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I. Attendance Summary 
Key stakeholders from across the state were invited to participate in a series of regional public health meetings 
to discuss connecting local community health assessments and improvement plans with Healthy Kansans 2020 
(HK 2020), the state health assessment and improvement plan. Attendance from a cross-section of community 
agencies and organizations with involvement in leading/participating in community health assessment and 
improvement planning efforts was highly encouraged. The attendance summary from the Northwest Regional 
Meeting held in Oakley, Kansas, on May 15 is provided below. 
 
17 attendees  
• Local Health Departments: Cheyenne, Gove, Logan, Rawlins, Thomas 
• Kansas Department of Agriculture 
• Northwest Kansas Council on Substance Abuse, Inc. 
• Thomas County Coalition 
• The Bank of Northwest Kansas 
• Unified School District #274 
• Logan County Commissioner 
• West Central Public Health Initiative 
• Kansas Department of Health and Environment  

 
II. Local Objectives/Strategies   

Meeting attendees were asked to identify and briefly describe at least one local objective/strategy that their 
community is currently working to develop and/or implement.  For each objective/strategy attendees were 
asked to complete a series of questions, answers are summarized below.  Attendees at the Northwest Regional 
Meeting shared a total of 14 objectives/strategies.   
 

Does this local Objective/Strategy align with a HK2020 Strategy? 

HK2020 Priority Strategies 
Healthy Living-1 7 
Healthy Living-2 1 
Healthy Communities-1 2 
Access to Services-1 1 
Access to Services-2 1 
HK2020 Other Strategies 
Healthy Living-3 1 
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Healthy Living-4 1 
Healthy Communities-2 4 
Healthy Communities-3 0 
Access to Services-3 0 
Does not fit in any of the identified statewide strategies 0 

Is this Objective/Strategy identified in CHA/CHIP? 
 

We have not completed a CHA/CHIP 3 
Yes, it was identified in the CHA/CHIP 4 
This need was identified in another process 8 
No. CHA completed, but this strategy was not identified as a priority 1 

Work on this Objective/Strategy is: 
 

In planning stages of development 9 
In the first 0-6 months of implementation 2 
>6 months of implementation 3 

 
III. Round Table/Report Out Discussion   

Attendees participated in a series of round table exercises to discuss the successes (What is working?) and 
challenges (What barriers have you encountered?) to addressing each of the shared objectives/strategies.  A 
summary of the round table discussions is provided below. (Numbers show the frequency that an item was 
mentioned; no number indicates the item was mentioned once.) 
 
What is working? 
Collaboration/networking (5) Partnership with Colby Public Schools and Sacred Heart 
Community buy-in (3) County Commissioner asked Coalition to work on this 
Volunteer base Kids loved it 
Communication Garden is being used 
Partnership with private business Genesis food bank 
Willingness to be creative Previous success with a different population (can transition) 
Existing facility that has expansion potential Expansion of one project into another by empowering “new” members 
Existing establishment  

 

What barriers are you encountering in getting started or making progress?   
Volunteer help (5) Sustainability 
Funding (4) Unknown reaction to participation 
Limited time (3) Thinking too big 
Staffing (3) Local youth groups/elderly- mentors (senior center) 
Limited space Need more land for garden 
Lack of connections Early stages of work sometimes can’t see the barriers 
Acquiring vendors Awareness by the target audience 
Developing policies Sector divisions - lack of existing collaboration 
Lack of communication  

 

IV. Local Issues Not Addressed by HK2020 
Attendees were asked to identify public health issues not included in the state plan which are of interest at the 
local level.  A summary of issues is provided below. 
 
Which areas are not being addressed?   
Worksite Wellness  Driving to work 
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Edible landscaping              Work Well Kansas – difficult to get to trainings in a distant location  
Meet needs of and at low income housing Transportation 
Access to services Telehealth 
Cultural (regional) institutionalized feelings, 
ingrained preconceptions 

Limitations of choices (fresh foods, facilities, connectors) 

Mental health significant need (behavioral 
health not reimbursable outside mental 
health center) 

Early childhood and youth mental health 
 

School health services  
 

 


