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Objectives  

• Identify VFC eligibility categories, screening and 
documentation  

• Identify how to properly store, handle and protect 
vaccines 

• Discuss administration of vaccines 
• Identify contraindication and precautions of vaccines 
• Discuss documentation requirements 

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans. 



VFC Eligibility Categories 

• Medicaid-eligible: Child who is eligible for the 
Medicaid program 

• Child who has health insurance covered by a state 
Medicaid program: Title 19.  

• Kansas Medicaid (KanCare) has 3 managed care 
plans:  

• Amerigroup 
• Sunflower 
• United 

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans. 



VFC Eligibility Continued  

• Uninsured: A child who has no health insurance 
 
• American Indian or Alaska Native  
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VFC Eligibility Continued  

• Underinsured: health insurance does not 
cover vaccines or only selected vaccines  

    (VFC eligible for non-covered vaccines only) 
• Underinsured: Eligible to receive VFC vaccine 

only through a Federally Qualified Health 
Center (FQHC), Rural Health Clinic (RHC) or 
Deputized Local Health Department (LHD) 
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            State Eligibility  

CHIP-Title 21: insured through the Child 
Health Insurance Program managed by 
Medicaid. Child is State vaccine not federal 
VFC-eligible. 
 
Underserved: Local Health Department only 
may use state vaccine to immunize  KG-12th 
grade school-required vaccines. Child must be 
enrolled in free or reduced lunch program to 
qualify.  
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Eligibility Screening Process 

• Check for VFC or state eligibility every time a 
child comes in for immunizations. 

• Document the screening results in the 
patients permanent chart. 

• Make sure that immunization staff know the 
eligibility status so the correct vaccine may be 
administered. 
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Provider VFC Enrollment  
• VFC Re-Enrollment occurs annually. 
• Timely completion of required VFC Enrollment Form 

and Provider Profile.  
• List all licensed medical providers in facility (not 

nursing staff). 
• Identify VFC Vaccine Manager.  
• Identify Back-up VFC Vaccine Manager. 
• Enrollment form is contract with VFC program.  
•  Must be signed and dated by Medical Director or 

equivalent.  
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Enrollment continued 
• Clinic VFC Primary and back-up coordinators must  

complete the CDC’s “ You Call the Shots” modules. 
“VFC Requirements” and “Storage and Handling” 
 

• Submit modules certificate of completion with 2014 
VFC Enrollment contract. 
 

• Submit clinic’s Storage & Handling policies annually 
with VFC Enrollment contract. 
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Provider Profile 
• Type of Facility  
• Children served by age and funding sources:  

– Fully Insured  
– Medicaid (Title 19 only) 
– Uninsured (no insurance) 
– CHIP (Title 21) State insured (separate count  from fully insured)  
– Underinsured (FQHC, RHC or deputized LHD only) 
– Underserved (LHD only) 

• Number of children by age group  
• <1year 
• 1-6 years 
• 7-18 years  
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Profile continued  

• Numbers by age group: Important in determining 
number of doses of vaccine needed annually for 
each age cohort. 

• VFC or State eligible: VFC-eligible children only 
are allowed to receive VFC vaccine. State-eligible 
or privately insured may not receive VFC vaccines.    

• Profile data: How was data gleaned and is it 
representative of single children not encounters? 
Encounter data multiplies each child by number 
of services received and inflates numbers of 
children.  
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Administration Fee  

• VFC allowable vaccine administration fee is  
$20.26 per injection. 

• Can not deny immunization service to child 
due to parent’s inability to pay vaccine 
administration fee. 

• You can not charge for VFC vaccines these are 
provided to the provider at no charge.  
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Education Reminders  

VFC Provider’s primary and back up coordinators must 
complete the CDC’s “You Call the  Shots” modules.  

“VFC requirements” and “Storage and Handling”. 
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/youcalltheshots.htm 
VFC Education Visits provide support to clinic staff to 

increase knowledge about the VFC program and how 
best practices improve immunization  outcomes.  

Un-announced Storage & Handling  visits help educate  
about vaccine storage and handling. 
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STORAGE & HANDLING 

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans. 



VACCINE 
• Inspect vaccines upon delivery to ensure that cold 

chain has been maintained. 
• Check the packing slip against what you have just 

received.  
• Document in log:  
• Number of doses received by vaccine and fund type 
• Lot number  
• Expiration date  
• Place short dated in front to be used first 
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Freezer: 5°F (15 ° C) or colder 
 
Varivax 
 
MMR* 
 
 
Refrigerator: 35 °- 46 ° F ( 2-8 °C ) 
 
Hib 
Hepatitis A 
Hepatitis B 
Human papillomavirus 
DTaP, DT, Td,Tdap 
Influenza (TIV/LAIV) 
Polio (IPV) 
MMR*  
Meningococcal 
(MCV4 & MPSV4) 
Pneumococcal 
(PPV & PCV) 
Rotavirus 
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Storage Units 

• Vaccine refrigerators may be either 
household-style (using refrigerator only) or 
vaccine-built commercial-style. 

