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Creative Placemaking  
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of 

underutilized 
properties 

Promoting 
Economic 
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by  

Leveraging 
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Partner across 
sectors: 

Civic, Non-
Profits, 

Grassroots, 
Private, Business, 

Government 
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National studies  
Quantify the arts economically 



$135.2 Billion in Economic Activity 

$273,136,286 in  
Direct Expenditure 

in KC Metro 
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MAPPING THE ARTS IN KC METRO 
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Local Arts Index measure of the number of “solo artists” 
per 100,000 population. This figure excludes those who 
identified another activity as a primary occupation. 

272.3!
JoCo 

147.6!
Nat’l avg 

114.1!
State avg 

Solo Artists in  
Johnson County 

1,482 artists 

How do we compare? 

•! Key findings from The Status of Artists in Kansas City (2008) 
•! From 1995 to 2000, more artists moved to Kansas City than moved away 

•! From 1990 to 2000, artists moved to Johnson County at an increasing rate 
•! Kansas City artists are more likely to be married and have families 
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1,936  
arts-based businesses 

Clustered around the Urban 
Core, Northeast Johnson 

County 

Visual arts and photography, 
graphic designers, publishers, 
theatre and performing arts, 
film, radio and television, 
museums, galleries, 
architects, arts educators. 

Arts-based Businesses & Creative Industries 

4.82% 
of all businesses 

2.52% 
Nat’l Avg 

Creative Arts Industries in Johnson County 



REGIONAL	  INTERURBAN	  
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Research 
Local Arts Index – (launched in 2012)  
Americans for the Arts & ArtsKC 

Arts & Economic Prosperity IV – (every 5 years)  
Americans for the Arts & ArtsKC 

Creative Industries Report 2012 – (annual)  
Americans for the Arts 

Status of Artists in Kansas City – (2008)  
ArtsKC, Charlotte Street, KCArtist LINC 

Suburban Arts Business Plan 2005-2015 (2003)  
Arts Council of Johnson County 

InterUrban ArtHouse Research (2011/12) 



+ CREATIVES SAY THEY NEED: 

AN AFFORDABLE, INCLUSIVE, STABLE, CODE-COMPLIANT 

Arts Education & Teaching Small Business Training 

Studio Practice excellence CUltural Community Organizing 
 

Therapeutic Creativity  



+ 

Transformation 
of 

underutilized 
properties 

 
 



+ NEED FOR PLACE 
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A Creative Place 



+Design/Construction Team 

!"#$%&'()**%!"#$%&"'()*+&,-.(&./+(

Rick has collaborated with The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art since 
1987 on the design, implementation, and management of the 
Kansas City Sculpture Park:

• 1987-1989: served as the local landscape architect for the original 
Henry Moore Sculpture Garden (1989), assisting the design team 
of Dan Kiley and Jaquelin Robertson, FAIA.

• 2004-2006: prepared a comprehensive park assessment; 
provided design, CD and CA services for a $1.8m park renovation.

• 2001-2007: provided comprehensive landscape architectural 
services for the Bloch Building expansion.

• 1989-current: providing ongoing consultation services regarding 
park design improvements, operations and maintenance.

The Kansas City Sculpture Park 
The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art

Kansas City, Missouri

Kansas City Sculpture Park:

• 1987-1989: served as the local landscape architect for the original 
Henry Moore Sculpture Garden (1989), assisting the design team 
of Dan Kiley and Jaquelin Robertson, FAIA.

• 2004-2006: prepared a comprehensive park assessment; 
provided design, CD and CA services for a $1.8m park renovation.

• 2001-2007: provided comprehensive landscape architectural 
services for the Bloch Building expansion.

• 1989-current: providing ongoing consultation services regarding 
park design improvements, operations and maintenance.
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Community Culture Hub 



+
Community Sculpture Garden 



+
Transforming a Parking Lot 



+
Public Cultural Gathering Space 
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Sculpture and Exploration Space 



+
Artisan Elements incorporated in 

Design 



+ Community 
Organizing 

and 
Revitalization 



+ Anchor Tenants 

Heartland Art Therapy 



1st 
FL. 



Heartland  
Art 
Therapy 

2nd 
FL. 
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Partner across 
sectors: 

Civic, Non-
Profits, 

Grassroots, 
Private, Business, 

Government 



+PARTNERS ACROSS SECTORS 
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#  National Model 
#  2012 NEA “Our Town” grant recipient 

#  Only 1-of-4 maximum grants given 

#  $150,000 

#  State Model 
#  Department of Commerce 

#  Creative Arts Industries Commission “Creative Economy Grant” 

#  $50,000 & $21,000 

#  Kansas Department of Health and Environment 

#  Kansas Brownfields Program 

#  $5,000 Phase I; $15,000 Abatement 

 

A Regional Creative 
Placemaking Model 



+ Creative Placemaking = 
InterUrban ArtHouse = 

#! Character, Music & Dance 
#! Public Engagement & Tourism 
#! Learning & Education 

#! Creative Entrepreneurs & Arts-  
    Based Businesses 
#! Employment & Economic vitality 
#! Government Revenue 

Cultural Vibrancy = more: Economic Vibrancy = more: 
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Next Steps 

#  Continued programming at our temporary rental location. 

#  Signing the Purchase Agreement 

#  Capital Campaign to buy and transform the US Post Office! 

www.interurbanarthouse.org 


