SAMPLE:  Recreational Water and Operational Ordinance for Local Health Departments: 

(Sample Ordinance courtesy of City of Wichita Department of Environmental Health)

RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS AND SIMILAR FACILITIES IN THE

COUNTY/CITY OF _____________________________, KANSAS

Title & Scope

TITLE - These regulations shall be known as the Rules & Regulations Relating to the Operation and Maintenance of Swimming Pools, Spas and Similar Facilities in the County/City of ____________, Kansas, may be cited, and will be referred to hereinafter as Rules and Regulations.

SCOPE AND PURPOSE - The provisions of these Rules and Regulations shall apply to all swimming pools, hot tubs, and similar facilities classified as category I and category II. The purpose of these Rules and Regulations shall be to establish minimum requirements for the operation and maintenance of such pools, hot tubs and similar facilities so that hazards to health and safety of patrons may be minimized.

1. CLASSIFICATIONS

1.1 Category I shall consist of pools, spas, hot-tubs, and whirlpool baths operated in the county/city and water recreation attractions that are offering use to the general public.

1.2 Category II shall consist of pools, spas, hot-tubs, and whirlpool baths operated by entities  

such as hotels, motels, rental apartments, multiple-family dwellings of five or more units, athletic clubs, recreation centers, home associations (including, without limitation, subdivision, town home, planned unit development, and condominium associations), day care centers, schools, hospitals, health spas, fraternal and social organizations, country clubs, and all other facilities not specifically included in Category I and Category III that are offering use to members, patrons, residents and guests of such establishments.

1.3 Category III shall consist of pools, spas, hot-tubs, and whirlpool baths on the premises of a single-family dwelling or multiple-family dwelling of less than five units.

2. DEFINITIONS

2.1 Administrator - the Administrator of the Health/Environment Department or similar public health safety division of the County/City of _________________, Kansas or his/her representative(s).

2.2 Bathhouse - any building adjacent to or a part of the swimming pool facility used by 

      swimmers and bathers for changing clothes and taking showers.

2.3 Deep Area - the area of the pool on the deep side of the transition point or the area of the   pool, which has or can have a water depth of five (5) feet or more.

2.4 Person - any individual, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company, municipality, political subdivision, governmental agency, lab, organization or other entity owning or operating a swimming pool as defined herein.

2.5 Shallow Area - the area of the pool on the shallow side of the transition point which has or can have a water depth of less than five (5) feet.

2.6 Spas, Hot-tubs & Whirlpool Baths - a pool-like structure designed for recreational and/or therapeutic use. It may include but is not limited to hydrojet circulation, hot water, cold water, mineral baths, air induction system, or any combination thereof.

2.7 Swimming Pool - any artificial basin of water, which has been wholly designed, modified, improved, constructed or installed for the purpose of swimming, diving, or recreational, bathing and shall include any and all accessory equipment.

2.8 Transition Point - the area of the floor of the pool where an abrupt change in slope occurs between the shallow and deep areas of the pool.

2.9 Wading Pool - a swimming pool primarily used and intended for small children.

2.10 Water Recreation Attraction - a facility with design and operational features that provides patron recreational activity and purposefully involves immersion of the body partially or totally in the water. Water recreation attractions include water slides, watercourse rides, water activity pools, and wave pools.

3. OPERATING PERMIT

3.1 No person shall operate any facility classified under 1.1 or 1.2 of these Rules and 

Regulations unless the facility holds a valid operating permit from the Administrator for each pool being operated.

3.2 Operating permits shall be in effect for one (1) year following the date of issuance unless suspended or revoked.

3.3 Operating permits shall not be transferable.

3.4 All applicants for an operating permit must designate, in a form acceptable to the  

Administrator, a person who shall be the primary contact with the Administrator for the purpose of these regulations. Such person or persons must be capable of being contacted, in person or by telephone, by the Administrator within 24 hours. If the Administrator shall not be able to contact said person or persons within that 24 hour period, the Administrator may suspend the operating permit forthwith until contact is made.

4. BATHHOUSES

4.1 Bathhouses are required for all facilities classified under 1.1 of these Rules and Regulations.

4.2 Bathhouses present at any facility classified under 1.1 or 1.2 of these Rules and Regulations 

shall be maintained in good repair, in a clean and sanitary condition, and free from dirt, mold and algae.

5. TOILETS, LAVATORIES, AND SHOWERS

5.1 Toilets, lavatories, and showers are required for all facilities classified under 1.1 of these   Rules and Regulations.

