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Whispering Cottonwood Farm Educational Center

All children and young adults will develop a connection to 
nature that will guide them in protecting the earth.  And as 

adults, they will realize the quality of our Earth’s environment 
is a reflection of the quality of our own character.

Vision

Mission
To offer children, young adults, and adults settings to 

observe, study, interact with, and be inspired by nature, 
and to awaken in them their “sense of wonder” so they 

may experience the Earth as naturalists, be compelled to 
understand the Earth as scientists, and be driven to protect 

the Earth as stewards.
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Presentation Notes
Vision:  All children and young adults will develop a connection to nature that will guide them in protecting the earth.  And as adults, they will realize the quality of our earth’s environment is a reflection of the quality of our own character. Mission: To offer children, young adults, and adults  settings to observe, study, interact with, and be inspired by nature, and to awaken in them their “sense of wonder” so they may experience the Earth as naturalists, be compelled to understand the Earth as scientists, and be driven to protect the Earth as stewards.



Centre School Gardens 
Connecting Children 

to Their Natural World
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Presentation Notes
This is the native prairie.  It is actually virgin prairie that was fortunate enough to escape the plow.  It has been part of the farm since it was homesteaded in the late 1800s.  This is probably one of the truest examples of early Kansas that we can share with the participants.  The grass on the prairie can become tall enough at points that the children are actually able to fully immerse themselves in the habitat.
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Presentation Notes
The Smoky Hill River is one of the favorite habitats on the farm.  Its sights and sounds allow participants to dream of adventures both past and future.  It is filled with various organisms from four-footed creatures to the shelled snails that crawl along its banks.  
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The forest at the Educational Center definitely helps one recognize the use of the term “enchanted forest” in so many stories.  The rays of the sun often dance brilliantly on the trunks of the forest’s native trees.  This is the place where you can leave your struggles and problems behind and enter a place that seems to be protected from the outside world.  
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Presentation Notes
This photo, again, shows how a child sees the world.  You can almost imagine this child lying down in the grass and pointing the camera up to the sky, hoping to get the beauty of what she saw.  Each of us are almost transported back to a time when we did the exact same thing – albeit not with a camera, perhaps – and immediately we are struck with a sense of calmness and tranquility.  
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Presentation Notes
One of the after school participants captured this sunset.  At some point during this sunset, we may have all glanced right past it without it impacting us.  You can plainly see that this sunset impacted the life of this child.  And later, impacted the other participants by the discussion it sparked.













Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is one of the many flowers on the prairie.  Each season brings an abundance of flowers and even the winter landscape provides some breathtaking sights.  
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