
was unknown. Finally, 71% had a co-morbidity 
listed on the death certificate in addition to hypo-
thermia.  
These demographic characteristics indicate that 
older adults with high school level of education 
or less and suffering with co-morbidities were at 
a higher risk than others of dying from exposure 
to natural cold. However, these statistics should 
be taken with caution because of the small num-
ber of cases and because the count of dece-
dents may not be final at the time of this report.  
The emergency hospitals through the EMRe-
sources reported on a voluntarily basis a total of 
165 injuries, illnesses, and death due to expo-
sure to natural cold. These cases are vastly un-
dercounted since not all hospitals participated. 
 
Heat:  
From May 1 to June 15, 2012, the emergency 
hospitals through the EMResources reported 27 
injuries and illnesses and no death due to expo-
sure to natural heat. In addition, a query of the 
death certificates found one death due to hyper-
thermia.  

Bureau of  Epidemiology & Publ ic  Heal th  Informatics  

Blue-green Algae:  

T he blue-green algae (BGA) season is al-
ready in full swing, and summer has not 

arrived yet. As of June 15, 2012, the Environ-
mental Public Health Tracking Program (EPHTP) 
has responded to 24 calls from concerned citi-
zens or lake managers. A query of the BGA man-
agement tool shows that for this year a total of 
43 water samples were analyzed from 15 dis-
tinct public water bodies (lakes). These lakes 
have their boundaries in totality or partiality 
within 15 counties. During this season, the Kan-
sas Department of Health and Environment 
(KDHE) recommended at least one emergency 
departments “Warning” status for four lakes 
(27%) and an “Advisory” status for nine lakes 
(60%). There has been one confirmed human 
illness associated with Milford Lake. No animal 
illnesses or deaths have been reported so far. 
As a reminder, KDHE does not test water from 
private ponds for BGA. However, assistance is 
available for a small fee to private pond owners 
through the Kansas State University Veterinary 
Department.  
 
Surveillance of Morbidity and Mortality  
Associated with Extreme Weather Events Cold:  
From October 1, 2011 to April 30, 2012, there 
were seven deaths associated with natural cold, 
mainly hypothermia, based on death certifi-
cates. Those decedents had an average age of 
63 years old. Among them, 71% were male and 
29% were female. Fifty-seven percent of the 
decedents had a high school level of education 
or less. However, the education level for one 
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C A L E N D A R  O F  U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S :  
23rd Annual Kansas School 
Nurse Conference 

When: July 16-19, 2012 
Where: Wichita, Kansas at the 
Hyatt Regency in Wichita 
Theme: “School Nurses Care!” 
Information: http://
webs.wichita.edu/?
u=conference&p=/ksn/ 
 

  

EpiTrax Bi-weekly Webinars: 
When: July 12, 2012—TB lessons 
learned since going liveAugust 9, 
2012—VPD  
investigations in EpiTrax 
Time: Meetings will be from  
9—10:30 a.m. &  12— 1:30 p.m. 

Where: GoToMeeting webinar 
What: These EpiTrax training 
webinars cover information on 
topics relevant to EpiTrax users.   

For more information please 
contact Susan Dickman at 
(785) 296-7732 or  
epitraxadmin@kdheks.gov. 
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MO N T H LY OU T B R E A K 
SU M M A R I E S 

Facility Type Organism Transmission County Outbreak 
Status 

Reported 
Date 

School or college Pertussis Person-to-Person Leaven-
worth 

Closed 6/5/2012* 

Private Home S. montevideo Food Lincoln Active 5/23/2012 

Multi-state S. typhimurium Indeterminate/ 
Other/Unknown 

 Active 5/23/2012 

Multi-state S. newport Animal Contact  Active 5/23/2012 

*Identified through review of cases in EpiTrax 
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 Month reported to EpiTrax - May 2012  