• The freezer must be separate unit.  
• Must use two storage units: free-standing 

refrigerator and a separate, free-standing 
freezer. 
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Vaccine Storage  

• DO NOT- store any food or drink 
in the refrigerator or freezer. 
 

• DO - store vaccines in the middle 
of the refrigerator or freezer, and 
NOT in the door. 
 

• DO - Rotate vaccine inventory to 
use the closest expiration date 
first 
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No Dorm style refrigerators 
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 Storage & Handling Written Plans 

• Primary vaccine coordinator 
• Back-up vaccine coordinator 
•  Accepts vaccines deliveries, unpacks & stores 

vaccine 
• Monitors & record temps twice daily 
• Conducts Monthly inventory, orders vaccines, 

rotates stock  
• Reviews & updates policies &  procedures assures 

equipment in working order 
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Certified Thermometers 

• CDC requires all Vaccine for Children Providers to 
document temperatures using: 

   Certified Calibrated Thermometer: 
  Calibrated during manufacturing 

• Thermometer undergoes another certified 
calibration 

• Certificate will indicate that the thermometer’s 
calibration has been certified  
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Temperatures  

  
• Thermometer certificate of calibration and traceability 
• Thermometer placed in the middle of the middle shelf of 

refrigerator  
• Thermometer placed in the middle of the freezer 

compartment    
•  Recorded twice daily AM & PM  
• Refrigerator 35-46 F 
• Freezer -58 to +5F  
• If temperatures out of range take action immediately and 

document actions 
 

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans. 
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Tips for Maintaining Temperatures  

• Large bottles of water in the bottom of the 
refrigerator and in the  doors 

• Frozen packs in the freezer.  
• No  food in the refrigerator or freezer  
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Stabilizing Temperature 
Frequently opening of the vaccine storage unit doors can lead to 
temperature variations, which could affect vaccine efficacy.  
Maintain temperature stability by: 
• Storing ice packs in the freezer and large jugs of water in the 
     refrigerator along with the vaccine. 
 
 If the clinic has a power outage the vaccine storage unit will 

maintain proper temperature for a longer period of time if the 
doors are left closed and the ice packs and water jugs have 
been placed inside the unit. 

 
Back-up generators are an added insurance that vaccine 
temperatures will be maintained. 
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DO NOT UNPLUG! 

Post a sign that reads “DO NOT UNPLUG” 
• Vaccine Storage unit 
• Circuit Breaker  
 
Routinely check that the Back-up generator is 
operational. 
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Vaccine Storage  

• Post a temperature log on the door of the 
vaccine storage unit to record temperatures 
twice a day—first thing in the morning and at 
the end of the day 

• Should have detailed WRITTEN policies for 
general and emergency vaccine management 

• www.kdheks.gov/immunize 
 

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans. 
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Vaccine Storage Continued 

• Vaccine Storage and Handling Chart 
 

• “Do Not Unplug” sign 
 

• Policies for vaccine management and vaccine 
emergency plan 
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Vaccine Storage Continued 

• Vaccine storage & emergency response plan 
• Primary person 
• Back-up person 
• Person with 24 hour assess  
• Identify back up location  
• Plan for transport of vaccine 

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans. 
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Vaccine Inventory Log  

A vaccine inventory log should be maintained that 
documents: 

• _______ Vaccine name and number of doses received 
• _______ Date the vaccine was received 
• _______ Arrival condition of vaccine 
• _______ Vaccine manufacturer and lot number 
• _______ Vaccine expiration date 
• _______ Doses of vaccine in each fund type  
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Vaccine Management 

• Designate one clinic staff member and a back 
up person to be responsible for the storage 
and handling of the vaccines. 

• Educate the clinic on the importance of proper 
storage and handling of the vaccine inventory. 

• Storage and Handling checklist may be found 
at: www.immunize.org 
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Vaccine Information Statement  

• The National Childhood Vaccine Injury (NCVI) 
Act requires that all health-care providers give 
parents or patients copies of Vaccine 
Information Statements before administering 
each dose of the vaccines.  
 

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans. 



 Vaccine Information Statements  
– Information sheets are 

produced by the Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) 

–  Explain to vaccine 
recipients, their parents, or 
their legal representatives 
both the benefits and risks 
of a vaccine. 

– The National Childhood 
Vaccine Injury (NCVI) Act 
requires that VISs be 
handed out whenever 
(before each dose) certain 
vaccinations are given.  
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Legal Requirements for Vaccine 
Information Statements 

1. Before an NCVIA-covered vaccine is administered to anyone (this 
includes adults!), you must give the patient or the parent/legal 
representative a copy of the most current VIS available for that 
vaccine. Make sure you give your patient time to read the VIS prior 
to the administration of the vaccine. 

