
Purpose	
The common goal at the basis of the Kansas 
Cancer Partnership (KCP) is to reduce the burden 
and suffering of cancer and to enhance the lives 
of all Kansas cancer survivors and their families. 
This plan presents objectives and strategies to 
foster collaboration for achieving this goal.

This Kansas Cancer Prevention and Control Plan 
represents the collective thinking and action 
of cancer stakeholders - both individuals and 
organizations that comprise the Kansas Cancer 
Partnership - throughout Kansas. It is not just a 
state agency plan, but a plan for all organizations 
and individuals concerned about the cancer 
burden in the state. Ultimately, achievement of 
plan objectives will improve the health-related 
quality of life of Kansans.

Kansas	Cancer	Partnership	(KCP)
The Kansas Cancer Partnership provides 
statewide leadership in the development, 
coordination, and implementation of cancer 
prevention and control in Kansas. The 
partnership brings together a wide range of 
individuals and organizations to work towards 
the KCP common goal; the partnership’s work 
could not be accomplished by individuals or 
agencies acting alone. For example, multiple 
entities working together ensure continuity of 
services and support. This is vital for Kansans 
who are diagnosed with cancer and their family 
members, as Melissa and Ken describe (see 
textbox). In addition to the collaborative work 
that is the focus of this document, KCP recognizes 
the contributions of individual advocates and 
agencies that work on cancer initiatives that 
are and are not represented in this plan. KCP 
developed this strategic plan to guide the 
partnership’s work over the next five years.

INTRODUCTION

“Cancer changed our lives forever.”

Melissa:  I needed a biopsy for a large lump on 
my right breast because the mammogram and 
ultrasound results were called “highly suspicious.” 
We had no insurance and the bills started to pile 
up. I was checking in for my biopsy and meeting 
with the financial counselor when I learned that 
I qualified for the Early Detection Works Program 
(EDW). They covered the biopsy cost!  

The biopsy came back positive and I was diagnosed 
with Stage IIIa breast cancer. EDW helped me get 
into the Medicaid program to pay for treatment. 
I am very thankful for EDW and the people that 
worked hard to make sure that I got the medical 
attention that I needed. 

I am also very thankful for having a local cancer 
center and not having to drive far for treatment. 
I had a right mastectomy and am now taking 
treatments for the next 18 months along with 
radiation. The people at the cancer center have 
been wonderful, and quick to make sure I am taken 
care of. 

Ken:  I had no idea that EDW even existed until 
right when we needed it. Our family cannot 
afford insurance so to have this program is a real 
godsend. Without EDW we would be thousands and 
thousands of dollars in debt. Now we can focus on 
my wife’s health and not have to focus on paying 
bills. We can look forward to the future knowing 
that we have done everything possible to fight this 
disease.
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What	is	in	this	Plan?
The Kansas Cancer Prevention and Control Plan and the KCP use a comprehensive approach to address 
cancer challenges and opportunities. This approach encompasses the continuum of prevention, early 
detection, treatment, survivorship, and quality of life. This has been successful in the past, as the plan’s 
progress report and key accomplishments attest. Survivor stories remind us of the inherent strengths of 
Kansans who have experienced cancer. 

During the state planning process, Kansas data provided the foundation for goals and objectives. The 
organization of this plan reflects its comprehensive approach, with sections that parallel the cancer 
continuum. Corresponding goals include:  

Providing	Leadership	to	Prevent	and	Control	Cancer	in	Kansas
The Kansas Cancer Partnership is actively engaged in and accountable for the following leadership roles 
in addressing cancer in Kansas.

Work	Together:  We recognize many individuals and organizations are working towards common 
cancer goals and objectives in Kansas, and therefore we strive to support each other in our individual 
as well as the Kansas Cancer Partnership’s efforts.

Plan	for	the	Future:  We work to develop, update and implement the KCP CCC plan that focuses on 
all Kansas cancer stakeholders working together on cancer control efforts that otherwise would not 
happen or be as successful if organizations worked separately.

Support	Coalition	Work:  We create and support a coalition infrastructure, such as KCP workgroups 
that fosters focused team efforts with planned approaches, collaboration, and effective operations 
and impactful outcomes.

Build	and	Sustain	the	KCP:  We assure the KCP membership remains strong in both size as well as 
active involvement by creating a supportive environment and ample opportunities for members to 
fully participate the KCP.

