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POLICY:  It is the policy of the _______ County Health Department that participation in a research study is voluntary. Research undertaken should not adversely affect the physical, social and/or psychological well being of the participants, and be utilized to improve health status for citizens of _______ County as well as Kansas.

PURPOSE:  To protect the health and integrity, including participants’ rights, privacy, anonymity and confidentiality, and informed consent of any participant in local health department research study. 

PROCEDURES:
1. All inquiries for permission to conduct health research studies in the county should be directed to the Health Director.
2. A written request and research proposal should be submitted to the Health Director.
3. A meeting to discuss details of the research study will be scheduled between all parties.
4. A detailed research proposal and written IRB proposal should be placed on file at the Health Department prior to the study beginning.
5. Responsibilities:
a. The Health Director will approve local health studies involving county participants when relevant
b. The academic institution or any other outside agency will develop a research proposal detailing the study objectives, procedures, and proposed outcomes. 
c. The academic institution or outside agency will obtain and submit written IRB approval prior to the study, and a copy must accompany the research proposal submitted to the Health Department.
d. The Health Director will appoint a member of the management team to serve as liaison to the research study.

