
Screening should be completed within 24-48 hours of birth 

Screenings should be completed on right hand AND foot 

Positive Screen = Failed Screen : 

~ The O2 sat is <90% in either extremity during any of the screenings 

~ The O2 sat is <95% for all three screens that are preformed at least one hour apart 

~ The difference between the right upper extremity and the foot > 3% 

Negative Screen = Pass Screen 

~ O2 Sat > 95% 
~ The difference between the right upper extremity and foot is <3% 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
*Infants in special care nurseries (including intermediate care and neonatal intensive care, etc,) should be screened at 24-48 hours
of age or when medically appropriate after 24 hours of age.  In all cases, screening should occur prior to discharge from the 
hospital. 

SCREEN ALL INFANTS 24-48 HOURS OF AGE* 

SCREEN

>95% in right hand or foot and 
<3% difference between right 

hand and foot

SCREEN

< 90% in right hand or foot 90% - <95% in right hand and 
foot or >3% difference 

between right hand and foot
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—————— 
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—————— 
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< 90% in right hand or foot 

< 90% in right hand or foot 
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between right hand and foot

90% - <95% in right hand and 
foot or >3% difference 

between right hand and foot
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hand and foot
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<3% difference between right 

hand and foot