5.2 Toilets, lavatories, and showers present at any facility classified under 1.1 or 1.2 of these  Rules and Regulations shall be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition, maintained in good repair, and sanitary supplies provided.

6. PERSONNEL AND SUPERVISION

6.1 Every swimming pool, spa or similar facility classified under 1.1 and 1.2 of these Rules and Regulations shall be under the supervision of a capable individual who shall be responsible for compliance with these Rules and Regulations relating to the operation and maintenance of the facility. This supervisor is not required to be present on site at all hours the pool is open.

6.2 All Category I swimming pools must provide an adequate number of lifeguards to protect the health and safety of the facility’s patrons.

6.3 All lifeguards will be certified by the American Red Cross or other equivalent national lifeguard-training agency.

6.4 All Category II swimming pools, when lifeguard service is not provided, shall provide a warning sign stating “WARNING - NO LIFEGUARD ON DUTY” in letters at least four (4) inches high and shall conspicuously place signage at the entrance to the pool.

6.5 All Category I and Category II swimming pools shall have posted in a conspicuous place the  “Pool Rules” for the facility.

7. SAFETY REQUIREMENTS

7.1 All Category II swimming pools shall provide the following: 

(a) A life pole or shepherd’s crook; and

(b) A ring buoy with rope attached 1.5 times as long as the width of the pool.

7.2 All life saving equipment shall be mounted in a conspicuous place and readily accessible and in a ready condition for use.

7.3 All swimming pools classified under 1.1 and 1.2 of these Rules and Regulations must have a readily accessible telephone, with the emergency numbers prominently posted, at all hours the pool is open.

7.4 On all swimming pools classified under 1.1 and 1.2 of these Rules and Regulations, the depth of the water shall be permanently and plainly marked on the edge of the deck next to the pool. Markers shall be in numerals at least four (4) inches high followed by the appropriate full or abbreviated words “FEET” or “INCHES” in a color contrasting with the background,

(a) At the points of maximum and minimum depths.

(b) Spaced so that the distance between adjacent markers is not greater than 25 feet when measured peripherally.

(c) Located on both sides and both ends of the pool.

7.5 On all swimming pools classified under 1.1 and 1.2 of these Rules and Regulations, a slop transition must have a clearly visible, dark contrasting marking across the bottom and must extend up both sides of the pool at the transition point.

7.6 On all swimming pools classified under 1.1 and 1.2 of these Rules and Regulations, the pool bottom must be visible during all hours of operation.

7.7 On all swimming pools classified under 1.1 and 1.2 of these Rules and Regulations, steps leading into the swimming pool shall be marked in a color contrasting with the interior of the pool so they are visible from the pool deck.

7.8 Handrails and ladders, if present, shall be maintained in good repair.

7.9 Swimming pools shall be closed immediately and the swimmers removed from the water  when a health or safety hazard exists.

7.10 Required transition lines and step markings that are not present at the time rules and regulations were first adopted shall be installed during the first time the pool is drained or within 18 months of the adoption, whichever occurs first.

8. WATER QUALITY OF SWIMMING POOLS

8.1 The water shall have sufficient clarity at all times so that either a black disc six (6) inches in diameter is readily visible in the deepest portion of the pool or the bottom drain at the deepest point is clearly visible.

8.2 The water shall be free of all scum and floating matter on the surface and dirt and other  material on the floor and walls of the pool.

8.3  (a) The water in all parts of the pool shall have a minimum free residual chlorine content of at  least 1.0 ppm with a maximum content of 5.0 ppm.

(b) Bromine used as a disinfectant shall be maintained at a residual of not less than 2.0 ppm with a maximum content of 5.0 ppm.

(c) Other disinfecting materials or methods must be approved by the Health and Environment Division.

8.4 The water in pools shall be maintained at a pH of not less than 7.2 and not over 7.8.

8.5 No harsh or irritating chemical in concentrated form shall be added manually and directly to the water of any swimming pool while any swimmer is present.

8.6 Each facility must use a chemical test kit capable of accurately measuring disinfectant levels of swimming pools to 20.0 ppm.

8.7 In the event of a fecal accident, operator shall follow the protocol for public protection provided by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) for recreational water illness (RWI).

9. WADING POOLS

9.1 Wading Pools, as defined in these Rules and Regulations, shall meet the same requirements    for supervision, safety, and water quality as swimming pools.

