
 

 

Recap: When you last read the Pulse on April 
7th, the legislature had just adjourned for its 
three week break following a week of confer-
ence committee deliberations on health reform 
and a session-long delay of budget enhancement 
decisions until the end-of-session Omnibus bill.  
 

Though the health reform conference committee 
had thus far included about half of the KHPA 
health reform recommendations in its report, 
the committee adjourned without reaching con-
sensus. In terms of achieving comprehensive 
health reform, while it had the capacity to be 
more aggressive in adopting reforms, the com-
mittee’s work was arguably a first stride for-
ward for creating lasting change on health in 
Kansas.  
 

However, the committee’s “agree to disagree” 
outcome would require its members to recon-
vene for a second conference committee after 
the break in a final attempt to reach consensus. 
In addition, when the Legislature reconvenes, 
the Omnibus appropriations bill would start on 
its parallel track through the House and Senate.   
 

What’s Happening Now. The full Legislature re-
convened on Wednesday, April 30th, although 
the Senate budget committee and full House re-
turned a week earlier, each passing its own ver-
sion of the Omnibus bill. The House bill included 
funding of $6.6 million for a Preferred Drug List 
(PDL) MediKan formulary, but little else for 
health reform. 
 

The full Senate worked its Omnibus bill on Thurs-
day, May 1st, and into the early hours of Friday, 

May 2nd. After con-
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siderable deliberation, the Senate adopted a 
greatly pared down bill that takes back a major-
ity of agency budget enhancements. 
 

Initially, the difference between the Senate com-
mittee and House Omnibus bills was $13 million, 
with further cuts by the full Senate making the 
difference in spending levels even greater and 
demonstrating the distance that must be bridged 
by the Omnibus conference committee. The dis-
parity in bills and concern for parsing funds 
stems from the much anticipated April 16th reve-
nue estimating report forecasting a dire shortfall 
of State General Funds (SGF) revenue. Revenue 
estimates show the SGF dropping by $130 million 
through the rest of FY08 and FY09 due to the 
pass-through effects of the federal economic 
stimulus package and other economic triggers.   
 

The House and Senate Omnibus bills now move to 
conference committee where House and Senate 
negotiators will attempt to reach consensus on a 
final appropriations bill.  
 

As of 6:00 p.m. Friday evening, the health re-
form conference committee met briefly to di-
rectly appropriate $1.5 million to the Wichita 
Graduate Medical Education Program to retain 
accreditation. It is the only item within the com-
mittee’s health reform package that received 
funding within the health reform conference 
committee bill. The committee has not directly 
funded any other health reform items to date.  
 

No further health reform conference committee 
meetings have been scheduled at this time. We 
will be providing you additional updates upon 
conclusion.  

More to come! 


