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June 17, 2010 Minutes 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The Kansas State Employees Health Care Commission (HCC) meeting was called to 
order at 1:30 p.m. in the LSOB Room 106, 900 SW Jackson, Topeka, Kansas.  
Commissioners present were Duane Goossen (Chairman), Nancy Ruoff, and Sandy 
Praeger.  John Staton and Steve Dechant were present by phone.  Doug Farmer and 
Mike Michael from KHPA were also in attendance.  
 
HCC Rules and Regulations 
 
Doug Farmer presented the permanent rules and regulation changes.  The 
permanent regulations being adopted were:  KAR 108-1-1, 108-1-3 and 108-1-4.  
The commission had asked last year for the waiting period for new enrollees to 
have medical coverage go into effect from 60 days to 30 days.  This also covers 
non state groups allowed to come into the state employee health plan.  
 
IT WAS MOVED BY COMMISSIONER PRAEGER AND SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER RUOFF TO APPROVE THE REGULATION CHANGES. A ROLL 
CALL VOTE WAS THEN TAKEN WITH ALL COMMISSIONERS VOTING AYE.  
MOTION PASSED 5-0. 
 
Pharmaceutical Benefits Manager (“PBM”) Contract 
Doug Farmer addressed the members of the Commission with background 
information regarding the pending contract with CVS.  It had been approved at 
the last HCC meeting to extend a contract award to CVS.  This contract had not 
yet been signed by Chairman Goossen.  Since that last HCC meeting, KHPA had 
been notified by Walgreens that they would not be under contract with CVS to 
provide prescription services to employees covered by the CVS PBM Contract as 
of July 9, 2010 (i.e. Walgreens would no longer be a network pharmacy with 
CVS).   
CVS informed KHPA that they would be sending out correspondence to all 
covered employees/members who had filled a prescription with Walgreens within 
the last three months. 
Discussions were held regarding proximity of other pharmacies to covered 
individuals residences.   
Concerns were raised and there was a discussion about the 24 hour pharmacy 
access concern within Topeka.  
 



Commissioners discussed options with Doug Farmer about what steps could be 
taken.  Doug addressed and outlined options as follows: 
 

 Go back and discuss this concern with CVS.  Contract had not been fully 
executed yet and would not be going into effect until January 1, 2010.   

 Speak with CVS and negotiating with Walgreens.  Ask CVS about 
possibility of going forward without Walgreens but keeping Walgreens in 
network within Kansas. 

 Start fresh – rebid entire contract. 
 Renegotiate RFP’s already received during this procurement process. 
 Extend current contract by 1 year (however it was mentioned that it was 

cheaper to go with the pending three-year contract then extend current 
contract by one more year. 

 
Staff recommendations were to continue over the next two weeks exploring 
options regarding getting Walgreens back into the network and continue to track 
ongoing discussions between CVS and Walgreens.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:45 


