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STORAGE AND HANDLING REQUIREMENTS FOR SNS MATERIEL
ENVIRONMENTAL

SNS materiel must remain at appropriate temperatures during staging, storage, and transportation to ensure its potency.  It is essential to keep most SNS materiel at controlled room temperatures, between 58ºF and 86ºF.  This means storage sites, dispensing sites, treatment centers, and distribution vehicles must all be able to maintain this temperature range during very hot or very cold periods.  Materiel should not be left outside during these periods.  Currently, no items in the 12-hour Push Packages require refrigeration.

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES
A 12-hour Push Package currently includes three different controlled substances: morphine, diazepam, and midazoliam.  The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) classifies substances by their potential for abuse.  Accordingly, morphine is classified as Schedule C-II, while diazepam and midazoliam are classified as Schedule C-IV.  

The DEA regulates the storage and transfer in accordance with Title 21 of the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations.  The DEA subsequently authorizes individuals (registrants) to handle specific classes of controlled substances.  The registrants must ensure that they maintain a detailed chain-of-custody record of all transfers.  For C-II substances, that record must include a DEA Form 22 that the person who receives the materiel initiates to request the transfer.

Controlled substances provided by the SNS Program in Kansas will be sent to hospitals.  Hospitals must have registrants identified that will be able to receive and sign for any controlled substance that they request and subsequently receive.  The DEA recognizes that during an emergency, availability of the identified DEA registrant may be limited.  Also, extreme circumstances may dictate that controlled substances be delivered to the local health department.  If the identified DEA registrant is unavailable to accept receipt at the time of delivery, the DEA will still allow delivery of the controlled substance to the organization, but the registrant must eventually provide signed paperwork for each transfer.

STORAGE AND HANDLING REQUIREMENTS FOR FLU VACCINE AND ANTIVIRALS
Flu Vaccine Storage Requirements

Flu vaccine will be stored in accordance with manufacturer’s and CDC standards including temperature controls and proper security. Flu vaccine should be stored between 35 degrees and 46 degrees Fahrenheit (2 degrees to 8 degrees Celsius). DO NOT FREEZE.

TamiFlu Storage Requirements

Tamiflu capsules: store the capsules at 77 degrees Fahrenheit (25 degrees Celsius); excursions permitted to 59 degrees to 86 degrees Fahrenheit (15 degrees to 30 degrees Celsius). 

Tamiflu Oral Suspension: Store dry powder at 77 degrees Fahrenheit (25 degrees Celsius); excursions permitted to 59 degrees to 86 degrees Fahrenheit (15 degrees to 30 degrees Celsius).

Relenza Storage Requirements

Store the diskhaler at 77 degrees Fahrenheit (25 degrees Celsius); excursions permitted to 59 degrees to 86 degrees Fahrenheit (15 degrees to 30 degrees Celsius).

Cold Chain Requirements

Packing and Transport of Flu Vaccine

Keeping vaccines at the proper temperature at all times is called maintaining the cold chain. The cold chain begins at the manufacturer, and continues until the vaccine is used. It is just as important to keep vaccines which should not be frozen from freezing, as it is to keep other vaccines from getting too warm. 

Transporting inactivated influenza vaccine (IIV)

Whether you are transporting the vaccine short distances or across the state, appropriate packing is a must to ensure the viability of the vaccine. Pack the vaccine as follows:

· Use an insulated cooler and place refrigerated packs (not frozen) on the bottom of the cooler. 

· Add a couple inches of crushed paper over the refrigerated packs. 

· Place the vaccine on top of the paper in the center of the cooler. 

· Add another couple of inches of crushed paper on top of and around the vaccine to make sure the vaccine does not shift. 

· Finish with another layer of refrigerated packs on top of the paper. Place lid on cooler and secure shut. 

If shipping across the state, special planning is needed.  Deliver the vaccine immediately to the destination.  During hot weather, keep the insulated container in a cool place (air-conditioned interior of car.)  Do not leave the vaccine container unattended or in the trunk of a parked car.  During cold weather, do not leave the container in an unheated area because the vaccine must not freeze.  In cold weather, include a freeze indicator in the vaccine container.

References:  

· Kansas Immunization Program, “Vaccine Management, Handling and Storage Guidelines for Vaccines”   785-296-5591

· CDC, “Guidelines for Vaccine Packing and Shipping”

· www.immunize.org
· www.vaccineinformation.org