10. SPAS, HOT-TUBS AND WHIRLPOOL BATHS

10.1 The water shall be clear at all times, be free of scum and floating matter on the surface and dirt and other material on the floor and walls.

10.2 The depth of the water shall be permanently and plainly marked on the edge of the deck next to the spa. Markers shall be in numerals at least four (4) inches high followed by the appropriate full or abbreviated words “ FEET” or “INCHES” in a color contrasting with the background.

10.3 Temperature of water shall not exceed 104° Fahrenheit.

(a) A thermometer shall be provided.

10.4  (a) When chlorine or bromine is used to disinfectant the water of swimming pools and recreational facilities the water shall have a minimum free chlorine residual of at least 1.0 part per million (ppm) and shall not exceed a maximum residual of 5.0 ppm. 

(b.)  When chlorine or bromine is used to disinfect the water of spas/hot tubs the water shall have a minimum residual of not less than 2.0 parts per million (ppm) with a maximum residual of 5.0 ppm. 

c.  Alternate disinfecting methods are subject to the approval of the regulatory authority and shall only be used when licensee has demonstrated that they provide a satisfactory level of disinfection and can be operated according to the manufacturer’s specifications.
10.5 The water shall be maintained at a pH of not less than 7.2 and not over 7.8.

10.6 All spas, hot-tubs, and whirlpool baths shall have posted in a conspicuous place the “Spa/Hot Tub Rules” for the facility.

10.7 Ladders and handrails, if present, shall be maintained in good repair.

10.8 In the event of a fecal accident, operator shall follow the protocol for public protection provided by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) for recreational water illness (RWI).

11. OPERATING RECORDS

11.1 All swimming pools classified under 1.1 and 1.2 of these Rules and Regulations must  maintain daily records showing:

(a) Disinfectant residuals - a minimum of two times daily or as often as needed to maintain the water quality as indicated in these Rules and Regulations.

(b) pH reading - a minimum of two times daily or as often as needed to maintain the water quality as indicated in these Rules and Regulations.

(c) A fecal accident log.

Records for spas, hot-tubs, and whirlpools classified under 1.1 and 1.2 of these Rules and Regulations shall be:

(a) Disinfectant residuals - a minimum of two times daily or as needed to maintain the water quality as indicated in these Rules and Regulations.

(b) pH reading - a minimum of two times daily or as often as needed to maintain the water quality as indicated in these Rules and Regulations.

(c) Temperature reading - a minimum of two times daily or as often as needed to maintain the water temperature as indicated in these Rules and Regulations.

(d) A fecal accident log.

12. INSPECTIONS

12.1 The Administrator shall conduct such inspections as often as deemed necessary to ensure compliance with all the provisions of these Rules and Regulations and he/she shall have right of entry to the swimming pool at any reasonable time.

12.2 If and when the Administrator determines that conditions exists that warrant prompt closing of a swimming pool, the Administrator shall so notify the owner or operator in writing, noting the violation or health hazard. The owner or operator shall thereafter prohibit any person from using the swimming pool until such time that the violation or hazard is abated. If violations are noted by the Administrator which do not require closing of the facility, the written notice shall set a reasonable time within which the violation shall be abated.

PUBLIC AND SEMI-PUBLIC SWIMMING POOL/SPA
RECOMMENDED SIGNS

KDHE recommends that the following signs be securely mounted and readily visible from inside the pool or spa. All signs should be bi-lingual, posted in English and appropriate second language (i.e. Spanish) as necessary:

All Pools and Spas should have the following signs:

"In case of emergency, call 911" in letters at least one inch (1") in height. 

If the location of the telephone or other electronic means is not readily visible from the pool or spa, the sign shall include a concise description of the location of the telephone or other electronic means. If other electronic means are provided, clear instructions regarding their use shall be provided. 

For pools or spas where no lifeguard is required, signs should be posted that state:

"WARNING - NO LIFEGUARD ON DUTY" with clearly legible letters at least four inches (4") in height. 

"CHILDREN SHOULD NOT USE POOL WITHOUT ADULT SUPERVISION" (Note: the sign may impose stricter language) 

"NO DIVING" along with an international warning symbol for no diving in letters at least four inches (4") in height. 

An additional warning sign for spas should be posted which state:

“Spa Closed – Do Not Enter” (if the water temperature is above 104 degrees Fahrenheit/ 40 degrees Centigrade) and additionally a Spa Warning and Regulations Sign should be posted. 

