trust 

for America’s Health.  Each year they put out a sort of grade card for each 

state as far as their levels of preparedness.  The indicators change from every 

yea,r so our score has gone up and down from year to year. 
 

 The highest score we’ve ever received is a nine and the lowest score we’ve 

ever received is a three.  This year they actually changed the scope of the 

report from public health preparedness to focus specifically on disease 

outbreaks; Protecting Americans from Infectious Diseases.  This information 

was embargoed until 9:00 a.m. our time.   

 

And so we haven’t actually put anything out to all of you so this is what I 

would imagine would be new information.  Of the scores 1 through 10, 

Kansas received a four of 10 this year.  The highest scores were seven out of 

10 and eight states received that.  And the lowest scores were two out of ten 

and three states including Nebraska received a two out of ten score.  As I’ve 

mentioned all of the indicators this year focused specifically on infectious 

disease. 
 

 Of the 10 indicators, we did not receive credit for six.  Those are “Increase or 

maintain the level of funding for public health services from fiscal year 11-12 

to fiscal year 12-13”.  And as most of you know, funding in all levels of 

government support from the state tend to decline year to year based on just 

the economic climate, so we did not receive a point for that.  The second 

indicator we did not receive a point for is “Met the health and human services 
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goal of vaccinating at least 90 percent of 19 to 35 month old against whopping 

cough”.   

 

The third indicator is “Requires the HPV vaccine for teens or funds HPV 

vaccination efforts or educates the public about HPV vaccine”, and 

interestingly on this we did not get the point.  But that we do have funding 

through the Early Detection Works direct in cervical cancer screening 

program for HPV testing but it’s for women ages 40 to 64.  So that grant 

specifically targets an age group that doesn’t correlate with the indicator.  So I 

think that’s kind of interesting to note the fourth indicator is “The state 

vaccinated at least half of their population ages six months and older for the 

seasonal flu for the fall of 2012 through the spring of 2013”. 
 

 And based on the information available from the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention flu vax view, Kansas fared at a score of 40.7 percent or 

vaccinated 40.7 percent of our state’s population where the indicator was 50 

percent, so we are below that but I think we’re making good effort.   

 

But this next indicator is that the state has a complete climate change 

adaptation plan that includes focusing on the impact of human health and we 

do not meet that indicator.  The sixth is that “The state mandates that 

healthcare facilities in the state report healthcare associated infections”.  And 

we don’t mandate that so we did not receive a point on that indicator.  Most 

facilities do report without a mandate.  So that information is actually widely 

available and readily available, it’s just not a mandate.  So therefore Kansas 

did not receive a point on that indicator.   

 

The good news is that for the last four indicators we did receive a point for all 

of them.  The first one is that “Public health laboratory reports having a plan 

and capability to handle a significant surge in testing over a six to eight week 

period in response to an outbreak that increases testing over 300 percent”.  

Based on capacity increases in 2009 related to H1NI, those have been 

sustained to the point that we do have the capability in the laboratory to meet 

that indicator.   
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Number eight is that “Public health lab reports have the capacity in place to 

assure the timely transportation of samples 24/7 365 to the appropriate public 

health LRN reference laboratory”.  And those of you that have been around a 

while know that we had a fully funded courier system in place for a while, 

while we still have that courier system available to provide that transportation 

as needed.  We just have to pay as we go, so we did get a point on that 

indicator.   

 

Number nine is that “The public health laboratory evaluated the functionality 

of the COOP plan between July 1, 2012 and June 2013”.  And it was 

evaluated during that time frame, so we did receive that point, the last one is 

that the state covers routine HIV screening under their Medicaid programs and 

we did receive a point to that indicator. 
 

 Like I noted, we’re not alone in receiving a somewhat low score on this set of 

indicators with the highs being seven out of ten and the lows being two out of 

ten.   

 

And in Kansas we do have a strong epidemiology program that works closely 

in collaboration with the preparedness program.  So we feel that despite the 

points, we’re doing well.  If you would like to see the exact information I am 

going to give you, a website is now fully accessible by the public.  It is 

www.healthyamericans.org. 

