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KHPA At-Large Advisory Council Meeting 
June 3, 2008, Curtis State Office Building, Topeka, KS 

Minutes 
 

KHPA At-Large Advisory Council Members Present:  
James L. Beckwith 
Barbara Bohm 
Tresia Franklin 
Henry L. Johns 
Jane Kelly 
Luanne Leeds 
Bill McDaniel 
Valeria Merrow 
Gina Ochsner 
Mary Carol Pomatto 
David L. Scott 
Ira Stamm 
Kim Templeton 
Al Penner 
Walt Thiessen 
 
KHPA Staff Participants:  
Dr. Marcia J. Nielsen, Executive Director 
Barbara Langner, Policy Director  
Mandy Cawby, Outreach Manager 
Reagan Cussimanio, Legislative Liaison 
Tara Hacker, Manager of Policy 
 
Overview of the Health Reform Development Process for the 2008 session – Dr. Marcia J. Nielsen 
 Dr. Nielsen presented a PowerPoint which gave an overview of the health reform development process 
for the 2008 session. There was a review of the purpose of health reform which is to improve the health of all 
Kansans. Also Dr. Nielsen reviewed the three major goals of the reform priorities: Personal responsibility, 
Prevention and medical home, and Providing and protecting affordable health insurance. The Appendix B in 
2008 Legislative Session-at-a-Glance was reviewed which included the final provisions H Sub for SB 81. This 
can be found on our Web site at: http://www.khpa.ks.gov/LegislativeInformation/default.htm. The PowerPoint 
can also be viewed on our site. 
 



Dialogue with Council Members:  
 Council members expressed thoughts about what the role of KHPA is and how to educate council 
members, the public and legislators. A suggestion was made by a member to have a bulletin board, which 
would allow members to participate on their own time and also the “opportunity to give input in real time.” Dr. 
Langner stated that because the At-Large council is comprised of members from different backgrounds the 
interactions that are done in the group can be carried on out to the communities.   

Members shared their thoughts on the 21 recommendations. One member stated that “even though the 
21 recommendations seemed like a lot, the legislature didn’t just waive it altogether- things that had traction 
should come back with additional initiatives that are good policy and favorable to legislators.” A concern from 
one member was that the tobacco tax was not passed because of the election year. Dr. Nielsen stated she 
expects in the next legislative session the KHPA Board will push for the smoking ban and tobacco user fee 
again.  
 One member described KHPA and the legislature as a couple in couples’s therapy: “The KHPA is the 
pursuer and the legislator is the distancer. Give them a little breathing room and let them come back to you. 
Gradually ease them into the health reform. Don’t feel like you have to be so fervent.” 
 
Next Steps, Dr. Nielsen:  
 The KHPA Board will be having a retreat on June 18 – 19 to review the 2008 Legislative session and 
also to begin discussing a strategic direction.  
 
Adjournment: 
 Dr. Langner does expect that once the KHPA Board convenes at the retreat the At-Large Advisory 
Council will meet again mid-summer. Members will be notified of upcoming meetings by email or by phone. 
Also members will be receiving community dialogue tour information and strategic planning information.  
 


