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KHPA Purchaser Advisory Council Meeting 
September 5, LSOB 9th Floor Conf Rm, Topeka KS 

Minutes – Final Health Policy Recommendations Report attached 
 

KHPA Purchaser Advisory Council Members Present: 
• Jane Chandler Holt – Chair 
• Bill Bruning 
• Brad Clothier  
• Andrew Corbin 
• Ken Daniel 
• Bob Finuf  
• Tresia Franklin 
• Valerie Keller – Dr. William Rooney (substitute – via teleconference) 
• David Knocke 
• Gregg LeMaster  
• John Naramore 
• Linda Steinke 
• Dr. Marla Tobin 
• Keith Wisdom 

 
KHPA Purchaser Advisory Council Members Unable to Attend: 

• Jeff Levin  
 
KHPA Board Members Present: 

• Connie Hubbell 
 
KHPA Staff Participants:  

• Dr. Marcia Nielsen, Executive Director 
• Dr. Andy Allison, Deputy Director 
 Dr. Barb Langner, Director of Policy 
 Janis DeBoer, Advisory Council Manager 

 
Welcome by Jane Chandler Holt, Purchaser Advisory Council Chair 
Chair Holt opened the meeting, welcomed members, the public, and KHPA staff.  The agenda was reviewed 
along with handouts.  Today’s meeting was the last scheduled meeting of the Advisory Council until the 
legislature convenes in January.  The purpose of the meeting was to review the health policy 
recommendations presented to the KHPA Board on August 20 and finalize the report.   
 
Chair Holt and Council members provided additional input on the Advisory Council Recommendations interim 
report and for those members in attendance at the KHPA Board meeting on August 20, they shared their 
perspectives on the Board’s response to the interim report, along with the recommendations made by the two 
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other Advisory Councils.       
Chair Holt asked for additional discussion on the Council’s opposition to an insurance connector.  One member 
presented information from the IRS which clarifies Cafeteria 125 plans for small businesses.  Another member 
expressed concern regarding choice and flexibility with an insurance connector.  Another member expressed 
concern about reducing innovation in the market place and another member clarified that the two elements 
insurance carriers will object to regarding an insurance connector are complexity and risk.  The group 
remained opposed to a “Massachusetts type” insurance connector.  There was some interest in exploring an 
insurance exchange (clearinghouse) if it were better defined.  The final Advisory Council Recommendations 
report will be modified slightly to reflect this discussion. 
 
Overview of Health Reform Models – Dr. Barb Langner 
Dr. Barb Langner provided an overview of the independent economic analysis that was prepared by the 
consultant group Schramm-Raleigh Health Strategy.  The analysis was presented to the KHPA Board on 
August 21 by Mr. Steve Schramm.  
 
Dr. Langner reviewed the scenarios being modeled.  The power point presentation begins with a baseline 
analysis and includes three scenarios:  reference scenario, affordable coverage scenario, and universal 
coverage scenario.  Dr. Langner explained that more extensive modeling will be presented to Board members 
at the September 25 meeting by Mr. Schramm and two additional scenarios will be included:  sequential 
scenario and “mountain” scenario.  The sequential scenario analysis will study the impact of health insurance 
coverage for children under the age of 19; additional adults through premium assistance; and assistance to 
small businesses.  The mountain scenario analysis will study the impact of direct purchasing of health care 
services by the state.  More detailed analysis surrounding these two additional scenarios, along with the three 
scenarios noted earlier, will be provided at the September 25 Board meeting.        
 
Next Steps – by Dr. Marci Nielsen 
Dr. Nielsen provided an update on the next steps regarding health reform in Kansas.  As noted earlier, the 
KHPA Board will meet on September 25.  Final Advisory Council recommendations will be given to the Board 
at that time.  Additional scenario modeling will be presented to the Board on September 25 by Mr. Schramm.  
Decision points regarding health reform options will be refined by Board members at the September meeting.  
Members of the Health for All Kansans Steering Committee, along with Dr. Langner, will participate in the RWJ 
State Coverage Institute meeting in Chicago on September 26, 27, and 28.  At the October 16 KHPA Board 
meeting, decisions will be made regarding health reform options.  The KHPA Board will present Kansas-
specific health reform options to the Governor and legislature (KHPA Oversight Committee and legislative 
leadership) on November 1 2007. 
 
Dr. Nielsen thanked the group for their participation on the Advisory Council and assured the group that the 
KHPA will keep them informed of health reform activities as they happen.  Dr. Nielsen indicated she expects 
the Advisory Councils to reconvene sometime during the legislative session.     
 
Meeting Adjourned 
 
 


