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	Jerry Slaughter, Kansas Medical Society

	General impressions of the legislative session
	One positive initiative, program, or legislative action (related to health reform or any other area)
	One initiative or program that KHPA should change or do differently
	Additional Comments

	· KHPA worked hard and did the job well that was assigned by the legislature.  The right tools have been put in place to move health reform.
· Overall, KHPA “hit the mark” during this first year of health reform
· Don’t be discouraged; KMS believes that ultimately success will prevail.  
· View health reform as a marathon; change takes more than a couple of years.  KHPA must come back and continue advocating for change; be persistent with the legislature.
	· KHPA is well-respected and trusted 
· Biggest achievement of the legislative session was that KHPA “moved the ball” in terms of educating legislators 


	· Believes that we have to be willing to accept less than perfect (e.g., statewide smoking ban) in order to move issues forward.
· Need to also focus on Medicaid reform in order to reduce costs.  Go for the “low-hanging fruit.”
· Would have narrowed the approach in the beginning in order to build upon small successes and gain momentum. Sweeping changes in the beginning is unlikely to occur. 
	· Physicians feel strongly that things have to change within Kansas; physicians supported virtually all of the KHPA proposals 
· Health reform is not a simple fix and will take time. Believe the overall health system is unsustainable without change.
· Keep in mind that legislators must balance health reform with numerous other issues.
· Political reality is that there was no money this year and there won’t be any money next year. This will impede with progressing any reforms that cost money.

	Ken Daniel, Midway Wholesales

	· KHPA did not fail this session
· Slowly making progress on health reforms impacting small businesses
· Believes that legislative processes are becoming increasingly complex and time consuming.


	· KHPA has rebuilt relationships with the small business community by including them in the health reform discussions.
· Small business had some successful bills pass (e.g., Regulatory Fairness Act; increased access to health insurance.)   Within the health compromise bill “Missouri 818” is a success for small businesses. 
· KHPA did a great job in providing information, materials, and legislative updates.  Felt well informed throughout the session.
	· KHPA needs to focus more on some of the 21 recommendations that were not passed (e.g., health insurance for small businesses)


	· “Be in it for the long haul”
· Continue building bridges among stakeholders.
· Use stakeholders as a resource; we bring expertise and historical information valuable to the health reform initiatives.  
· We are pushing for both choice and value through Health Savings Accounts and other similar health insurance products.  


	Peter Hancock, Kansas Public Radio

	General impressions of the legislative session
	One positive initiative, program, or legislative action (related to health reform or any other area)
	One initiative or program that KHPA should change or do differently
	Additional Comments

	· Legislature wanted market-based reforms, but backed away from that in the 2008 session after seeing projected costs.
· Now Kansas is no longer discussing health care reform in the context of socialism, communism, or government taking over the health care industry.  


	· 2008 legislature laid the foundation for expanding the SCHIP program 
· See changes in the Kansas legislature & the public; conservatives are beginning to support government reforms instead of solely supporting market-based health care reforms.  Polls suggest public support for higher taxes in exchange for increased access to health care and more public interest in discussing potential health reforms.
	· Although largely unreported, the actuarial analysis indicated a single payer system was the least expensive and provided coverage to the most people.  This information is available to drive the debate. 


	· Barrier is the political process that impedes the health reform process; there is lag time between public opinion and legislative action.

	Dennis Lauver, Salina Chamber of Commerce

	· A state’s legal environment (i.e., insurance mandates) impacts access to and costs of health care. Although Kansas is ranked 10th in the nation for “preferable legal environment” for physicians, surrounding states are more competitive than Kansas. This issues needs to be addressed in future reforms.


	· Sees progress in moving forward medical homes and standardization (recredentialing).


	· Need more flexibility for local communities to adopt reforms (e.g., two pilots across state to adopt their own local solution).
· Reframe argument of providing greater access in order to appeal more to businesses.  Instead, frame the issue as addressing labor availability (lack in options for insuring employees and attracting employees). 
· Focus argument more on linking rising health care costs to a lack in wellness initiatives rather than approaching legislators with increasing taxes.  Will be more appealing to conservative legislators.
	· Invite neighboring politicians working on health reform (e.g., Former governor of Iowa who proposed mandating insurance) to talk with Kansas legislators and discuss potential solutions.
· Be aware that Chambers of Commerce are under tremendous pressure from various companies across the State and members view solutions differently.
· Recommend getting support from larger Chambers (e.g., Wichita).
· Although a federal issue, cross-state border association plans need to be addressed.


	Brenda Sharpe, REACH Healthcare Foundation

	General impressions of the legislative session
	One positive initiative, program, or legislative action (related to health reform or any other area)
	One initiative or program that KHPA should change or do differently
	Additional Comments

	· Foundation pleased with KHPA’s efforts to listen and learn from stakeholders and other organizations.  

· Continue the marathon approach; uninsured rates are a problem that we want to see improved.

· Hope KHPA continues to approach this discussion with actuarial analyses.


	· KHPA efforts to organize stakeholders and advocates was successful.


	· Do not give the legislature a “free pass” next session.  Be more aggressive and bold in approaching the legislature. Felt that KHPA became less and less aggressive as the session continued.  KHPA has a lot of public support.  

· Foundation looks to fund studies on new topics; unlikely to fund most of the studies requested by the 2008 legislature. 
	· Foundation believes Schramm’s actuarial analysis very important and its results were profound.  The data supported a government-run system, which was difficult for many to take in.

· The current health care system is unsustainable.  Foundation is interested in numbers, facts, and personal stories that indicate problems within the system.

	Corrie Edwards, Kansas Health Consumer Coalition

	· Perceived session to be complicated, fast moving, and disappointing.  

· Felt ill-prepared and naïvely optimistic that the coal plant would not take over the entire session. Originally thought legislature would move on to health reform, but that never really happened. 

· A disconnect lies between legislators and health care consumers; legislators did not focus enough on the people who are struggling to feed their children and get them insured. 

· General public are very aware of problems and very concerned about health care.
	· KHPA gave very timely & accurate information to agencies, which enabled advocates to disseminate the information to our communities.   Advocates don’t always have the resources or time to create such materials.

· Advocates for the first time were well organized in support of the KHPA plan.
	· Very concerned about the reversal of Premium Assistance; this does not please consumers.  

· Kansas needs health and health care solutions to bring relief to lower and middle class people in addition to business. 

· Believe advocates will push back during the interim in order to hold the legislature more accountable and not let them be diverted by the coal plant issue. 


	· Legislators will always have competing politics that impede with health reform; advocates must hold them more accountable.  

· Believes legislators for the first time are being confronted by well-informed and organized advocates thanks to KHPA’s information and materials.  This can upset some legislators but is necessary for the health reform process.

· Recently conducted consumer dialogues across Kansas, which indicate that Kansans support increased access to “basic coverage” even if it means increased taxes.  