Prioritize	KCP	Efforts:  We identify priorities of the KCP and assure an effective infrastructure and a 
concerted effort to obtain and allocate resources to those priorities.

Assure	Accountability	through	Assessment	and	Evaluation:  We regularly assess the successful 
implementation of decisions made by both the KCP Steering Committee and the KCP coalition and 
the overall progress of KCP efforts through its work through KCP workgroups and other KCP groups.  

Leverage	and	Connect	Efforts:  We minimize duplication and leverage cancer control efforts by 
identifying collaborative and cross-cutting opportunities within the work of KCP and the work of 
other organizations throughout Kansas.
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KCP identified five population groups that experience cancer-related health disparities. These disparate 
populations include older Kansans, those who live in rural areas, or those who have lower incomes, a 
disabling condition, or belong to a racial/ethnic minority group.  This plan’s burden of cancer section 
highlights key data. A more detailed Burden of Cancer in Kansas report will be published separately and will 
include cancer incidence, mortality, screening practices, and risk behaviors among disparate populations, 
when data are available. KCP also plans on producing a document describing the burden of childhood 
cancer in Kansas. 

Sections of this plan that correspond with cancer continuum goals each contain objectives, baseline and 
target data, and evidence-based strategies. These sections also contain strategies such as implementation 
of evidence-based practices and environmental approaches, leveraging existing programs and systems, and 
providing public and professional education. This facilitates collaborative work both within the KCP and with 
other individuals and organizations throughout Kansas.

Progress	towards	Cancer	Prevention	and	Control	in	Kansas	
Kansas began comprehensive cancer control planning in 1999. By 2010, this initiative had evolved from an 
informal group of about 20 individuals into the Kansas Cancer Partnership with over 225 individuals 
representing diverse private and public organizations across the state. KCP strengthened existing 
relationships and established others with partners that included: 

Prevention	Goal:	  
Prevent cancer from occurring or reoccurring.

Early	Detection	and	Diagnosis	Goal:   
Detect cancer in its earliest stage through early detection 
and a timely, definitive diagnosis.

Treatment	Goal:   
Treat cancer with appropriate, quality care.

Survivorship	and	Quality	of	Life	Goal:	  
Assure the highest quality of life possible for cancer 
survivors throughout their lives.

•	 Tobacco Free Kansas Coalition
•	 Susan G. Komen for the Cure
•	 American Cancer Society
•	 Local hospitals and clinics
•	 Midwest Cancer Alliance
•	 Kansas Health Consumers Coalition
•	 American Heart Association 
•	 Kansas Small Business Development Center
•	 The University of Kansas Cancer Center
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Disparate Populations

Rather than develop a specific objective 
for disparate populations, the Kansas 
Cancer Partnership (KCP) will direct 
workgroups to prioritize these target 
populations across all objectives. 
Increasing representation of these 
disparate populations within KCP 
membership will ensure that health 
disparities are not neglected.



In addition, KCP works with the Kansas Department of Health 
and Environment (KDHE) in an integrated approach to chronic 
disease prevention and control (e.g., cancer, arthritis, school 
health, diabetes, disability, heart disease and stroke, tobacco 
control, and injury).7  This collaborative work is reflected in 
strategies for meeting state plan objectives. Collaborative 
workgroups implemented much of the 2005 Kansas 
Comprehensive Cancer Control and Prevention Plan.  However, 
member organizations also carried out their individual roles 
in education, awareness, and advocacy pertaining to cancer 
prevention and control. To build the capacity of partner 
organizations, in 2008 KCP revitalized advocacy training day, 
and each year since KCP has convened a morning partnership 
meeting during the legislative session; many members took 
the opportunity for individual meetings with state legislators 
in the afternoon.7 These educational efforts paid off in the 
form of policy initiatives that furthered cancer prevention and 
control in the state. 

In 2008, KCP established Kansans for Better Health to educate 
and advocate to the Legislature about cancer and other health 
issues. Through Kansans for Better Health, approximately 
65 advocates provided a united voice on key issues such as 
health reform and public health programs. The KCP realized 
significant policy accomplishments over the past five years:  

More Key Accomplishments

       Launched KCP website, 
www.cancerkansas.org, in 2006. The site 
serves as a portal to information on KCP, 
reliable cancer resources, and monthly 
cancer awareness topics. By the end of 
2011, the website had received more than 
275,000 hits.

