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Policy:    ____ County Health Department WILL ATTEMPT TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF Communicable Disease by providing appropriate reporting, education, surveillance, treatment, and follow up.  All state laws K.S.A. 65-118, 65-128 and 65-6001 through 65-6007; and by K.A.R. 28-1-2 and 28-1-18 and all current recommendations of the Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) and CDC guidelines pertinent to the control of Communicable Disease will follow. 
Purpose:
1. Communicable Disease investigation is to identify Communicable Disease case associated with a re-ported incident and determines a common source.
2. Prevent further cases of illness of contamination

3. Provide adequate education

4. To set standards for Communicable Disease control activities at ____ County Health Department.

Procedures:

1. Health care providers are required to notify KDHE within 7 days, unless otherwise specified regarding patients with suspected or confirmed reportable diseases.  

2. To report a suspected or confirmed reportable disease to KDHE’s  Disease Reporting for Health Professionals at http://www.kdheks.gov/epi/disease_reporting.html#forms 
a. Contact Information:
(1) Immediate (within 4 hours) telephone reports, when required, should be made to KDHE at: 877-427-7317.

            (2)  Local Health Department should fax laboratory reports to KDHE at: 877-427-7318


(3)  Other reports of reportable disease should be entered into the Kansas Electronic Surveillance System (KS-EDSS) by Local Health Department


(4)   Supplemental information gathered by Local Health Department should be entered into KS-EDSS

Definitions
Communicable Disease:  An illness due to a specific contagious agent or its toxic products that arises through transmission of that agent or its products from an infected person, animal, or indirectly through an intermediate plant or animal host, vector, or the inanimate environment.

Outbreak:  A public health emergency that requires rapid but careful and systematic approach to identify the source(s) of the outbreak and prevent further human illness.

Contact:  A person or animal that has been I such association with an infected person or animal or a contaminated environment as to have had an opportunity to acquire the infection.

Suspected Act of Bioterrorism:  Any health care provider suspecting even a single case of a disease caused by a bioterrorism agent should immediately contact KDHE at 877-427-7317. The list of potential bioterrorism agents includes: anthrax, botulism, brucellosis, plague, tularemia, Q fever (Coxiella burnetii), smallpox, viral hemorrhagic fever, and "any other infectious or toxic agent that can be intentionally dispersed in the environment."


