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Kansas Health Online
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Kansas Health Online
•Part of the Health 
Transparency Project 

•Recommended by the Kansas 
Health Policy Authority 

•Provides health care 
information to Kansans
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What?

Why?

Who?

Kansas Health Online
•Reliable consumer health 
information for Kansans

•Health literacy component to 
educate consumers how to 
understand and use the information  

•Tools to compare quality of health 
care providers

•Information about Kansas health 
statistics and Kansas Health Policy 
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Kansas Health Online

Addresses common concerns 
such as:

Prevention
Wellness
Health Curriculum
Guides
Health Portal
Reliable Health Information
Price Information
How to Navigate the Health System

What?

Why?

Who?
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Kansas Health Online

In a 2007 national ranking of overall health, 
Kansas dropped six positions to 23rd, 
versus a ranking of 17th nationally in 2006.

What?

Why?

Who?

•Consumers in Kansas need 
access to health information to 
make informed decisions

•Current health crisis in Kansas
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What?

Why?

Who?

Kansas Health Online
Fast Facts:

Smoking has risen by 12%

Twenty percent of adults in Kansas who smoke 
contributes to 3,800 deaths annually and 
$180.4 million in Medicaid expenditures

Obesity has risen by 8%

1 out of 4 of our health care dollars will pay 
for obesity related treatments by 2020

The number of people without insurance has 
increased by 19%
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What?

Why?

Who?

Kansas Health Online

Kansas Health Policy Authority

State Library of Kansas

Dykes Medical Library
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What?

Why?

Who?

Kansas Health Online

Mission of the Kansas Health Policy Authority
Develop and maintain a coordinated health policy agenda that combines the 
effective purchasing and administration of health care with promotion oriented 
public health strategies.

Kansas Health Policy Authority
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What?

Why?

Who?

Kansas Health Online

Mission of the State Library of Kansas is to:
Expand services for:

•Learning

•Access to information

•Access to educational resources

The State Library of Kansas
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What?

Why?

Who?

Kansas Health Online

The mission of Dykes Medical Library staff:

Work collaboratively with individuals and organizations seeking high quality 
health information within the University of Kansas Medical Center and 
throughout the state of Kansas. 

Dykes Medical Library



11 11

What?

Why?

Who?

Kansas Health Online
Unique partnership includes 
collaboration with:

•Regional Library Systems in Kansas
Efficient communication to public libraries 

throughout the state
Dedicated to serving their public libraries

•Public Libraries
Program Connection!
More than 300 public libraries in Kansas
Connected to their communities
Connect with consumers
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Summary
Consumer health 
information online

Focus on health 
transparency for 
consumers

Kansas Health Online
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Developed to empower Kansans to make 
more informed decisions
about their health care

Kansas Health Online

•Easy to use

•Convenient

•Compare quality of health care

•Find health care

•Analyze symptoms

•Find the latest information on 
healthy lifestyle choices

•Learn about health Policy
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Using Kansas Health Online

Staying Healthy

Wellness

Prevention
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Your Condition

Symptom Checker

A-Z look up

Next steps to take

Using Kansas Health Online

Knowledge is power.  

You can find 
information about 
things like weight 
loss, or diabetes.
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Buying Health Care

Quality comparisons

Insurance information 

Information about how to 
purchase health care

Using Kansas Health Online
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How Information Can 
Work For You

Guides to help 
consumers use 
information

Health Literacy

Using Kansas Health Online

Understanding:  

It’s not enough to have 
information, you have to 
understand it.  

Everyone learns differently.  
Find information that makes 
sense to you.
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Navigating the Health System

What’s an EOB?

How to plan for surgery

What to do if you have 
questions about your 
insurance

Using Kansas Health Online
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Health Policy

Information about 
Kansas Health Policy

Advocacy information

Health Policy news

Using Kansas Health Online
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Kids’ Fun Zone

Will feature information 
selected by kids

Health resources 
developed by students 
and reviewed by medical 
librarians

Using Kansas Health Online
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Go Local
A separate feature 
found on Kansas 
Health Online

Consumers will be 
able to link 
directly health 
topics to services 
related to that 
particular topic
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Search for local 
providers

Map

County list

Go Local
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Search for local 
providers

A-Z List

Go Local



24 24

Resources in the county

Regional Resources

State wide Resources

Local Contact nformation 
for services

County 
Resources

Regional 
resources

State wide 
resources

Contact 
information for 

services

Go Local
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Kansas Health Online

Kansans point of connection with quality health 
care information

Information that is easy to find

Gold Standard for Kansas health care 
information

Empowering consumers
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For more information contact:

Kansas Health Online
Julie Broski 
JBroski@kumc.edu

Go Local
Amy Ritterskamp  
ARitterskamp@kumc.edu