 

So feel free to take a look if any of you have questions feel free to contact me.  

I think probably everyone knows how to do that since I’ve been here for 900 

years. 
 

 So we will move on to Jamie who’s going to give you some additional 

preparedness updates this morning. 
 

Jamie Hemler: Thanks Mindee.  I only have a couple of quick updates for you.  Kansas has 

scheduled its annual joint HPP-PHEP site visit and State Technical Assistance 

Review the week of January 27th through the 31st.  The next statewide 

population health call takes place during that week so Anthony our CDC 

project officer has expressed an interest in sitting in on that call.  So he along 
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with Jean-Pierre DeBarros from the Hospital Preparedness Program will 

probably be with us.   

 

Also, the National Healthcare Coalition Preparedness Conference took place 

last week in New Orleans.  Emily Farley went from our program along with 

30 other representatives from Kansas so our state was pretty well represented 

there. 
 

 The conference brought in attendees from local, regional, and state 

organizations and also from different countries.  It was an opportunity for 

stakeholders to share essential best practices and any lessons learned to assist 

with capability building and enhancing their coalition.  Steve Hoeger, Liz 

Ticer, and Cary Gerst from the Kansas City Healthcare Coalition gave a 

presentation on urban and rural healthcare coalitions in which they highlighted 

the collaboration that takes place between state lines and how their coalition 

has been able to be successful in preparedness activities.  And as I understand 

it they got some pretty good praise on their presentation and the work that 

they’re doing there. 
 

 Immediate that availability was asked about during this conference.  Dr. 

Marcozzi clarified that the immediate bed availability requirement is placed 

on the healthcare coalition.  And they are to be at 20 percent acute bed 

availability in the event of a disaster.  This requirement is not placed on the 

community hospital level.  
 

Miranda Steele: OK, all right thanks Mindee and Jamie for the preparedness update.  So I think 

Dr. Moser is still tied up in his morning meeting so I’ll go ahead and run 

through a couple of things that he wanted to make sure you guys were aware 

of.  First is from the attorney general’s office - they have as you might know a 

human trafficking unit.  Another observance for January is human trafficking 

awareness month.  And what the attorney general’s office doing is they are 

going to be distributing posters across the state.  So that different businesses 

and organizations can display the posters, and the posters contain information 

about what to look out for in helping identify human trafficking. 
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 The attorney general’s office will be using those addresses for hospitals or the 

health department clinics to mail you a poster; the addresses are already 

publically available for different health facilities across the state. And when 

you receive this poster, it will be ready to put up on the wall or put up on a 

bulletin board, and so if you can do that that would be most helpful.  If you 

have any questions about that let me know and I can get you in touch with the 

right person at the attorney general’s office.   

 

But I think the timeline for those posters to be distributed is after the new 

year, so right now they’re still collecting all of the addresses and getting all 

the labels together to make that distribution.  So again, the posters for human 

trafficking awareness month will be sent out after the new year. 
 

 The next topic is new born screening and this concerns hospitals and the 

KDHE health and environmental laboratory here in Topeka.  And some 

coverage that the new born screening programs across the nation received out 

of Milwaukee, so it’s the Milwaukee journal Sentinel - I believe that’s the 

name of the publication in Milwaukee.  Reporters from that newspaper wrote 

a series of stories on newborn screening transit times, from the hospitals to the 

state labs.  So that was their main focus with the transit times.  Their reporting 

didn’t focus on what happens to the samples and the testing once that begins 

to occur at the state lab. 
 

 And what they tried to do was get information from every state that would 

identify hospitals, and their average transit times.  So over a year’s timeframe 

they were looking at would be the average transit time for the hospitals in 

every state.  And I think only 30 states provided hospital-level information as 

it pertains to transit times.  Kansas was not one of those states that provided 

the hospital level data, but we do have that data available on the transit times 

but just without identifying hospitals.  And so when we make that information 

available to the reporter who inquired they didn’t want to use that in their 

reporting, only if we were to provide the hospital name which again we did 

not. 
 

