For additional information, contact:

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Region 7, WWPD

Watershed Planning and Implementation Branch
901 N. 5™ Street

Kansas City, KS 66101

Phone No. 1-800-223-0425

Website: www.epa.gov/region7/wetlands

Kathleen Mulder, U.S. EPA Region 7

Life Scientist

Kansas Section 404/ Wetlands Prog. Coordinator
Phone No. 913-551-7542

E-mail: mulder.kathy@epa.gov

Carl Stevens, U.S. EPA Region 7
Outreach/Education Coordinator
Phone No. 913-551-7569
E-mail:stevens.carl@epa.gov
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Who is Protecting Our Water and Wetlands?

Several federal and state agencies are responsible for
protecting water and wetlands in the United States.
In Kansas these agencies include:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers(Corps),

U.S. Dept. of Agriculture (USDA),

Kansas Dept. of Health and Environment (KDHE),
Kansas Dept. of Wildlife and Parks (KDWP),
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS),
Kansas Water Office,

Kansas Dept. of Agriculture (KDA),
Kansas Div. of Water Resources (KDWR),
and
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) requires that
anyone placing dredged or fill material into waters of the
United States, including wetlands, must first obtain a
permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps).
Permits and other aspects of the program are jointly
administered by the Corps and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency in partnership with state and local
governments.

If you make any modification to a waterbody, or to an

area that might be a wetland, you may need a permit

or certification from one or more agencies, depending
upon the intended activity and the type of the area
involved. There may be laws other than the Clean

Water Act or regulations which apply for individual
situations. We recommend consulting with state,
county and local agencies to determine if there are

additional requirements.

Waters of the U.S. may include the following:
Lakes
Streams
Rivers
Sloughs
Wetlands
Other

What are Wetlands?

Wetlands are areas that are saturated, flooded or
ponded for varying periods of time during the
growing season. Wetland vegetation and soils may
be different from that of surrounding non-
wetlands, due to the effects of water. Wetlands are
classified according to the amount of water,
geographical location, type of vegetation, and other
factors. Some of the types in Kansas are known as

marshes, sloughs, and fens.

Benefits of Wetlands
*Provide habitat for fish and wildlife

*Improve water quality and protect related water
resources
*Provide flood protection

*Buffer shorelines against erosion
*Provide areas of recreation
Benefits of Streams and Their Vegetative Borders
*Supply drinking water
*Improve and protect surface water quality
*Provide habitat for fish and wildlife
*Provide recreation: fishing, boating and swimming
Why Be Concerned About Wetlands?

Wetlands are very important to all of us. However,
they have disappeared at an alarming rate. A large
percentage of wetlands have been drained, filled and
converted for agricultural production and urban
development. It has been estimated that about 48% of
Kansas wetlands have been lost. Approximately 57%
of threatened and endangered species are found in
aquatic habitats.

Once a wetland is destroyed, it is very difficult and
sometimes impossible to replace. Even under ideal
conditions, it may take years to reestablish the proper
vegetation, soil and water conditions which existed in
the original wetland.



