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The duties of the Local Health Officer are authorized by state law, (K.S.A. 65-202) local resolution and ordinances and are under the direction of the Board of Health.  The Health Officer works cooperatively with the Medical Consultant to assure the public’s health.  The responsibilities of the Health Officer include the following:

1. Enforce compliance with pertinent local and state statues to assure protection of the health of the public.

2. Assure appropriate, mandated reporting of diseases.

3. Establish an active surveillance program for communicable diseases and other health concerns assuring timely investigation, collection of data, and implementation of appropriate epidemiological interventions.

4. Establish health policy and issue public statements about the public’s health.

5. Educate citizens, physicians, other health care providers and governing bodies regarding public health concerns, threats and recommended interventions.
6. Assure timely and appropriate response to public health emergencies.

7. Work cooperatively with the Kansas Department of Health and Environment to assure effective communication, planning, and interventions to protect the health of all Kansans.

8. Assess and monitor public health needs and changes in the health care system and establish and integrate appropriate public health programs and population-focused prevention into the community’s total health care system.

