Sample Letter to the Editor:
Dear Editor:  
I am writing to promote awareness of the seriousness of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) in Kansas.  The SIDS Network of Kansas and collaborating state and local organizations are encouraging our communities to recognize October as SIDS Awareness Month. Together we hope to ensure that every woman has a healthy pregnancy, learns about safe sleep for her baby, gets early prenatal care and support services, and makes choices that promote healthy lifestyles for a lifetime. 

Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) is the sudden and unexpected death of an otherwise healthy baby. According to the most recent data from 2009, 290 Kansas infants died before their first birthdays, representing an infant mortality rate (IMR) of 7 deaths per 1,000 live births. Of the 290 deaths, 39 were attributed to SIDS and Other Sleep Related Infant Deaths, or 13.4 percent of the infant deaths. This makes SIDS and Other Sleep Related Infant Deaths the third highest cause of death among Kansas infants. 
SIDS is most common for infants two to four months of age who appear healthy, but die without warning during sleep.  Since the Back to Sleep Campaign, SIDS deaths have decreased by about 50 percent.  With the Back to Sleep campaign we  learned babies who sleep on their tummies are at 5 times greater risk of SIDS and babies placed on their tummies to sleep who usually sleep on their backs are at an increased rate of 18 times greater risk.  Research also found that 67 percent of the infants diagnosed with SIDS are found unresponsive in unsafe sleeping environments (in the prone position, in adult beds, in smoking environments, etc).  This is why it is especially important for EVERYONE to follow the safe sleep recommendations.

I ask that our decisionmakers on the City Council and other agencies strive to increase public awareness and education about Sudden Unexpected Infant Death, prematurity, and safe sleep. I ask you to join us in the effort to keep our youngest, most vulnerable community members safe. 

Sincerely,

Your name
Agency or coalition (if appropriate)

Contact information
