John W. Mitchell
Acting Secretary, Kansas Department of Health and Environment
December 16, 2010 Statement:

After careful review of the permit application, public comments and applicable
laws, | have decided to issue the air quality permit for the proposed 895 MW
Coal-Fired Steam Generating Unit at the Sunflower Electric Power Corporation
near Holcomb.

My decision comes after a thorough, complete review by our agency. The permit
has undergone intense scrutiny from staff; received considerable input from the
public and additional review by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and
the final result is a permit that meets state and federal requirements.

| want to thank the public for their interest and participation in this process. |
have worked on issues related to the Kansas environment for 31 years, and all of
us at KDHE take our mission of protecting the health and environment of Kansans
to heart.

While KDHE understands the sensitive, political debate surrounding this permit,
our agency has a duty to examine a company’s permit application objectively and
fairly and then, if it meets all state and federal requirements, issue such a permit.
The staff at KDHE has worked and consulted with EPA to address concerns that
are within our agency’s purview, and the result is a permit that protects the
National Ambient Air Quality Standards.

With requirements to use renewable energy components, such as wind energy
and biomass fuel, this permit allows for the most mitigated plant in Kansas
history. The plant will have nearly 40 percent fewer emissions than an earlier
application and has been reviewed for the best available control technology to
ensure emission controls are state-of-the-art.

| am confident that this is the best permit possible for Kansas, and KDHE will
remain engaged in the process to ensure Sunflower upholds these standards.



