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HOUSE APPROVES HEALTH REFORM COMPROMISE 
 

The Kansas House of Representatives voted today on a health reform compromise, House Substitute for SB 81 
– which passed by a substantial majority.  Many of the Kansas Health Policy Authority (KHPA) Board’s health 
reform recommendations were included in the compromise, along with several policies advanced by the House 
Health and Human Services Committee and the House Speaker. 
 
The KHPA was charged by the legislature last session to develop a package of reform recommendations. The 
recommendations were finalized following a dialogue with policymakers, stakeholders, and members of Kansas 
communities during extensive listening tours of the state. 
 
According to KHPA Executive Director Marcia Nielsen, “This undertaking is very important to the people of 
Kansas, who continue to see their health care bills and insurance premiums going up, with less and less to show 
for it.  The Board felt it was critical to make the voice of everyday Kansans heard during the process and to do 
our best to fulfill their expectations.” 
 
The resulting proposed legislation has addressed many of the issues of primary importance to consumers who 
participated in the development of the recommendations.   
The reforms recommended by the KHPA Board included promoting personal responsibility, paying for 
prevention and promoting medical homes, and providing and protecting affordable health insurance.  The 
House compromise included provisions: 

• To expand cancer screenings and provide dental care and tobacco cessation for pregnant 
women; 

• Increase coordination of care through statewide community health records and a process to 
establish “medical homes” for Kansans; 

• Expand Medicaid to pregnant women from 150% of FPL to 200% FPL ($35,200 for a family of 
3); 

• Provide first year funding for Premium Assistance, a new private health insurance program for 
very low income Kansans. 

• Expand opportunities for employees and employers to take advantage of Section 125 plans, 
which allow employees to purchase health insurance with pre-tax dollars. 
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The ultimate decision about the outcome of the health reform legislation will be determined at the end of the 
legislative session, when it will likely be conferenced with a more narrowly drawn Senate-passed health reform 
bill. 
 
For more information about the Kansas Health Policy’s original 21 health reform recommendations and the 
course they have taken through the Kansas legislature, please visit the legislature section of the agency’s 
website at: 
 
http://www.khpa.ks.gov/LegislativeInformation/default.htm 
 

 

http://www.khpa.ks.gov/LegislativeInformation/default.htm

