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Director’s Message 
 

Thank you to all providers who submitted their bills on time!  As the number of women to 
be served increases, it is imperative that all providers submit their bills monthly to ensure prompt 
reimbursement. Unfortunately, more than 25 percent of the bills for services provided last fiscal 
year were submitted over one month late. Because this is a grant, with beginning and ending dates, 
we would appreciate your cooperation in submitting bills to your regional nurse monthly.  Provider 
contracts state that: 
 
              Patient screening and/or follow-up forms must be submitted monthly or as determined by 

the Regional Nurse. At the close of the fiscal year (June 30) forms will be accepted no later 
than July 30, unless exceptional circumstances exist as approved by the KDHE Program 
Director. 

 
By submitting your bills within a month of the service date, you are assured of timely payment, and 
we are better able to budget for screening and diagnostic services.   
 
          At the close of each fiscal year, we receive inquiries about payment for services, especially 
from subcontractors who are not currently ‘direct pay.’  Although we are happy to answer your 
questions, we encourage communication between the provider and their subcontractors (labs, 
surgeons, etc.)  Early Detection Works staff continue to encourage the ‘direct payment’ option for 
all subcontractors. If you, as a subcontractor, are not currently ‘direct pay’ please discuss this with 
the provider for whom you subcontract.  If you are interested in the direct pay option but have 
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact your regional nurse. 
 
          The primary goal of Early Detection Works is to provide screening and if needed, diagnose 
cancer early – and thus save the lives of Kansas women through quality care provided by Kansas 
clinicians.  Our secondary goal is to reimburse EDW providers and subcontractors in a timely 
manner, with a goal of four weeks or less from the receipt of the forms to reimbursement.  
Although we can’t always meet this goal, with your help in submitting forms each month, we will 
be closer to achieving our goal.   
 
          During the last grant year (July 1, 2004 through June 30, 2005) EDW reimbursed services for 
almost 6,000 women – the most women served in the history of this program. Thank you to each 
provider, subcontractor, nurse and partner of the EDW Program! 
 
          By now, EDW providers should have received a copy of the new guidelines for services to 
women under 40 years old.  As of July 1, the EDW program has state funding to provide eligible 
women (250 percent of federal poverty, without insurance) with screening and diagnostic services.  
When breast or cervical cancer is diagnosed through the EDW program, women are eligible for 
treatment.  If you did not receive a copy of the new guidelines, please call us at (785) 296-1207 or 
visit our website at http://www.kdheks.gov/edw/ks_provider_patient_eligibility.html. 

   
 Janet Neff, Director 
 Cancer Prevention and Control Program 
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Cervical Cancer Awareness Month 
 

Once the number one cause of cancer death 
among U.S. women, as a result of the Pap test, cervical 
cancer today accounts for only about two percent of the 
cancers of Kansas women. In an effort to reduce that 
number still more, January has been designated Cervical 
Cancer Awareness Month to call attention to this disease 
and to the simple test that can prevent it.  

 
First used in 1943, the Pap test is probably the 

most successful screening tool ever developed for 
cancer, reducing cervical cancer death by more than 70 
percent. Abnormal changes in cells can often be detected 
before cancer develops, allowing for outpatient treatment 
to prevent the development of cervical cancer.   

 
In  2003, 107 new cases of invasive cervical 

cancer were diagnosed in Kansas women, and 35 Kansas 
women died of this disease. Sixty to 80 percent of 
invasive cervical cancer cases diagnosed each year occur 
in women who have not had a Pap test in five years or 
more, if ever. The U.S. Preventive Services Task Force 
recommends that women begin having Pap tests at age 
21 or three years following the onset of sexual activity, 
whichever comes first. 

 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Since its origin in October 1995, Early 

Detection Works (EDW) has provided 23,410 Pap 
tests for women in Kansas. During this time, EDW 
has diagnosed 20 cases of invasive cervical cancer. 
When cancer does develop but is discovered and 
treated early, the cure rate for cervical cancer is 
more than 90 percent. Should a cancer or a 
precancerous condition be detected through EDW, 
the woman is referred to the Medicaid program, 
which provides cancer treatment for women 
diagnosed by EDW. 
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Lack of regular screening increases the risk of 
finding advanced dysplasia or cervical cancer. The Pap test 
can detect precancerous conditions, abnormalities of 
cervical cells (CIN II and CIN III), early enough that the 
condition can be treated in time to prevent the development 
of cancer. EDW cervical screening has identified 165 
precancerous conditions in Kansas women which, when 
treated in a timely manner, were prevented from 
developing into invasive cancer. 

 
           Several factors increase the risk of developing 
cervical cancer. These risk factors include a history of 
multiple sex partners, having a partner who has had 
multiple partners, or having had sexual intercourse prior to 
age 16. These factors increase a woman’s chance of 
contracting human papillomavirus (HPV), a sexually 
transmitted virus that is the foremost risk factor for cancer 
of the cervix. HPV is very common and does not always 
lead to cervical cancer.  At some time in their lives, an 
estimated three out of four people become infected with the 
HPV virus and generally it causes no symptoms, although 
it may develop into cancer over a period of years. While 
there are more than 100 types of HPV, only a few have the 
potential to cause cancer. Doctors currently believe that 
over 90 percent of cervical cancer is caused by the HPV 
virus, which someday may be prevented by a vaccine.  
 
          Additional risk factors for cervical cancer include 
HIV-AIDS infection or other conditions that compromise 
the immune system, and cigarette smoking. In one study, 
carcinogenic substances from tobacco were found in the 
cervical cells of women who smoke. It is not clear whether 
smoking impairs the immune system or whether the 
cancer-causing agents in cigarette smoke directly lead to 
cancer. In either case, increased screening followed by 
appropriate medical treatment can lower the incidence of 
invasive cervical cancer. 
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