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Cancer is the 
number one cause 

of death of 
Americans under 

age 85. 

Director’s Message 
 
          This year is an exciting one for staff, providers and partners of the Early Detection  
Works (EDW) Program! For the first time, the program has limited funding to reimburse services 
to women under age 40.  By now, providers should have received guidelines for services to 
younger women.  If you have not received your copy, please go to www.kdhe.state.ks.us/edw  
and review the guidelines under “Patient Eligibility” in the medical professionals section.  
 
           To summarize, EDW will accept clients, age 40-63, who meet existing income eligibility 
guidelines and have no insurance or a high, unmet deductible. Women ages 35-39 must meet 
income guidelines and have no insurance. For women under age 40, EDW will provide a Pap test 
and a clinical breast exam. A mammogram or other screening service (ultrasound) will be 
provided only for women who have a close family history of breast cancer; are themselves a 
cancer survivor; or who have an abnormal result on a clinical breast exam.   
 
          Women under age 35 also may be eligible for EDW services – call the toll free number or 
your regional nurse for prior authorization.  All women under age 40 must be uninsured and meet 
income guidelines (250 percent of federal poverty level).  Uninsured women who are diagnosed 
with cancer through EDW are eligible for treatment through Medicaid, made possible by the 
“Treatment Act.” 
 
          During the last few years, the EDW Program has hosted an annual conference for providers 
and partners. The April 2005 conference was co-sponsored by the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer 
Foundation to include breast cancer survivors.  It was quite an exciting conference!  EDW staff 
understand the commitment of providers to their own clinics and patients – and that it is often 
quite difficult to leave the practice for two days.  To accommodate busy schedules, an annual 
conference will not be held in Spring 2006, and EDW staff will provide regional trainings 
instead.  Each training session will include a clinical breast exam refresher, information about 
completing forms, discussion of issues regarding the program as a whole, individual case studies 
and a question and answer period. 
 
          Watch for the regional training to be offered in your area.  Providers will be notified  
when locations, dates and times have been confirmed.  
 

        Preliminary estimates of services provided during our last grant year, July 1, 2004,  
through June 30, 2005, indicate that number of women served and services provided have again  
increased by at least 10 percent.  EDW is currently serving approximately 18 percent of  
the eligible women in Kansas.  Thanks to all providers, partners and friends of EDW for their 
enthusiasm in recruiting women for the program. 

 
Janet Neff, Director 
Cancer Prevention and Control Program 
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Regional Nurses 
 
Northeast 
Heidi Weicken, RN 
785-573-6733 
 
North Central 
Vacant 
785-452-6361 
 
South Central 
Sherry Haworth, RN 
316-660-7332 
 
Southeast 
Stephanie Thompson, 
RN 
620-235-7136 
 
West 
Shelly Nelson, RN 
620-275-5302 
 
Early Detection Works 
Toll-free Hotline 
1-877-277-1368 
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