
UNDERGROUND
BOUND!

September 21, 1887
Ben Blanchard makes

the largest salt discovery 
west of the Mississippi.

1923
Carey Salt

Mine opens.

1959
Underground

Vaults &
Storage
opens.

May 2, 2000
RCHS

announces it
will open an
underground
salt museum

2000
Capital

fundraising
campaign

is launched.

2000
RCHS and UV&S
agree to jointly

develop a 
new shaft into
the salt mine.

2001
Justice

Foundation
pledges

$1,000,000 
over the next

10 years.

March 8, 2004
Thyssen Mining

Company arrives 
onsite to begin

shaft construction.

April 12, 2004
Groundbreaking
ceremony for 

new shaft.

November 14, 2004
Equipment breaks

through into the mine.

December 20, 2004
Hutchinson Salt miners

blast through the
“Narrows” to connect the

Great Room and museum area.
The wall was 130’ thick rather than
the 50’ marked on the mine map.

March 7, 2005
             Shaft work

                      completed.
                                 Concrete is 2’

                               thick at the
                                aquifer and
                              1’ thick the

                              remainder of
                            the way. Cost 

                                 is about $6,000,000.

August, 2005

 Hoist cable, shipped
from South Africa,
delayed on a ship
held at sea due to
Hurricane Katrina. 
(The hoist itself came

from Germany.)

December 12, 2005
Hoist is operational.

UV&S starts hoisting
employees and freight.

Early 2006
Saltcrete paving
in underground 
museum area is

started by UV&S.

June, 2006
Interviews are

conducted
with volunteer

docents.

August, 2006
First check from

STAR Bonds
arrives to help
fund museum 
infrastructure.

STAR Bonds application
total is $4,800,000 of the
$10,500,000 total project.

September, 2006
Construction
commences
on temporary
Visitor Center.

•
Training tours

begin with
bus groups.

December, 2006
Phase I

Visitor Center
completed.

The 125 year trail leading to this celebration...  

January, 2007
Construction

of underground 
infrastructure

begins.

 January 20, 2007
First “Murder in
the Mine” dinner

theatre with 
sold-out crowd. 

200 enjoy show
underground while
10-12” of snow is

falling outside.

February, 2007
Shaft rescue

system
tested by

Hutchinson 
Fire Department

May 1, 2007 
KUSM   

opens to   
the general   

public!   



August, 2007
UV&S exhibit

featuring
Hollywood

memorabilia
opens in the

museum.

October 28, 2007
Wedding held
underground.

November 30, 2007
Delegates who are
looking for ideas to
develop a museum
in a salt mine are
welcomed from

Loule’, Portugal. 

December 8, 2007
Boy Scout
Overnight 

Underground
-- the first
of many!

January, 2008
KUSM is voted

one of the 
8 Wonders
of Kansas

February, 2008
Joint marketing

with the
Cosmosphere

is initiated.

May, 2008
KUSM is voted

one of the 
8 Wonders of
Reno County.

May 31, 2008
Vreeland

fluid inclusion
exhibit opens
underground.

July, 2008
GE Engine

#2 is moved
to KUSM

from
Reno County

Museum.

September 29,
2008

Soledad O’Brien
visits for a

private tour.

November, 2008
72% of Hutchinson

voters approve
renewal of

quarter-cent
sales tax.

January, 2009
Strategic

Planning session
results in

revised mission
statements and
5-year goals for
each museums.

January 22, 2009
Oscar Mayer

Weiner-Mobile 
pulls into KUSM

parking lot.
Staff delighted with

official whistles
received after

drivers tour the 
museum.

March 7, 2009
Tornado passes

directly over
KUSM.

Topside staff
“hunker down”

and underground
visitors safely

enjoy their tour.

March 11, 2009
Salty the

Saltasaurus
visits

underground
and poses

for pictures.

April 24, 2009
KUSM

participates in
UV&S 50th

Anniversary 
Celebration.
Museum has

entrant in
Salt Queen

competition.

April, 2007
Several Board

and staff
members visit
salt museums
in Switzerland,
Poland, Austria,
and Germany.

July 1, 2008 
Topside

Visitor Center
with large

lobby opens.

July, 2008 
Joint ticket

with the
Cosmosphere 

is launched.

July, 2009
Purchased
train from

Hutchinson
Zoo. 

Now it’s the
Salt Mine Express
underground train.

July 11, 2009
Record daily

attendance of
647 visitors.

November, 2009
Changed flow

of underground
tour to provide
more options
for visitors.

February, 2010
Retrieval of

rails and ties
for 

underground
train track

begins.

June 25, 2010
Descendants

of
Ben Blanchard

visit KUSM
and meet a
whole new
“family”.

July 9, 2010
Underground
transformer
fuse blows. 

Hard-to-find fuse
finally located in

Portland, Oregon.
Arrives 4 days
later. Cost of

fuse itself: $720.

October 23, 2010
Hutch Haunts

fundraiser with 
RCM and

Hutchinson
Theatre Guild.

November
2010

“Tweeters” 
spread the  
word about  
KUSM with  
new WiFi   

underground  
connection.  

March 16, 2011
Salt Mine Express
underground train
ride opens to the

public.

Week of
March 21, 2011
Record weekly
attendance of
2,814 visitors.

June 23, 2011
KUSM hosts
Hutchinson
Chamber’s 

Business
After Hours
membership

event.

July 16, 2011
New record

for daily
attendance:
655 visitors.

July, 2011
Record

month for
attendance:

9,900
visitors.

August 16, 2011
Governor

Brownback
visits, saving

the best of the
8 Wonders of

Kansas until last.

August 18, 2011
One-mile run
underground 
developed to

reward a junior
high track team.

August 28, 2011
Encore

performance of
Murder in the

Mine held over
to second day

due to demand.

October 10, 2011
Hunt for Red
Rock-tober 

80+ participants
filled buckets with

red salt rocks.

October 30, 2011
First annual

Train of Terror
debuts.

January, 2012
Construction of
underground 

restroom complex
begins.

March, 2012
Underground

restroom complex 
opens to the public.

April, 2012
Designated a

Blue Star Museum 
for 2012.

April 30, 2012

May 7, 2007 
Tornado levels

most of
Greensburg,

Kansas August, 2007
Two

underground
bathrooms

actually flush.

December 15, 2010
“Happy Movie”
screening held
underground.

February, 2012
Underground capacity

increased from 200 to 350.
Fire Protection Plan signed

by KUSM and the State
Fire Marshal’s Office.  

INTERESTING TIDBITS...
Total Murder in the Mine events  12
Total number of students visiting  29,350
Total number of Scout Overnights  30
Foreign countries represented 22


