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Action 12 of the Surgeon General ’ s Call to Action to Support Breastfeeding calls for increased 
availability of donated human milk. Human milk is especially important for premature infants 
and may be the single most significant factor in getting them home.  Human milk can be especially important for    
infants in newborn intensive care units unable to receive their own mothers ’  milk.  When the infant ’ s own 
mother ’ s milk is not available, donor human milk is the next best option to ensure health. Breastmilk helps prevent 
necrotizing enterocolitis, a decay of intestinal tissue which is potentially fatal to premature infants. 

A donor milk bank is a not-for-profit service established to collect, screen, process and distribute donated human 
milk.  The Human Milk Bank Association of North America ( HMBANA )  was started in 1985 to set standards for 
and to facilitate the establishment and operation of milk banks in North American. There are 13 HMBANA member 
milk banks that provide donor human milk. In 2011 the milk banks dispensed 1,182,916 ounces of breastmilk to thirty
-nine U.S. states and three Canadian provinces. 

Donations of human milk are received from lactating women who have more breastmilk than needed by their infant.  
Milk is received from mothers in the U.S., Canada and Mexico. Donors are screened through telephone interviews 
and written application and required blood work. Donors are tested for exposure to viruses including HIV, hepatitis 
and cytomegalovirus. In addition to milk banks, milk depots have been set up in several cities to assist with the col-
lection of human milk. Mothers are screened at no cost at the milk depots and may drop frozen milk easily at the  
depot. The milk is then shipped to an area milk bank for processing. 

Donated milk from several donors is pooled at the milk bank and is heat-treated ( p asteurized)  to kill any bacteria 
or viruses. Milk is then retested, refrozen and shipped overnight to hospitals or individuals in need. Milk is dispensed 
by physician prescription or hospital purchase order only.  A fee is charged to cover the expense of collecting, pas-
teurizing, and dispensing the milk. 

Demands for human milk are increasing as the evidence of the benefits of this milk to premature infants and others 
builds.  Anyone can help assure that those in need receive these benefits. Even if you are not lactating you can 
spread the word to lactating mothers, participate in fundraisers, or if you live near a milk bank or milk depot volun-
teer. 

 

The Kansas City Metro area now has a milk bank.  St. Luke ’ s Hospital of Kansas City has opened the Heart of 
America Mothers ’  Milk Bank. This milk bank is the 13th member of the Human Milk Banking Association of North 
American ( HMBANA. ) HMBANA promotes and supports safe, ethical, and cost effective methods of collecting and 
processing donor milk. To donate mother ’ s milk to this milk bank call 816-932-4888 or email at                       
kcmilkbank@saint-lukes.org.  Women accepted to donate milk in the Kansas City area can easily drop their dona-
tions at St. Luke ’ s. 

Donating human milk in the Wichita area has now become much easier.  Via Christi opened a Milk Bank Depot in 
October. The Milk Bank Depot will support the Mothers' Milk Bank of Colorado, helping facilitate milk donations. 
Breast milk is an important medication in many NICUs across the nation and Via Christi is proud to be part of this life 
saving process!  If you have questions about the Milk Bank Depot feel free to call Via Christi's Lactation Department 
at 316-689-5426.  

 
Milk Banks and Donated Human Milk 

mailto:kcmilkbank@saint-lukes.org�


Page 2  November 2012  Nutrition and WIC Services Breastfeeding E-News                                   Volume 1 Issue 7 
For more information contact:    Martha Hagen, MS,RD,LD,IBCLC, KS Breastfeeding Coordinator 

   mhagen@kdheks.gov  785-291-3161  
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. If you feel you have been discriminated against because of race, color, national origin, sex, 
age, or disability, write to the Secretary of Agriculture, USDA, Washington, DC. 

 
In the News 

 Currently more than 10% of preschoolers in the U.S. are obese and effective strategies that target 
pregnancy, infancy, and toddlers are urgently needed to stop the progression of the childhood    
obesity epidemic, as proposed in an article in Childhood Obesity, a peer-reviewed journal from Mary 
Ann Liebert, Inc., publishers. The article is available free online ahead of print on the Childhood 
Obesity website. Read the press release. 

 
 Infant weight Gain: Is It the Bottle or What ’ s In It?  Read the article here.  
 
 Moms worry that exercise might affect their breastmilk—changing the taste or affecting the baby ’ s 

weights gain. This article looked at four studies about exercise and breastmilk and determined that 
while the research is sparse there appears to be no negative effects.  Read more here.  

 
 

Thought for the Day 
"People need to understand that when they ’ re deciding between breastmilk and formula, they ’ re not 
deciding between Coke and Pepsi...They ’ re choosing between a live, pure substance and a dead   
substance made with the cheapest oils available. ”  Chele Marmet 

Resources 
Clinical Lactation is a peer-reviewed journal summarizing recent advances in clinical care in the field of 
human lactation, and is the official journal of the United States Lactation Consultant Association. The 
electronic publication version is now available free. The latest edition is available to read here. 

 
La Leche League of Kansas is offering a breastfeeding continuing education program  
Friday, March 8, 2013 at the Meridian Center in Newton, Kansas.  Christina M. Smillie, 
MD,FAAP,IBCLC,FABM will present on milk production enhancement, slow weight gain solutions, and 
laid-back breastfeeding for natural latch-on.  Download the brochure and register after 12/1/12 at  
KansasLLL.org 

 
Some states pay for donor breastmilk for infants covered by Medicaid, however most do not. Even fewer 
insurance companies pay for donor milk. Processed human milk costs more than formula—about $4.50 per 
ounce but premature infants fed breastmilk are less sick and go home from the hospital sooner.   
A 2003 study published in the Journal of Perinatology determined that every dollar spent on donor milk for 
premature infants can yield $11 to $37 in cost savings, because those infants require less medical treat-
ment. Help make donor milk affordable and accessible.  The president of HMBANA suggests: 
 Ask your employer or insurer to provide coverage for donor milk. 
 Spread the word. Talk to your medical providers about donor milk. 
 Support the U.S. Breastfeeding Committee in helping shape federal policy on donor milk programs.  

Is Breastmilk Covered by Health Insurance?  Not Often... 
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