 

2. Record in the patient’s chart - date the VIS was given and VIS 
publication date. 

 

3. VIS forms may not be altered. 
 

       www.immunize.org/vis 
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Vaccine Administration  
• Documentation Requirements 

– Current Vaccine Information Statement (VIS) 
– Document publication date of VIS 
– Vaccine Name 
– Vaccine Manufacturer 
– Vaccine Lot Number 
– Vaccine Expiration Date 
– Site  
– Route  
– Name and title of person administering vaccine 
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Vaccine Administration  

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans. 



Contraindication  
 Condition in a recipient that greatly increases the chance 
of a serious adverse reaction. It is a condition in the 
recipient of the vaccine, not with the vaccine per se. If 
the vaccine were given in the presence of that condition, 
the resulting adverse reaction could seriously harm the 
recipient.  
 
For instance, administering influenza 
• vaccine to a person with a true anaphylactic allergy to 

egg could cause serious illness or death in the 
recipient. In general, vaccines should not be 
administered when a contraindication condition is 
present. 
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Invalid Contraindications 

• Minor Illness 
• Antibiotic Therapy 
• Recent Exposure to Infectious Illness 
• Convalescence from Acute Illness 
• Low Grade Fever (e.g. 100.4o F [38oC]) 
• Nonspecific Allergies 
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 Invalid Contraindications 

• Non-anaphylactic Allergies  
• Pregnancy within the household 
• Breastfeeding 
• Premature Birth 
• Family History of 

– SIDS 
– Seizures 
– Adverse Events 
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Guide to Contraindications and 

Precautions for Commonly Used 
Vaccines 

 
 

 
Immunization Manual, Vaccine Section A 
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/recs/vac-admin/contraindications-vacc.htm 

Prior to giving any vaccine evaluate the benefit 
of giving the vaccine against the risk of not 
giving that vaccine. 
 

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans. 
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Precaution 

 
Similar to a contraindication 
 
 A precaution might increase the chance or 
severity of a serious adverse reaction, or that 
might compromise the ability of the vaccine to 
produce immunity 
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Vaccine Preparation 

• Remember the 5”R’s” 
– Right Patient 
– Right Vaccine 
– Right Dose 
– Right Route 
– Right Time Interval 

• Check Vaccine for 
– Check Vial for Damage 
– Check Vial for Contamination 
– Check Vial for Expiration 
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Vaccine Preparation Continued  

• If reconstitution of vaccines is necessary, 
reconstitute ONLY with diluents supplied for 
specific antigen.  DO NOT MIX diluents 

 
• Choose correct needle gauge and length 
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Vaccines Sites 

• Intramuscular (IM) 
– Injections are administered into muscle tissue below the 

dermis and SC tissue 
• Sites 

– There are several IM injection sites on the human body 
– The recommended sites for vaccine administration are the 

vastus lateralis muscle (anterolateral thigh) and the deltoid 
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Size and Length  
• Needle Gauge 

– 22 to 25 gauge needle 
• Needle Length 

– Needle length must be adequate to reach the muscle and is based on 
the size of the individual 

– Infant 
• 7/8 to 1 inch 

– Toddler & Older Children 
• 7/8 to 11/4 inch   

– Adults 
• 1 to 11/2 inch 
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IM Injection Technique 

•  To avoid injection into SC tissue, insert the 
needle fully into the muscle at a 90 degree 
angle 
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Needle Angle for Intramuscular 
Injections 

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans. 



Intramuscular Sites  
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Subcutaneous 
• Needle Gauge 

– 23 to 25 gauge needle 

• Needle Length 
– 5/8 inch 

• Technique 
– To avoid reaching the muscle, the fatty tissue is 

pinched up, the needle is inserted at a 45 degree 
angle and the vaccine is injected into the tissue 
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 Subcutaneous Vaccine Administration 

 Subcutaneous (SC) 

– Injections are administered into the fatty tissue 
found below the dermis and above the muscle. 

– SC tissue can be found all over the body.  Usual 
sites for vaccine administration are the thigh and 
upper outer triceps of the arm. 
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Needle Angle for Subcutaneous 
Injections 
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Subcutaneous Injection Sites 
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Do Not Give Vaccinations  
Where? 

 
 
• The buttocks should not be used to administer 

vaccines 
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Forms and Resources 

Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans. 



TempTale 4 Data Logger 
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Resources  

• Epidemiology and Prevention of Vaccine 
Preventable Diseases “The Pink Book” 12th 
edition, revised May  2011 

• http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook 
• CDC National Immunization Program 
• http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/ 
• CDC National Immunization Hotline: 

– English (800) 232-2522 
– Spanish (800) 232-0233 
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Resources Continued 

• Immunization Action Coalition 
– www.immunize.org 

• Kansas Immunization Program 
 1000 SW Jackson, Suite 210 
 Topeka, Kansas 66612-1274 
   (785) 296-5591 
      www.kdheks.gov/immunize 

 
 Our Mission: To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans. 
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Questions 
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