 So the coverage that newborn screening received from that series of stories 

was I think helpful, as there were some national organizations and of course at 
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every state level everyone was made aware of the importance.  Or reminded, I 

should say, of the importance to get newborn screening specimens in as soon 

as possible within a day or two of the blood being drawn.   

 

So with that information here at the state level.  Not only at the Kansas health 

and environmental laboratories but also within our bureau of family health, 

which has the follow-up program, to let hospitals know about any abnormal 

results from that screening. 

 

 And we already had plans to look at a quality improvement project around the 

entire newborn screening program not just the transit time from hospitals to 

the labs but the whole gamut of services. 
 

 So this is certainly a part of a broader effort at KDHE to look at quality 

improvement across all programs.  There might be some other articles that 

appeared within the Kansas news media outlet.  If you have any questions on 

that give me a call and I can give you a more detailed briefing. 
 

 The next thing I wanted to mention on behalf of Dr. (Moser) is that our new 

laboratory information management system is now live. You might remember 

(Lori Boline) from our health lab who joined this call a month or two ago to 

brief out on the upcoming launch of our new laboratory information 

management system.  This new system will improve the customer interface 

between the local partners and the lab, and then of course increase automation 

in that processing, so that we’re all able to get information in a more timely 

fashion.  So LIMS is live. 
 

 And then the last thing I’ll say before we go to the question and answer 

session is that for those of you who don’t know and aren’t tracking it on the 

Web.  Either at KDHE’s Web site or the CDC’s Web site, currently the 

influenza activity in our state is at the localized level.  And I appreciate all of 

you guys for what you’re doing to remind Kansans to get their annual 

vaccines.  So (Alisha), operator I think we can go ahead and open the line for 

any questions we have from our callers today. 
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Operator: If you would like to ask a question, please press star and then number one on 

your telephone keypad at this time.  We have a question from the line of Julia 

Hulsey.   
 

Miranda Steele: Hi, Julia. 
 

Operator: Julia your line is open if you’re on the speakerphone please pick up the 

handsets. 
 

Julia Hulsey: I am fine I just had it on mute.  Do we have the new infectious disease policies 

out yet that (Charlie Hunt) was working on? 
 

Farah Ahmed: Are you talking, are you referring to the new regulations for occupational 

exposure? 
 

Julia Hulsey: Yes, do we have them available? 
 

Farah Ahmed: No those, those are still in the process of being reviewed internally and with 

outside stakeholders.  And then it’s got to go through a process of being put 

out for public hearing or the public commentary.  But no it has not been, it has 

not been made available for public comment yet. 
 

Julia Hulsey: OK thanks so much. 
 

Operator: You have a question from Sharon Haug.   
 

Sharon Haug: Yes could you repeat the e-mail address of the person to notify about the local 

health department contact person for blood lead level.  Elevated blood lead 

levels. 
 

Farah Ahmed Sure, that’s me again my name is (Farah Ahmed) so the e-mail address is F 

it’s F, like Frank, A-H-M-E-D, so M as in mother, E, D as in Dog @ K-D-H-

E-K-S.gov, so Kansas department of health and environment, KS, for Kansas, 

dot gov.  And the e-mail address will be included in the minutes for this call 

as well. 
 

Sharon Haug: OK thanks. 
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Operator: Once again if you have a question please press star then the number one.  And 

there are no questions. 
 

Miranda Steele: OK.  Well, those were good questions.  Thanks for those who are on the line 

today, I appreciate your attendance.  And we will look forward to having you 

at the next monthly population health call which is scheduled for January the 

28, 2014.   

 

If you have any questions after, after today’s call about anything we discussed 

here, feel free to respond to anybody who sent you the e-mail about this call 

so whether that’s myself or (Pat Behnke) from the local public health 

program, or any of the speakers who were here this morning.   

 

So many ways to get in touch with us.  We hope that you have a great day and 

a wonderful holiday season.  Thank you again. 
 

Operator: Thank you this concludes today’s conference call.  You may now disconnect. 

 

END 
 