 
State Case Status  

Grand  
Total 

 
Confirmed Probable Suspect Not a 

Case 
Unclassi-

fied 
Disease Count Count Count Count Count Count 

Anaplasma phagocytophilum  
(f. HGE) -  2 -  2 

Brucellosis - - - 1  1 

Campylobacteriosis 29 - 19 1 4 53 

Cryptosporidiosis 5 6 - 1  12 

Cyclosporiasis 1  -  - 1 

Ehrlichiosis, Ehrlichia chaffeensis 
(f. HME) 1 1 7 1  10 

Giardiasis 5  9   14 

Haemophilus influenzae, invasive 
disease (Including Hib) 5    1 6 

Hepatitis A  4 31 21 1 57 

Hepatitis B Pregnancy Event     2 2 

Hepatitis B virus infection, chronic  22  2  24 

Hepatitis B, acute  5  2  7 

Hepatitis C virus, past or present 131  18  5 154 

Hepatits C, acute  1 1   2 

Legionellosis 1 1 2   4 

Lyme Disease (Borrelia burgdor-
feri) 

  26 3 3 32 

Measles (Rubeola)   1   1 

Meningitis, Bacterial Other   1   1 

Mumps   4 2  6 
Norovirus   2   2 
Outbreak Case - Unknown Etiology     1 1 

Parapertussis   3 1  4 

 
Average 

Count 

0 

1 

40 

8 

0 

3 

14 

2 

30 

n/a 

39 

5 

166 

1 

1 

23 

2 

2 

6 
18 
0 

n/a 

Dengue   1   0 1 

Listeriosis  1    0 1 

Malaria (Plasmodium spp.) 1     0 1 

Pertussis 11 6 112 8 16 29 153 
Q Fever (Coxiella burnetti), Acute  1 2 1  2 4 

Rabies, animal 9  4  21 8 34 
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Salmonellosis 45 8 2  2 27 57 

Shiga toxin-producing  
Escherichia coli (STEC) 7  3 2  9 12 

Shigellosis 13    3 21 16 

Smallpox Vaccine-Associated 
Adverse Event   1   n/a 1 

Spotted Fever Rickettsiosis 
(RMSF)   70  2 22 72 

Streptococcal disease, inva-
sive, Group A 1     4 1 

Streptococcus pneumoniae, 
invasive disease 8     12 8 

Tularemia  
(Francisella tularensis)   5   1 5 

Varicella (Chickenpox) 5 23 9 3 24 49 64 

Vibriosis (noncholera Vibrio 
species infections)   1   0 1 

West Nile virus neuroinvasive 
disease   1   0 1 

West Nile virus non-
Neuroinvasive disease   1 5  3 6 

Grand Total 278 79 338 54 85  834 

 Month reported to EpiTrax - May 2012 (cont.) 

 
State Case Status  

Average 

 

Con-
firmed 

Probable Suspect Not a 
Case 

Unclassi-
fied 

Disease Count Count Count Count Count Count 

 
Grand  
Total 

Count 

* Cases reported include cases with the case classifications of Confirmed, Probable, Suspect, and Not a Case.  
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Please visit us at:  
www.kdheks.gov/epi EpiTrax Help and Hints By Susan Dickman 

KDHE Mission: 

To Protect and Improve the 

Health and Environment of all 

Kansans 

Our Vision 

 Healthy Kansans living in safe 

and sustainable environments. 

EpiTrax Tips and Hints—AVR (Analysis Visualization Reporting tool) 

1. Log in to the AVR by clicking the AVR link in EpiTrax. You will use your 
username and password that you use for EpiTrax to log into the AVR.  

 

2. There are three main components of the AVR:  

 
 

1) The Analyzer Report is a drop & drag interface that allows a user to create 
quick metrics reports on topics such as disease counts in their jurisdiction, 
timeliness of investigations, or tables using demographic information. In this 
tool users have access to aggregate data for all of Kansas. 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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2) The New Report allows user access to the data from every field in EpiTrax–both from the core data 
and the disease-specific form data. This tool is used for in-depth, case-level data analysis.  Users only 
have access to data within their jurisdiction when using this tool. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) The Dashboard allows a user to pull together multiple reports onto one screen to keep track of an out-
break or perhaps see all monthly quality assurance reports at one time. In addition, a user can add a url 
and have access to a website from the dashboard. 

(Continued from page 5) 
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