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Kansas recognized for health reform efforts 
 

The Kansas Health Policy Authority has been selected by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s State 
Coverage Institute.  States chosen for the Institute had to be working on substantial, comprehensive health reform.  
The Coverage Institute will provide access to technical assistance and substantial funding for health reform 
development activities. This award also affords Kansas the opportunity to actively interact with other states 
participating in the Institute as they move ahead with their comprehensive health reforms. 

“As I travel across Kansas listening to consumers, business leaders, insurers, and providers, it is clear to me 
that our current health care system is not working.  Health reform is needed,” said Marci Nielsen, PhD, MPH, 
Executive Director of the Kansas Health Policy Authority.  “This grant will be beneficial in how we develop health 
reform options as we lead the health reform process in Kansas, one of many states who are reforming the health care 
system.” 

“This selection is key to continuing our efforts to make sure every Kansan has access to quality health care 
coverage,” said Governor Kathleen Sebelius. “This is good news for the Authority and especially the people of 
Kansas.”  

The program technically and financially assists states on developing and implementing policies that expand 
access to health insurance coverage in order to reduce the number of uninsured.  It provides a forum for sharing of 
expertise across states actively engaged in health reform. 

SCI will meet with members of the Kansas team in August to conduct a site visit.  Members will then be 
asked to participate in the Coverage Institute program in Chicago in September.  This program will give members 
from each state team the opportunity to interact and discuss health care reform options with other states, work with 
national experts, and receive technical assistance. 

The Kansas SCI team will be comprised of the Health for All Kansas Steering Committee (HFAK), which 
has been working closely with the Kansas Health Policy Authority to develop comprehensive health reform options.  
The committee includes key legislators from both parties, agency executive leadership, the Insurance Commissioner, 
the Governor’s Chief of Staff, and Kansas Health Policy Authority board members; this team has been working 
together since February. 

The Kansas team will use this grant to: 
• share policy approaches with other states; 
• increase team building within the Health for All Kansas Steering Committee ; 
• model health reform components for improved health and prevention strategies; 
• provide technical advice on the construction of a state level health care trust fund mechanism;  
• provide support to invite national and state health policy experts to Kansas; and 
• provide support for the development of a multi-faceted health reform educational campaign once the 

health reform options are delivered to the Governor and legislature. 
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