       Conducted educational activities 
year-round:
•	 September – Prostate Cancer;              

Gynecologic Cancer 
•	 October - Breast Cancer 
•	 Flu season - CDC’s “Cancer, Flu,         

and You”
•	 January - Cervical Cancer; Radon 
•	 March – Colorectal Cancer
•	 April - Health Care Decisions Day
•	 May - Women’s Health Week;            

Melanoma/Skin Cancer
•	 June - Men’s Health Month;                 

National Cancer Survivors Day
•	 Ongoing – Promote tobacco use 

cessation and Kansas Tobacco 
Quitline

Textboxes throughout the document 
describe additional key 

accomplishments.

•	 The Kansas Clean Indoor Air Act was signed into law, 
March 12, 2010.

•	 Kansans’ access to cancer treatment was increased 
through policy change:  1) clinical trials through         
insurance coverage of routine costs, 2005 and 2010; 
and 2) oral chemotherapy legislation, 2010. 

•	 Annual State support for the Early Detection Works 
breast and cervical cancer control program was 
secured in 2006, with additional funds secured in 
2012. 

•	 Cancer registry laws were revised: 1) expanded 
reporting requirements to include individual 
physicians, 2004; and 2) enabled the Kansas Cancer 
Registry to conduct follow-up studies with cancer 
survivors for specific research projects, 2007. 

•	 Kansas Radon Laws were enacted: 1) radon awareness 
and testing during real estate transactions, 2008; 
and 2) measurement and mitigation for technicians/ 
laboratories and required reporting, 2010.

4



•	 Leverage KCP’s strengths
•	 Are coordinated and collaborative
•	 Base action on identified gaps
•	 Are linked to measurable outcomes
•	 Use existing and new resources

The Kansas Cancer Plan is a five-year plan, and KCP will select priority objectives based on criteria such as 
need, potential impact, and likelihood for success. Priority objectives for year one have already been 
identified. Each year new priority objectives will be selected or previously selected ones may continue. A 
cover letter that accompanies each copy of the state plan will describe the priority objectives and provide 
plan updates; this letter will be updated annually. 

To address state plan priority objectives, KCP workgroups will select evidence-based strategies and develop 
detailed action plans that will guide this work. Action plans will note the role of individual partners and 
document resources leveraged from these collaborative efforts. Ultimately, state plan implementation will 
increase evidence-based and environmental approaches, use of observational data for planning and 
evaluation, clinical-community linkages, health systems change, and quality clinical preventive services.

What	Can	You	Do	to	Help?
The KCP is an inclusive coalition of those who are concerned about and want to work together to address 
the cancer problem. New members are welcome and can take an active role in collaboratively working on 
the goals, objectives and strategies in this plan. Please visit www.cancerkansas.org for information on 
becoming a KCP member. The website also contains a link to a brochure with suggestions for those who 
want to become more actively involved in cancer prevention and control activities.  Specific suggestions are 
tailored to individuals and members of disparate populations, health professionals, employers, schools, 
colleges/universities, local health departments, community coalitions, professional organizations, and 
faith-based groups.
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Implementation	of	the	Plan
The written Kansas Cancer Control Plan is a useful road map for assuring a well-thought-out approach to 
address cancer issues in Kansas. The key to a successful plan lies in the implementation of the plan itself. 
The KCP believes that effective state plan implementation must ensure that KCP’s efforts:

7 Rochester, PW, Townsend, JS, Given, L, Krebill, H, Balderrama, S, Vinson, C. (2010). Comprehensive 
cancer control: progress and accomplishments. Cancer Causes Control. 21:1967–1977.

“Kansas has a long and rich history of taking a proactive approach to public health. The over arching 
mission of KDHE is to protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans. In keeping with 
this mission, the KDHE Cancer Prevention and Control Program supports the work of the KCP and 
implementation of this state plan through staffing, training and technical assistance, assessment of 
epidemiologic data, and evaluation of KCP effectiveness and interventions that aim to reduce the 
incidence and burden of cancer in Kansas.”

-  Robert Moser, MD, KDHE Secretary and State Health Officer
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