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KHPA Chosen to Participate in Health Care Quality Improvement Institute 
 
Kansas, together with 8 other states, has been chosen to participate in the State Quality Improvement Institute – 
an intensive, competitive selection effort to help states plan and implement substantive action plans to improve 
performance across targeted quality indicators.  
 
According to KHPA Executive Director Marcia Nielsen, “This is a wonderful opportunity for the KHPA and 
the state of Kansas to benefit from the wisdom and experience of two highly successful organizations, as well as 
learning from our fellow participant states during the course of the Institute. KHPA’s participation in this 
program will have a meaningful, long-lasting impact on the course of Kansas health care reform – particularly 
as it pertains to the creation of a medical home model that works for Kansas patients and providers.” 
 
The institute kicks off in April of 2008 and concludes in 2009. Participant activities during that time will 
include site visits to the selected states, comprehensive and individualized development meetings with each of 
the states, state-by-state technical assistance, online training and support, and a final evaluation meeting to 
assess each state’s progress and allow states to share their experiences. 
 
The State Quality Institute is a collaboration of Academy Health and The Commonwealth Fund. Academy 
Health is the professional home for health services researchers, policy analysts, and practitioners, and a leading, 
non-partisan resource for excellence in health research and policy. The Commonwealth Fund is a private 
foundation which aims to promote a high performing health care system that achieves better access, improved 
quality, and greater efficiency, particularly for society’s most vulnerable, low-income people, the uninsured, 
minority Americans, young children, and elderly adults. 
 
For comment by AcademyHealth or The Commonwealth Fund, please contact: 
 

• AcademyHealth: Ayesha Pathak (ayesha.pathak@academyhealth.org, 202-292-6741) 
• The Commonwealth Fund: Mary Mahon (mm@cmwf.org, 212-606-3853) 
• The Commonwealth Fund: Amanda Jo Greep (ajg@cmwf.org, 212-606-3826) 
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